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JESUS’ LAMENT 
Luke 19:41-44 
 
 
On May 1, 2003, President George W. Bush delivered a speech from the deck of the aircraft 
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln. Standing under a large banner reading “MISSION ACCOMPLISHED,” 
President Bush announced the end of major combat operations in Iraq. Regardless of what we 
might think about his speech, we recognize the imagery he drew upon to support it. Bush 
offered the public a display of patriotic symbols and military prowess to support his message, a 
common and well-understood tactic in our world and the first-century world. Similarly, Jesus 
arrived in Jerusalem to accomplish a mission. However, Luke notes that Jesus rejected patriotism 
and prowess and wept over the city instead. This lesson will explore Jesus’ lament consider its 
place in his death and resurrection and its application in our lives. 
 

A king and his kingdom 
• Luke opens his gospel by announcing Jesus’ royal identity - “The Lord God will give him the 

throne of David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end”1 (Luke 1:32-33). 

• Luke buttresses the angel’s announcement about Jesus’ identity by recording two scenes in 
which God Himself declares Jesus’ identity (Luke 3:21-22; 9:28-36).  

• Those two scenes bookend his relatively brief record of Jesus’ ministry (Luke 3-9). Consider 
two aspects of Jesus’ ministry Luke emphasizes:  

o Jesus’ royal mission centered on bringing “good news” to the world (Luke 2:10-11; 
4:16-21). 

o The good news Jesus announced involved establishing a new Israel that overturned 
the world’s values (Luke 6:12-49). 

A king rejected by the people 
• Luke’s gospel reaches a curious crescendo in his account of the transfiguration. 

o For approximately three years, Jesus had been teaching about the arrival of the 
kingdom of God and demonstrating his divine, sovereign identity (cf. Luke 4:42-43; 
4:16-21, 31-37; 5:17-26; 7:36-50; 8:22-25). 

o Jesus’ message and activity came into sharp focus in Luke 9 when he began to make 
his way to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover (Luke 9:51). The annual Passover feast 
commemorated God’s rescue of their people from slavery in Egypt and offered the 
Jews of Jesus’ day hope that He would free them from their slavery to Rome. 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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o However, the hope generated by the Passover’s anticipation of another exodus and 
God’s announcement of Jesus’ divine identity grates against Jesus’ declaration about 
his trip to Jerusalem – he told his disciples he would “be rejected by the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed on the third day” (Luke 9:21-22). 

• Luke takes ten chapters to record Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, using it to offer insight into 
the tension between the people’s anticipation and Jesus’ statement about what would 
happen (Luke 9:51-19:48; cf. Luke 13:22; 14:25; 17:11; 18:31-34; 19:11, 28). Consider the 
following features of Luke’s account: 

o “Great crowds” followed Jesus as he journeyed to Jerusalem because they believed 
he was God’s promised messiah (Luke 14:25; 19:38). 

o The celebratory mood of the crowds anticipating his arrival in Jerusalem did not 
match Jesus’ mood. Rather than celebrating, Luke notes Jesus offered two laments.  

▪ Luke 13:34-35 – Jesus’ first lament 

• Luke connects this first lament to the preceding scene with the phrase 
“at that very hour” – Jesus’ first lament was prompted by his answer 
to the question, “Will those who are saved be few?” (Luke 13:23, 31). 

• Jesus replied that only a few will be saved and then told his audience 
that “you yourselves” will not be saved (Luke 13:28-29). 

• The people’s failure to “enter through the narrow door” led Jesus to 
lament their refusal to accept him (Luke 13:24, 31-35). 

▪ Luke 19:41-44 – Jesus’ second lament 

• The second lament follows Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem, 
where the crowds awaiting his arrival hailed him as “the king who 
comes in the name of the Lord” (Luke 19:28-38). 

• Despite the praise he received upon entering the city, Jesus’ parable of 
the Ten Minas, which precedes his entrance into Jerusalem, reveals his 
understanding that the people who rejoiced over his appearance did 
“not want him to reign over [them]” (Luke 19:11-27). 

• Consequently, “when he drew near and saw the city, [Jesus] wept over 
it” (Luke 19:41-44). 

 

Applications 
Many people approach Easter week with a celebratory mood, while Jesus approached it with 
lament. While we should celebrate what Jesus accomplished for us on the cross, we should 
lament the reason for the cross. Therefore, consider the following applications: 

• Sin has entrenched itself in our world. Like Jesus, sin’s presence in our world should solicit a 
lament from us. 

• Jesus did not simply lament sin but moved toward the conflict it created. Similarly, our 
lament should motivate us to move towards the sin-caused problems in our world. 

• Even though he lamented the Jewish people’s rejection of him, Jesus did not abandon them. 
Since Jesus does not abandon sinful people, neither should we forsake them. 


