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JUDGMENT AND HOPE 
A survey of the book of Isaiah 
 
 
For many people, the book of Isaiah stands out from the other books of prophecy. Its high 
literary style, eloquent poetry, and messianic prophecies motivate many to praise the book. But 
we understand that God’s interests do not rest in literary aesthetics. He uses those means to 
reach a more significant, practical purpose – helping its readers change their lives. We must 
therefore ask ourselves, “What messages does Isaiah contain, and how will they help me live a 
better life?”   
 
With that question in mind, we will seek to understand better the book of Isaiah this quarter to 
discover the messages it contains for our lives. 
 
 

Isaiah 13-27 – judgment and hope for the nations 
The first twelve chapters of Isaiah announce God’s judgment on Judah and Jerusalem for their 
rejection of Him. That pronouncement centers on Judean king Ahaz’s trust in Assyria rather than 
God (Isaiah 7-8). Considering the trust issue introduced in the opening section, the second 
section (Isaiah 13-27) poses relevant questions: 

• Why trust the nations when they are under God’s judgment (Isaiah 13-23)? 

• Why trust the nations when God exercises sovereignty over human history (Isaiah 24-
27)? 

 
Chapters thirteen through twenty-seven describe God’s sovereignty in response to Ahaz’s failure 
to trust God. The section divides into two parts: the fall of nations surrounding Judah (Isaiah 12-
23), and oracles about Babylon and Judah, two cities embodying humanity (Isaiah 24-27). 
 
The section includes the following items: 

A - Fall of Babylon and Judah’s restoration (Isaiah 13:1-14:32) 
B - Oracle against Moab, Judah’s neighbor (Isaiah 15:1-16:14) 

C - Oracles (mostly) against Egypt and Ethiopia (Isaiah 17:2-20:6) 
D - The fall of Babylon - the center of the section (Isaiah 21:1-17) 

C’ - Oracles concerning Jerusalem and Shebna (Isaiah 22:1-25) 
B’ - Oracle concerning Tyre, Judah’s neighbor (Isaiah 23:1-18) 

A’ - Fall of “the lofty city”1 of Babylon and Judah’s restoration (Isaiah 24:1-27:13) 
 
 

 
1 Isaiah 26:5. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Isaiah 13-23 – oracles against the nations 
Isaiah 13:1-14:27 - oracle against Babylon.  

• While his immediate concern focused on God’s imminent use of Assyria to punish Judah 
for its failure to trust Him (Isaiah 7:1-8:22), Isaiah looked beyond the Assyrian invasion to 
future captivity to Babylon (cf. Isaiah 39:1-8; 48:12-22). However, Isaiah began his 
ministry more than one hundred years before Babylon became a world power (Assyria 
controlled Babylon during Isaiah’s time).  

• Babylon’s early presence in Isaiah’s writings offers more than a prophetic curiosity – 
Babylon occupies a crucial thematic role that moves throughout the Bible. 

o The Bible introduces Babylon near the beginning of its narrative in a way that 
signals its importance – Babylon embodies human arrogance and rebellion 
against God (Genesis 10:6-11; 11:1-9; cf. Daniel 1-5). 

o The New Testament employs that portrayal to represent the Roman empire (1 
Peter 5:13; Revelation 12-18). 

o John’s Revelation ties Babylon to the garden scene in Genesis three; Babylon’s 
cooperation with Satan identifies it as the serpent’s offspring engaged in conflict 
with the offspring of the woman (Genesis 3:14-15; Revelation 12:7-17; 17:1-18). 

• God announced a severe judgment against the king of Babylon (Isaiah 14:4-21) – He 
would “cut off…descendants and posterity” for the king and for Babylon (Isaiah 14:22-
23). God’s planned defeat of Assyria, Isaiah wrote, guarantees that He will similarly 
orchestrate Babylon’s fall (Isaiah 14:24-27). 

• Isaiah’s comment about Assyria offers insight into one way God works in the world 
(Isaiah 14:24-27) – He uses the rise and fall of empires to accomplish His purposes. 
Notice:  

o Assyria judges Israel (Isaiah 8:1-10) but is judged by Babylon (Isaiah 10:5-11, 24-
27). 

o Babylon judges Judah (Isaiah 13:1-16) but is judged by the Persians/Medes (Isaiah 
13:17; cf. Isaiah 45:1-4). 

o Persia judges Babylon (Isaiah 44-45) … the pattern repeats until the introduction 
of the messianic kingdom. 

 
Isaiah 14:28-32 - oracle against Philistia.  

• Isaiah issues a brief oracle against the Philistines “in the year that king Ahaz died” (716 
BC, Isaiah 14:28). Uzziah, king Ahaz’s father, had subjugated the Philistines. However, 
they broke free during Ahaz’s reign and became aggressors against Judah. 

• However, God warned the Philistines that “smoke comes out of the north,” a warning 
about Assyria’s future growth and their coming invasion of the south. For example, 
Assyrian king Tiglath- Pileser attacked Philistia during his campaign of 734 BC, making its 
cities tribute-paying vassals to his empire.  
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Isaiah 15:1-16:14 - oracle against Moab.  

• Because of the close relationship enjoyed by Moab and Judah (cf. Ruth), the oracle 
concerning Moab’s fall solicits a lament from Isaiah rather than the joy he expressed over 
Babylon’s fall (cf. Isaiah 15:2, 3, 4, 5, 8; 16:7, 9, 11). 

• Amid his address of Moab’s coming destruction as punishment for its pride (Isaiah 16:6-
7), Isaiah reminds Moab (and the rest of the world) that the source of hope resides in a 
future ruler “in the tent of David” who will bring an end to oppression and destruction. 
His rule will be marked by “steadfast love and faithfulness,” the two characteristics that 
define God (cf. Exodus 34:5-7), resulting in a reign of justice and righteousness (Isaiah 
16:4-5). 

• Isaiah ends with a test - he announces that the prophecy will come true in three years 
(Isaiah 16:13-14, Assyria destroyed Moab in 715 BC, giving Isaiah’s prophecy an 
approximate date of 718 BC). 
 
 

 
 

Isaiah 17 - oracle against Damascus. 

• Aram, represented by its capital city Damascus and the cities of Aroer (Isaiah 17:1-2), had 
joined the northern kingdom of Israel to attack Judah and king Ahaz (Isaiah 7-9). Its 
hostility against Judah led to Isaiah’s pronouncement that God would reduce the nation 
to ruins; their glory would fade just as the northern kingdom of Israel’s glory faded (Isaiah 
17:1-3; cf. 2 Kings 17).  

Illustration excepted from The Bible Project’s Isaiah poster (www.bibleproject.com/downloads/posters) 
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• Isaiah follows the comparison of Damascus to the northern kingdom of Israel with a 
comparison to the southern kingdom of Judah, noting that, while God announces 
punishment against both nations, He will preserve a remnant in Judah but will destroy 
Damascus (Isaiah 17:4-6).  

• The section reaches beyond the borders of Aram to include all nations (Isaiah 17:12-14), 
reminding readers of the larger message - all countries are subject to God, and Judah 
should neither fear nor trust any of them. 
 

Isaiah 18-20 - oracles against Cush and Egypt.  

• In a striking passage, God commanded Isaiah to enact the defeat of Cush and Egypt 
(Isaiah 20:1-4). Cush and Egypt united under a Cushite king in 715 BC and broke free 
from Assyria rule, only to be defeated by Assyria and resubmitted to their authority in 
664 BC. God tasked Isaiah to announce that coming defeat. For example: 

o Using a gruesome image, Isaiah announced the defeat of Cush, a north African 
people connected to Egypt (Isaiah 18:1-6).  

o In an oracle echoing imagery from the exodus, Isaiah announced that God’s 
judgment of Egypt would undermine its supposed sources of strength (Isaiah 
19:1-15).  

• God’s use of Assyria to defeat Cush and Egypt sought to dismantle peoples’ confidence in 
“Cush their hope and [in] Egypt their boast” (Isaiah 20:5-6).  

• Rather than trusting in foreign powers, Isaiah pictures the hope connected to trusting in 
God. The oracle against Egypt concludes with a message of future redemption built on 
Egypt’s willing submission to God (Isaiah 19:16-25) – their submission prompts God to 
take up a relationship with them that mirrors His relationship with Israel (Isaiah 19:16-25; 
cf. Zechariah 8:20-23; Galatians 3:26-29; Ephesians 2:11-22). 
 

Isaiah 21-22 – oracles Babylon and Jerusalem.  

• Even though Babylon seemed like an ally to Judah in its Assyrian resistance (cf. Isaiah 39), 
Isaiah announced that Babylon (referred to as “the wilderness of the sea,” Isaiah 21:1) 
would also be defeated. For example, Babylon broke free from Assyrian rule following the 
death of Sargon II in 705 BC, but their freedom proved short-lived; Assyria besieged and 
destroyed the city in 689 BC. 

• Isaiah follows his oracle against Babylon with an oracle against Jerusalem, “the valley of 
vision” (Isaiah 22:1). Like Babylon, Judah concerned itself with its self-centered 
indulgencies (Isaiah 21:5; 22:12-14), bringing them under a similar judgment (Isaiah 22:1-
10; 22:1-14). Despite falling under God’s judgment, they “did not look to him who did it, 
or see him who planned it long ago” (Isaiah 22:9-11). 

• The oracle against Jerusalem focuses on Shebna, a palace administrator who served in a 
capacity like the White House chief of staff (Isaiah 22:15-25). Shebna’s arrogant self-
aggrandizement embodied the failure for which God censured Jerusalem (Isaiah 22:15-
18, 12-14). God, therefore, announced He would “violently” depose him and replace him 
with Eliakim (Isaiah 22:17-25; cf. Isaiah 36:3; 37:2). 
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Isaiah 23 – oracle against Tyre.  

• The seaport/shipping center city of Tyre occupied an essential place in the economic life 
of the Ancient Near East, giving it a “pompous pride” (Isaiah 23:8-9).   

• With help from Egypt (cf. Isaiah 23:5), Tyre broke free from Assyrian rule during the 
empire’s waning years. However, Babylon captured the city in 572 BC, resulting in a 
subjugation that would last until Alexander the Great destroyed the city in 332 BC.  

• Even though the nation would not abandon its idolatrous or licentious ways (Isaiah 
23:17), Isaiah did mention God would give the country a reprieve “at the end of seventy 
years” so that it could “supply abundant food and fine clothing for those who dwell 
before the LORD” (Isaiah 23:15-18).   

 

Isaiah 24-27 – judgment of the earth and Israel’s redemption  
Isaiah 24 – judgment of the whole world.  

• Having finished addressing the nations surrounding Judah, Isaiah shifts his focus to 
encompass “the earth” – just as God judges the nations, so too will He judge all humanity 
for breaking “the everlasting covenant” (Isaiah 24:1-5; cf. Genesis 9:16; Romans 1:18-23). 

• Using apocalyptic-like language (cf. Isaiah 24:21-23), Isaiah describes God’s coming 
judgment and warns against premature rejoicing, writing that it will progress until “the 
earth is utterly broken” (Isaiah 24:7-23). 

 
Isaiah 25 – judgment of the whole earth. 

• Drawing on the purifying nature of God’s judgment already introduced in his message (cf. 
Isaiah 1:24-26), Isaiah writes that, in breaking the world, God seeks to establish a purified 
people who will inhabit a blessed world in which He “will swallow up death forever” 
(Isaiah 25:6-9).  

• The New Testament clarifies Isaiah’s image, revealing God’s intention to remove sin’s 
curse and restore the world to its pre-fall state (Isaiah 25:8; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; 
Revelation 22:1-4; 22:1-5). 

 
Isaiah 26-27 – songs about God’s future day of judgment. 

• Isaiah 26 records a song picturing the blessings God will bestow on righteous people “in 
that day” (cf. Isaiah 26:1). 

• Even though they were waiting for that day (Isaiah 26:20-21), Isaiah comforted those 
facing the prospect of God’s wrath that precedes its arrival – “your dead shall live; their 
bodies shall rise” (Isaiah 26:19). 

• Isaiah 27 records another song about the day of the LORD that revisits the imagery of 
Israel as God’s vineyard (Isaiah 5:1-7). However, Isaiah 27 notes that God’s plan to deal 
with his unfruitful vineyard (Isaiah 5:1-7) sought to remove its impurities so that “Jacob 
shall take root, and Israel shall blossom and put forth shoots” (Isaiah 27:6-9). 
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Applications 
Despite repeated, dramatic experiences of God’s sovereignty and His encouragement to trust in 
Him, Judah often placed its trust in the military, economic, and political ‘power’ of the nations. In 
what ways do you think we might similarly trust our world more than God? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given the prevalence of trusting people and institutions rather than God, what practical steps 
can we take to help cultivate our trust in God? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Isaiah offers glimpses into the future reality God will one day create. That reality will be 
characterized by obedience to God that unites people and dismantles divisive boundaries (cf. 
Isaiah 19:16-25). Since God moves in that direction, what can we do in the present to prepare 
for that reality? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Notes 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Map of the Assyrian districts during Tiglath-Pileser III’s reign (ca. 732 BC) 2 

 
2 Aharoni, Yohanan, Michael Avi-Yonah, Anson F. Rainey, R. Steven Notley, and Ze’ev Safrai, eds. The Carta Bible 
Atlas. Fifth Edition. Jerusalem, Israel: Carta Jerusalem, 2011. 


