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ISAIAH 
A survey of the book of Isaiah 
 
 
For many people, the book of Isaiah stands out from the other books of prophecy. Its high 
literary style, eloquent poetry, and messianic prophecies motivate many to praise the book. But 
we understand that God's interests do not rest in literary aesthetics. He uses those means to 
reach a more significant, practical purpose – helping its readers change their lives. We must 
therefore ask ourselves, "What messages does Isaiah contain, and how will they help me live a 
better life?"   
 
With that question in mind, we will seek to develop a better understanding of the book of Isaiah 
this quarter to discover the messages it contains for our lives. 
 
 

Tentative class schedule 
Below is the tentative schedule this class will follow: 

 

• March 1 – Isaiah 1-12, part 1 

• March 8 – Isaiah 1-12, part 2 

• March 15 – Isaiah 13-27, part 1 

• March 22 – Isaiah 13-27, part 2 

• March 29 – Isaiah 28-35, part 1 

• April 5 – Isaiah 28-35, part 2 

• April 12 – Isaiah 36-39 

• April 19 – Isaiah 40-48, part 1 

• April 26 – Isaiah 40-48, part 2 

• May 3 – Isaiah 49-55, part 1 

• May 10 – Isaiah 49-55, part 2 

• May 17 – Isaiah 56-66, part 1 

• May 24 – Isaiah 56-66, part 2 

 
 

Isaiah 1-12 
The first twelve chapters of Isaiah address Judah's failure to trust God, a failure Isaiah narrates 
through king Ahaz's refusal to accept the help God sent to him through Isaiah (Isaiah 7-8). The 
nation's unbelief led to sprawling disobedience, poetically pictured in the book's opening 
chapter. God responded to the nation's disobedience by commissioning Isaiah to deliver a two-
part message of coming destruction and future restoration. To help us understand the flow of 
this section in the book, consider the following outline of Isaiah 1-12: 
 

A - Israel's disobedience and resulting destruction (Isaiah 1:1-31) 
B - Visions of Jerusalem's future restoration (Isaiah 2:1-4:6) 

C - Coming destruction of Judah (Isaiah 5:1-30) 
D - Call of Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1-13) 

C' - coming destruction of Judah (Isaiah 7:1-8:18) 
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B' - visions of future the restoration of Israel (Isaiah 8:19-11:9) 
A' - Israel's future restoration and obedience (Isaiah 11:10-12:6) 

 

 
Isaiah 1-5 

• Isaiah 1 - Isaiah announces God's divine judgment against Judah.  
o Isaiah 1:2-4 - Isaiah's opening comments portray the nation as a rebellious, 

ignorant people overwhelmed by the burden of their sinfulness. 
o Isaiah 1:10-20 - two ways for the nation to respond to its situation - hypocritical 

rituals (vv.10-15) or repentance and changed living (vv.18-20).  
▪ Isaiah 1:5-9 - God calls to the nation, asking why they want to be "struck 

down"1 and describing their predicament - they are on the verge of being 
like Sodom and Gomorrah. 

▪ Isaiah 1:10-17 - Rather than responding to their dilemma by continuing to 
offer hypocritical worship, God calls on the nation to answer by 
"cease[ing] to do evil; learn[ing] to good." 

▪ Isaiah 1:18-20 - if the nation listens to Him, God said he would heal and 
bless them, but if they refuse, they will "be eaten by the sword." 

o Isaiah 1:21-31 - Jerusalem's unfaithfulness cast them in the role of God's 
"enemies," leading to his announcement that He would purify the nation by 
smelting away "those who forsake the LORD." 

• Isaiah 2-4 - Following God's announcement that He would 'purify' the nation, two poems 
about restoration frame a section describing the nation's purification.  

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 

Illustration excepted from The Bible Project’s Isaiah poster (www.bibleproject.com/downloads/posters) 
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o Poem 1 (Isaiah 2:1-5) pictures the future exaltation of Jerusalem and the temple, 
the pilgrimage of the nations to Jerusalem, and the establishment of justice and 
peace among the nations.  

o Framed by the two poems, Isaiah 2:6-4:1 describes God's purifying judgment 
against all that is high and exalted (Isaiah 2:6-22), against Israel's corrupt leaders 
(Isaiah 3:1-15), and against Israel's arrogant daughters (Isaiah 3:16-4:1). 

o Poem 2 (Isaiah 4:2-6) images God's future restoration of a remnant, the branch of 
Yahweh, and the LORD'S return to Zion. 

• Isaiah 5 – Isaiah chapter five records God's song about Judah and Jerusalem, His vineyard. 
Its lyrics announce the vineyard's fruitlessness and God's intention to destroy it (vv.1-7), 
offering seven "woes" explaining why the nation deserves God's wrath (vv.8-24). The 
song concludes with the announcement that God has stretched out His hand against 
them by calling a foreign nation to conquer them (vv.25-30). 
 

Illustration excepted from The Bible Project’s Isaiah poster (www.bibleproject.com/downloads/posters) 
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Isaiah 6 
Isaiah's prophetic commission announces God's judgment against the nation for their 
hardheartedness toward Him and His messengers (vv.8-13). The chapter also illustrates the 
righteousness of God's pronouncement by contrasting Isaiah's humble repentance (vv.1-5) with 
Judah's callousness (vv.9-10). 
 
 

Isaiah 7-12 
The theme of trust in God rather than in human institutions dominates chapters 7 through 39. 
The book introduces the theme in chapters 7-12 by narrating Judean king Ahaz's failure to trust 
God when confronted with Syria and Israel's coercion to join them in battling Assyria. Rather 
than l trusting God, Ahaz entrusted his well-being to Assyria. The section (Isaiah 7-39) ends with 
a contrasting account; it ends with Ahaz's son Hezekiah facing pressure from Assyria. Unlike his 
father, Hezekiah humbly entrusted himself to God rather than any human institution (Isaiah 36-
39). 
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Assyria dominated the Ancient Near East from approximately 900-609 BC. Headquartered in 
Mesopotamia on the Tigris River, the kingdom spread out in all directions, especially exerting 
control over rival powers like Babylon and Egypt. 
 
The only navigable land route connecting Assyria and Egypt moved along the eastern 
Mediterranean coast, a narrow band of land hosting several small coastal nations that included 
the Jewish kingdoms of Israel and Judah. Those nations, bordered on the west by the ocean and 
on the east by the Arabian desert, experienced immense pressure from Assyria for a century 
before a decline in power in the early eighth century (782-745 BC) afforded the nations a 
reprieve. However, the ascension of Tiglath-Pileser III to the Assyrian throne in 745 BC 
inaugurated a new period of Assyrian aggression that would last until the kingdom's demise in 
609 BC. The empire-expanding agenda of the neo-Assyrian kingdom brought them into direct 
conflict with Israel and Judah, the tension that provides the backdrop to the paired narratives of 
Ahaz and Hezekiah that bookend the first half of Isaiah (Isaiah 7-12; 36-39). 
 
Pekah, King of Israel, and Rezin, King of Aram, pressured Judean king Ahaz to join their anti-
Assyrian coalition. However, Ahaz refused Isaiah's counsel to wait on God and instead sent for 
Tiglath-Pileser to come to his aid (2 Kings 16:5-9; Isaiah 7).  Ahaz's summons resulted in Assyria's 
westward campaign from 734-732 BC, during which they destroyed Aram, annexed significant 
portions of Israel, and made Judah a vassal state. 
 

 
• Isaiah 7:1-9 - Isaiah delivers God's promise to help Ahaz deal with "Rezin the king of Syria 

and Pekah the son of Remaliah the king of Israel [when they] came up to Jerusalem to 
wage war against it" to force Judah to join them in their effort to stop Assyria's 
aggression in their lands. 

• Isaiah 7:10-8:18 - Ahaz rejected Isaiah's message and sent messengers to Assyria, seeking 
their protection in exchange for his vassalage to the nation (Isaiah 7:10-13; 2 Kings 16:5-
7; 2 Chronicles 28:5-6, 16). His rejection led to Isaiah's announcement of the sign of 
Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14) - God was with Israel despite Ahaz's rejection. God's covenant 
commitment to the nation carried ominous consequences for Ahaz; because he trusted 
Assyria rather than God, God would use Assyria to oppress, rather than protect, Judah 
(Isaiah 7:17; 8:3-8). Isaiah 7:18-8:22 describes the tragic consequences of Ahaz's (and 
Judah's) failure to trust God. 

• Isaiah 9:1-7 - Even though God "thrust [Judah] into thick darkness" (Isaiah 8:20-22), He 
did not intend to leave them in that dawn-less state - He would cause a "great light" to 
shine in Galilee, the place where their oppression started (Isaiah 9:1; 2 Kings 15:29). That 
light would appear in the form of a child king, a descendant of David, whose peaceful rule 
would be marked by justice and righteousness (Isaiah 9:6-7), a figure who found 
immediate, partial fulfillment in Hezekiah and its fullness in Jesus. 

• Isaiah 9:8-10:4 - Isaiah announced that Judah had to reconcile with God, who had 
stretched out His hand against them because of their arrogance (Isaiah 9:9, 12, 17, 21; 
10:4). 
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• Isaiah 10:5-34 - While God used Assyria to punish arrogant Judah, His sovereignty 
extended over their nation too, and He held them accountable for their violent arrogance 
(Isaiah 10:5-7, 12). God thus encouraged the Israelites not to be "afraid of the Assyrians" 
because He would strike them down (Isaiah 10:24-25), rescuing the remnant of His 
people that He shielded from Assyria's oppression (Isaiah 10:20-23). 

• Isaiah 11:1-16 - God would use "the remnant of Israel" (Isaiah 10:20) to establish the 
kingdom He announced in Isaiah 9:6-7 - a kingdom of peace led by a new David (Isaiah 
11:6-9, 1). That new kingdom would bring in all who had been exiled throughout the 
earth (Isaiah 11:11-12). 

• Isaiah 12 - the final chapter in this section offers a poetic reflection on God's 
trustworthiness and how it should shape the thinking of His people. 

 
 
 

Application 
Even though Judah continued to worship God (cf. Isaiah 1:10-15), God condemned the nation for 
not trusting Him. How does Israel's distrust of God manifest itself in Isaiah 1-12? In what ways do 
you think we might similarly distrust God? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What was God's antidote to Judah's misplaced trust? How do you think we can use Isaiah's 
instructions to Judah to cultivate our trust in God? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Notes 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


