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WHAT DOES THE LORD REQUIRE? 
Micah 6:6-8 
 
 
I have many Bibles. I buy different translations with different layouts, different size fonts, and 
different thicknesses of paper. Various purposes drive my purchases; I use some for reading, 
some for writing in, some for studying, and some for teaching. Despite those differences, all my 
Bibles have a common feature - they all have A LOT of pages filled with A LOT of words. English 
translations have, on average, 750,000 words, not including references, footnotes, and other 
added features (by comparison, all seven books in the Harry Potter series contain 1,084,170 
words – not that much more than the Bible). 
 
While the Bible’s thickness can daunt readers, its sprawling and complex mix of ancient Semitic 
narrative and poetry adds additional layers of difficulty. Given its intimidating size and content, 
we might yearn for a ‘cliff notes’ version, for short, executive summaries that help us understand 
its message. Fortunately, the Bible includes several passages that offer such a summary. We will 
consider some of them this morning and explore their applications for our lives.
 

God’s consistent message 
• Near the beginning of its story, the Bible recounts Cain’s murder of his brother Abel 

(Genesis 4:1-16). Cain’s concession to sin’s predatory and destructive desires established 
a precedent the Bible would later contrast with loving one another (1 John 2:11-15). 

• The precedent set by Cain spread throughout humanity, corrupting the earth and filling it 
with violence (Genesis 6:11-12). 

• God’s response to humanity’s violence centered on choosing Abraham and 
commissioning him to do “righteousness and justice”1 (Genesis 18:17-19). 

• However, the Bible’s account of Abraham and his family reveals their failure to be right 
and just. 

• Their struggles eventually led to God’s covenant with Abraham’s descendants at Mount 
Sinai, where He charged the nation with the responsibility of being a holy people and 
provided laws designed to outline that expectation (Exodus 19:5-6). 

o While seemingly tucked away amid many other laws, Exodus 22:21-24 describes 
God’s expectation for how He wanted Israel to treat foreigners, widows, and 
orphans. 

o Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 tethers holiness to loving one’s neighbor, connecting that 
behavior and God’s identity (cf. Exodus 34:5-7). 

o Nearly forty years after receiving those commands from God, Moses offered a 
distilled summary of God’s expectation for the Israelites that merged the 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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treatment of foreigners, widows, and orphans, the command to love one’s 
neighbor, and God’s identity (Deuteronomy 10:12-19).  

• The command to be holy, expressed through the proper treatment of others, contrasts 
the narrative of violence driving Israel’s history. 

• The tensions between holiness and violence escalated in the prophets who, directed by 
God, addressed the long-standing and deeply engrained unjust practices plaguing God’s 
people (cf. Micah 3:1-12). 

• Consider the following three passages that offer summaries of how God expected the 
Israelites to respond to their corrupted ways, summaries that restate Moses’ summary: 

Isaiah 1:16-17 

Micah 6:8 

Zechariah 7:8-10 

 
• Jesus, who transitions readers from God’s covenant with Israel to the new covenant God 

enacts through him, repeatedly gave summaries of God’s covenant expectations that 
echo the prophets’ emphasis: 

Matthew 7:12 

Matthew 22:34-40 

 
• The New Testament writers, with Jesus’ focus in mind, offer the following summaries of 

God’s will: 

Romans 13:8-10 

Galatians 5:14 

James 2:8 

1 John 2:7-8 

 

Applications 
Beliefs and practices matter (cf. Matthew 23:23; 1 Corinthians 4:6). However, ‘right’ beliefs and 
practices lose their value when we fail to pair them with love (1 Corinthians 13:1-13). 
 
God’s attention to how one treats foreigners, widows, and orphans indicates that one’s 
relationship with those individuals reveals whether one understands His will. So, we should ask 
ourselves: 

• What do my thoughts about immigrants – legal and illegal – reveal about my love? 

• Do I treat my community’s poor and powerless people with righteousness and justice? 

• Does God-shaped love drive my thoughts and behaviors, or do other things like 
economics, politics, or personal preferences determine what I do? 

 


