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JOHN'S REVELATION 
"The things that must soon take place"1 
 
 
John's Revelation, addressed to "the seven churches that are in Asia" (Revelation 1:4), records a 
vision John received from Jesus describing "things that must soon take place" (Revelation 1:1). 
While chapters two and three of the book address specific situations within the seven churches, 
the rest of the book pictures the larger spiritual conflict creating the challenges confronting 
those churches. Even though directed to churches facing difficulties within their culture, the 
book offers a glimpse into the more significant, underlying efforts of evil to disrupt God's people 
in the world. That perspective also includes God's assurances that He will not allow such evil to 
go unaddressed and affords readers a preview of His judgment against that evil and the blessings 
He promises to His people. 
  
 

A new creation – Revelation 21-22 
Revelation chapters four and five record John's vision of God's heavenly throne room, where he 
sees God holding a scroll in His hand sealed with seven seals. Chapter six begins a ten-chapter-
long sequence of events initiated when Jesus opens the seals on the scroll. The series includes 
three sets of sevens – seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls – that announce God's 
escalating judgment against the world's evil.  
 
John's vision of God's judgment reveals the malicious activity of an evil trinity composed of the 
devil and two beasts who exercise their destructive power through the world's kingdoms like 
Rome (Revelation 12-13, 17). The announcements of God's judgment described in the three 
cycles of sevens concludes with God's defeat of the evil-empowered Roman empire (Revelation 
18), the beasts (Revelation 19), and the devil (Revelation 20). But John's vision also reveals the 
victory awaiting God's people, a triumph characterized as "a new heaven and a new earth" 
(Revelation 21-22). 
 
 

"Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth"2 
Revelation 21:1-22:5 – In Revelation 17-20, John witnessed God's judgment of Babylon, the 
beast, false prophet, Satan, and all humanity that partnered with them. Seated on "a great white 
throne," God's judgment possessed a scope and authority so great that "from his presence earth 
and sky fled away" (Revelation 20:11). God filled that void left by the corrupted creation with a 
"new heaven and a new earth" (Revelation 21:1, "heaven" is the same Greek word – ouranos – 

 
1 Revelation 1:1. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
2 Revelation 21:1 
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translated as "sky" in Revelation 20:11). Revelation 21:2-22:5 describes that new reality and the 
people God permits to inhabit it.  
 

 

• John's vision of a "new heaven and a new earth" fulfills a hope anticipated by Isaiah in 
Isaiah 65:17 and Isaiah 66:22 – the hope for a world set right, a world freed from sin's 
corruption and its consequences (cf. 2 Peter 3:8-13).   

• However, a few differences separate the new creation John saw from the world he 
inhabited.  

o First, "the sea was no more" (Revelation 21:1). In John's vision, the sea represents 
a source of evil – it is the location that birthed the first beast (Revelation 13:1-10). 
It also portrays "the peoples and multitudes and nations and languages" that give 
their allegiance to the beast (Revelation 17:1, 15).  

o Second, death, mourning, crying, and pain no longer exist (Revelation 21:4), 
symptoms of sin's curse plaguing humanity and the creation (Genesis 3:14-19; 
Revelation 22:3; Isaiah 25:6-8). The removal of death reminds readers of a crucial 
biblical perspective – death is unnatural and inextricably tied to sin (Romans 5:12; 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 56). 

o Third, a "new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven" inhabits the new creation 
(Revelation 21:9-27; cf. Galatians 4:26; Hebrews 11:16; 12:22).  

▪ The vision presents the city as a symbol of God's people; it is both a place 
and a people. 

• John's vision portrays the city as a "bride adorned for her husband" 
and the "bride of the lamb" (Revelation 21:2, 9), imagery 

Illustration excepted from The Bible Project’s Revelation poster (www.bibleproject.com/downloads/posters) 
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elsewhere used to picture the relationship between Jesus and the 
church (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:22-33).  

• The new Jerusalem boasts twelve gates inscribed with the names 
of the Israelite tribes (Revelation 21:12-13) and twelve foundations 
possessing the names of the twelve apostles (Revelation 21:14). 

▪ The new Jerusalem possesses no temple because God lives in it in an 
unmediated way (Revelation 21:22-23). The entire city/people become 
God's new temple. 

• John's vision notes the city's unusual dimensions – a 1,500 square 
cube (Revelation 21:16; cf. Ezekiel 40-43). The only other cube 
mentioned in the Bible is the holy of holies, the inner room of the 
temple that housed the ark of the covenant (1 Kings 6:20).  

• God filled the temple with garden imagery reminiscent of the 
Garden of Eden (1 Kings 6:29-36), but He filled the new Jerusalem 
with a new and greater Garden of Eden (Revelation 22:1-2; Genesis 
2:9-10; 3:22).  

• In an intensified way, the new creation, with its new Eden, returns 
the Bible's story to where it began (Genesis 2:9-10). 

• John's vision announces the reason for the new creation and the new Jerusalem – "the 
dwelling place of God is with man" (Revelation 21:3). God's plan has always centered on 
dwelling with humanity in the creation He designed to host that relationship. Revelation's 
concluding scene reveals God's commitment to His intention while also revealing that the 
'end of the story' will echo its beginning in a different and better way.  

• While his vision details the future reality God plans for His people, it also announces 
those to whom God grants access - those faithful people who overcome the devil's 
influences (Revelation 21:5-7; 22:14-15). 

• God gives those faithful people a special distinction – they "reign forever and ever" with 
God (Revelation 22:5; cf. Genesis 1:26-28; Daniel 7:9, 18, 27; Ephesians 2:6). 

 

"The time is near"3 
Revelation 21:6-21 – John's vision concludes with reminders about the immediacy of its message 
and the severe consequences attending it. 

• John's revelation ends with repeated announcements that it refers to "what must soon 
take place" (Revelation 22:6, 10; cf. Revelation 1:1-3). 

• Because of the immediate nature of the things about which he wrote, John was told not 
to hide his message (Revelation 22:10; cf. Revelation 1:1, 3; Daniel 8:26) and to include a 
warning not to tamper with "the words of the book of this prophecy" (Revelation 22:18-
19). 

• The combination of the immanent time of the judgment revealed in his vision and the 
seriousness of its consequences, John concludes with an invitation for his readers to join 
in the blessings detailed in his vision (Revelation 22:17). 

 
3 Revelation 22:10 
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Notes 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Applications 
God does not announce that humans’ dwelling place is with Him, but that “the dwelling place 
of God is with man” (Revelation 21:3). How do you think that declaration should shape the way 
we think about ourselves and the world we inhabit? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
John’s vision ends with announcements that it refers to things that “must soon take place” 
(Revelation 22:6). But it also includes Jesus’ declaration, “I am coming soon” (Revelation 22:12, 
20). How do you think we should understand the two announcements, especially given their 
shared language? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How would you summarize John’s vision? How do you think that vision offers hope to the 
church? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 


