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MEDITATING ON MATTHEW 
Kingdom judgment (Matthew 23:1-25:46) 
 
 
Psalms introduces its collection of Hebrew poetry with a portrait of a righteous person, poetically 
describing them as a Garden-of-Eden-like individual who enjoys prosperity and protection from 
God. They enjoy those blessings because "his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he 
meditates day and night"1 (Psalm 1:1-2). The connection between a meditative focus on God's 
law and blessings moves throughout the Bible, even though not every person who focused on 
God's word enjoyed prosperity and peace in their lives. The Edenic blessings described in Psalm 1 
come into one's life when they 'meditate day and night' because that focus transforms the 
meditating individual (cf. Romans 12:2; 2 Timothy 3:16-17), changing them into a kind of person 
God welcomes into His promised, future reality (cf. Revelation 21:1-4; 22:1-5). 
 
With Psalm's picture of the meditating individual in mind, we are continuing to use some of our 
Sunday evenings this quarter to meditate on the gospel of Matthew to help support the children 
participating in LTC (Matthew is the book chosen for the LTC Bible bowl).  
 
 

Judgment of the leaders 
Matthew 23:1-12 - Jesus warns the crowds and his disciples to avoid the hypocrisy of the scribes 
and Pharisees.  
Following his hostile interactions with the religious leaders in Matthew 21-22, Jesus turned his 
attention "to the crowds and to his disciples" who gathered around him and issued a prophetic 
condemnation against the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 23:1-12; cf. Matthew 
5:20-6:24). 
 
Matthew 23:13-36 – Following the prophets' pronouncements of God's judgment, Jesus issues a 
series of "woes" condemning the scribes and Pharisees' hypocrisy. 
Beginning in Matthew 23:13, Jesus pronounced seven "woes" against the religious leaders 
(Matthew 23:13, 15, 16, 23, 27, 29). Those "woes" reveal a few defining characteristics. For 
example: 

• Misunderstandings about God's law caused the scribes and Pharisees to neglect its 
"weightier matters" (Matthew 23:23). 

• Their misunderstandings resulted in a superficial emphasis on externals that protected, 
rather than rehabilitated, corrupt hearts (Matthew 23:25-28; cf. Matthew 15:1-20).  

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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• The disregard for the purposes of God's law and the self-righteousness that accompanied 
it identified the scribes and Pharisees as children of hell rather than children of God 
(Matthew 23:13-15, 29-33). 

In a statement that echoes God's judgment against Pharaoh (cf. Exodus 7:3-5; 9:12-16), Jesus 
announced his intention to hold the scribes and Pharisees accountable for "all the righteous 
blood shed on earth" (Matthew 23:34-36) 
 

Judgment of the people 

Matthew 23:37-39 - Jesus laments Jerusalem's rejection of him and announces its judgment. 
Matthew places Jesus' condemnation of Jerusalem immediately after his judgment against the 
scribes and Pharisees. Jesus had desired to protect and nurture the city, but it was "not willing" 
to accept him. Their rejection led Jesus to announce, "your house is being left to you desolate," a 
declaration that God would abandon them as they had abandoned him (Matthew 23:38; cf. 
Jeremiah 7:1-15; Ezekiel 10:4, 18; 11:23). 
 
Matthew 24:1-2 - Jesus announces the destruction of the temple. 
Matthew pairs Jesus' announcement that Jerusalem's "house" would be left "desolate" 
(Matthew 23:38) with his prediction of the temple's destruction, the city's "house" (Matthew 
24:1-2).  
 
Matthew 24:3-35 – Jesus answers his disciples' questions about the temple's destruction by 
telling them the signs preceding it. 
Disturbed by Jesus' pronouncement, the disciples asked Jesus a two-part question – "when will 
these things be" and "what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age" (Matthew 
24:3). Jesus separated their question into two different concerns and addressed the first part in 
Matthew 24:3-35 - the signs preceding the temple's destruction. Note the following things: 

• Jesus used imagery typical in announcements of God's judgment on nations in the Old 
Testament (cf. Matthew 24:29-31; Isaiah 13:1, 9-11; Ezekiel 32:1-2, 7-8; Joel 2:1-10). 

• Mark and Luke's records of Jesus' answer to the apostles' question reveal Jesus' 
understanding that the destruction of the temple was tied to Rome's destruction of 
Jerusalem in AD 70 (Mark 13:14-20; Luke 21:20-24). 

• Jesus told the apostles what he said in Matthew 24:3-34 would happen during their 
lifetime (Matthew 24:34-35). 

 

Judgment of everyone 

Matthew 24:36-25:46 – Also in repose to his disciples' questions, Jesus told them no signs 
precede the final judgment. 
Jesus next addressed the second part of the disciples' question - the end of the age. He told the 
apostles that no signs precede that event - it will come at an unknown, unexpected time 
(Matthew 24:42, 44; 25:13). Because they cannot know when it will happen, Jesus instructed the 
disciples always to be prepared (Matthew 24:44), a point he emphasized through the parables of 
the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) and the talents (Matthew 25:14-30). 
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Matthew closes his account of Jesus' teachings about the second coming with a section in which 
Jesus addresses the criteria God will use during the final judgment - one's care for others, most 
especially the overlooked and powerless people, determine one's citizenship in the kingdom 
(Matthew 25:31-46; cf. Deuteronomy 10:17-20; Zechariah 7:8-10; Matthew 7:12; Luke 10:25-37; 
James 1:27). 
 

Insights from Jesus' judgment teachings 
Consider a few insights into judgment from Jesus' teachings in Matthew 23:1-25:46: 
 
Judgment will be weighted in favor of the "weightier matters" – justice, mercy, and faithfulness 

(Matthew 23:23). 
 

The weightier matters express themselves through service and humility (Matthew 23:1-11; 
25:31-46). 

 
Judgment follows an adjustable scale that considers God's laws and everyone's "talents" 

(Matthew 23:1-2; 25:14-30). 
 

The final judgment will be unavoidable, unannounced, and unappealable (Matthew 24:42, 44; 
25:13, 46). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applications 

What do you think Matthew emphasizes in his record of Jesus’ judgment teachings? What 
insights do you think those emphases reveal about Jesus’ understandings about judgment? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If Jesus came to save and not condemn the world (John 3:17), why do you think judgment 
occupies such a prominent place in his teaching?   
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What do you think we can learn about our present life from Jesus’ teachings about future 
judgment? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 


