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JOHN'S REVELATION 
"The things that must soon take place"1 
 
 
John's Revelation, addressed to "the seven churches that are in Asia" (Revelation 1:4), records a 
vision John received from Jesus describing "things that must soon take place" (Revelation 1:1). 
While chapters two and three of the book address specific situations within the seven churches, 
the rest of the book pictures the larger spiritual conflict creating the challenges confronting 
those churches. Even though directed to churches facing difficulties within their culture, the 
book offers a glimpse into the more significant, underlying efforts of evil to disrupt God's people 
in the world. That perspective also includes God's assurances that He will not allow such evil to 
go unaddressed and affords readers a preview of His judgment against that evil and the blessings 
He promises to His people. 
  
 

Satan's defeat and the victory of God's people – Revelation 19-
20 
Revelation chapters four and five record John's vision of God's heavenly throne room, where he 
sees God holding a scroll in His hand sealed with seven seals. Chapter six begins a ten-chapter-
long sequence of events initiated when Jesus opens the seals on the scroll. The series includes 
three sets of sevens – seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls – that announce God's 
escalating judgment against the world's evil.  
 
John's vision of God's judgment reveals the malicious activity of an evil trinity composed of the 
devil and two beasts who exercise their destructive power through the world's kingdoms like 
Rome (Revelation 12-13, 17). The announcements of God's judgment described in the three 
cycles of sevens concludes with God's defeat of the evil-empowered Roman empire (Revelation 
18), the beasts (Revelation 19), and the devil (Revelation 20). But John's vision also reveals the 
victory awaiting God's people, a triumph unveiled alongside God's judgment of evil. 
 
 

"Salvation and power and glory belong to our God!"2 
Revelation 19 – After being shown a vision revealing Rome's allegiance with Satan and God's 
subsequent destruction of the nation for its part in the devil's war against God's people 
(Revelation 17-18; 12:17), John heard announcements about two feasts – the marriage feast for 
the Lamb's bride (Revelation 19:6-10) and a macabre feast featuring the corpses of those aligned 

 
1 Revelation 1:1. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
2 Revelation 19:1 
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with Satan – the beast, the false prophet, and their army (Revelation 19:17-21). Chapter 
nineteen records three scenes detailing the two feasts. 
 

 
 

• Scene 1 - In a scene reminiscent of the worship God receives in His heavenly throne room 
(Revelation 4:1-11), John heard "a great multitude in heaven" rejoicing over 
Babylon/Rome's destruction (Revelation 19:1-5; cf. Revelation 7:9). Unlike that previous 
scene, the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures worship God, not as the life-
giving creator (Revelation 4:11), but the righteous judge (Revelation 19:1-2). 

• Scene 2 - John abruptly shifts his focus from describing heaven's rejoicing to recording 
the announcement of the Lamb's marriage to the His bride (Revelation 19:6-10; 2 
Corinthians 11:2).  

o The Hebrew Bible often portrays Israel as God's bride (cf. Isaiah 62:4-5; Jeremiah 
2:2; Hosea), which led to the association of a wedding feast with the inauguration 
of the messianic age (cf. Isaiah 25:6-8; Matthew 8:11-12; 9:14-15; 25:1-13; Luke 
22:30; John 3:28-29). 

o The announcement of the bride clothed "in the righteous deeds of the saints" 
offered a guarantee of eventual victory to John's audience (Revelation 19:6-8; 
2:10; 3:5). 

• Scene 3 – The third movement in chapter nineteen revisits John's vision of Jesus in the 
opening of his vision, depicting the nature of his victory (Revelation 19:11-21; 1:12-16).  

o The image of Jesus wearing blood-soaked clothes (soaked from his blood rather 
than the blood of his enemies, cf. Revelation 5:5-6) and riding a white horse 
echoed a familiar Roman scene (Revelation 19:11-16). A Roman Triumphator (a 
general or emperor) returning home after a successful military campaign would 
often lead a victory procession into Rome while riding a white horse and wearing 

Illustration excepted from The Bible Project’s Revelation poster (www.bibleproject.com/downloads/posters) 
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red robes in honor of the god Jupiter. John's vision ironically inverts that image, 
using Roman traditions to image Jesus' victory over Rome and the satanic beast 
that empowered it (Revelation 17-18). 

o John's vision of Jesus' victory precedes the message of a gruesome feast – the 
birds were called to "gather for the great supper of God," they were called to 
feast on the corpses of the armies which gave their allegiance to the beast and 
the false prophet (Revelation 19:17-21). 

o Despite the grisly images of John's vision, notice that Jesus' robes are not red with 
the blood of his enemies but presumably with his blood (Revelation 19:13; 5:6), 
and his army is "arrayed in fine linen" rather than armor (Revelation 19:14, 8; cf. 
Revelation 7:1-10). Jesus defeats his enemies by being the slain Lamb, and his 
army joins him through their submission to him (cf. Revelation 5:5-6; 7:1-10). 

 

"The devil…was thrown into the lake of fire"3 
Revelation 20 – Having witnessed God's victory over Babylon/Rome (Revelation 18) and the two 
beasts (Revelation 19), John's vision shifts to announce God's defeat of Satan (Revelation 20). 

• After witnessing the defeat of Babylon/Rome and the defeat of the beasts (Revelation 17-
19), John's vision allowed him to see the binding of the devil and the rule of God's people 
(Revelation 20:1-3). 

o John wrote that the devil would be "bound for a thousand years" (Revelation 
20:2), a non-literal time used to evoke longevity (cf. Psalm 90:4; 2 Peter 3:8; 
Ecclesiastes 6:6) or completeness (cf. Deuteronomy 7:9; 1 Chronicles 16:15; Psalm 
50:10; 105:8). 

o The length of the devil's imprisonment contrasts with the limited nature of his 
persecution of the church (Revelation 2:10).  

o At the same time as the devil's binding, John saw the martyred Christians 
"reign[ing] with Christ" (Revelation 20:4; 7:13-14; 14:3-4), a picture fulfilling 
Daniel's vision (Daniel 7:9-27). 

• Following the completion of the thousand years, the devil will be "released for a short 
time," during which he will mount a final effort to defeat God (Revelation 20:7-10). 

o Drawing on Ezekiel's discussion of Gog and Magog (Ezekiel 38-39), John described 
Satan's final effort to disrupt God's plans (Revelation 20:7-9); God would permit it 
to "magnify [Himself], sanctify [Himself], and make [Himself] known in the sight of 
many nations" (Ezekiel 38:23). 

o Even though he mounted his best attack against God, the devil will be defeated 
and subjected to eternal torment along with the sea beast and the land beast 
(Revelation 20:9-10). 

• The final defeat of the devil introduced God's final judgment of humanity in which every 
person will be judged "according to their deeds," and only those who prove faithful to 
God will be saved (Revelation 20:11-15; 2:10). 

 
 

 
3 Revelation 20:10 
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Much debate exists about whether the thousand years in Revelation 20 should be understood 
literally or figuratively. Also, questions exist about the binding and releasing of the devil that 
John's vision associates with that time. We must not allow those debates to interfere with John's 
message: 
 

Satan has been defeated; the outcome is determined. 

Death is not the end for those who submit to Jesus. 

God exalts those who follow Jesus to reign with him. 

  

 

 
 
 
 

Applications 
How do you think John’s depiction of the defeat of Babylon/Rome, the beasts, and the devil in 
Revelation 18-20 offered hope to his audience? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
John’s vision describes Satan being bound, limiting his power and influence in the world 
(Revelation 20:1-3). If he was/is bound, how then do you think evil persist in the world?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
John’s vision repeatedly mentions that the devil “deceives” the nations (Revelation 20:3, 8), yet 
God announces that He will judge everyone “according to what they have done” (Revelation 
20:12-13). How do you think we should understand the balance between Satan’s deception 
and our accountability?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Next week 
Revelation 21-22 – a new creation 
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