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MEDITATING ON MATTHEW 
Kingdom community (Matthew 18:1-35) 
 
 
Psalms introduces its collection of Hebrew poetry with a portrait of a righteous person, poetically 
describing them as a Garden-of-Eden-like individual who enjoys prosperity and protection from 
God. They enjoy those blessings because "his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he 
meditates day and night" (Psalm 1:1-2). The connection between a meditative focus on God's 
law and blessings moves throughout the Bible, even though not every person who focused on 
God's word enjoyed prosperity and peace in their lives. The Edenic blessings described in Psalm 1 
come into one's life when they 'meditate day and night' because that focus transforms the 
meditating individual (cf. Romans 12:2; 2 Timothy 3:16-17), changing them into a kind of person 
God welcomes into His promised, future reality (cf. Revelation 21:1-4; 22:1-5). 
 
With Psalm's picture of the meditating individual in mind, we are continuing to use some of our 
Sunday evenings this quarter to meditate on the gospel of Matthew to help support the children 
participating in LTC (Matthew is the book chosen for the LTC Bible bowl).  
 
 

Jesus' teachings about sin and forgiveness 
Leading up to his account of Jesus' teachings about greatness in the kingdom of heaven 
(Matthew 18:1-35), Matthew recorded a series of scenes contrasting Jesus' sovereign identity 
and the establishment of his kingdom (Matthew 16:13-20; 17:1-8) with his imminent suffering 
and death (Matthew 16:21-23; 17:9-13, 22-23). Despite clearly and repeatedly announcing his 
death, the disciple's struggled to reconcile his announcement with their (mis)understandings of 
his kingdom. The tension between their misunderstanding and Jesus' kingdom motivates the 
teaching in Matthew chapter eighteen. In that fourth significant teaching section of his gospel, 
Matthew narrates Jesus' teachings about sin and forgiveness, which outline his expectations for 
how the people inhabiting his kingdom ought to manage their relationships.  
 

• Matthew uses a question to introduce Jesus' teaching in chapter eighteen – "Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" (Matthew 18:1; cf. Mark 9:33-37; Luke 9:46-48; 
Matthew 20:20-24). 

• Using a child as an illustration, Jesus offered his disciples a surprising answer to their 
question – greatness in his kingdom involves humbly giving up power and privilege (Matthew 
18:2-4).  

o While children were loved in Jewish society, they possessed no power or privilege; 
they lacked social status and depended entirely on others. 

o Jesus told his status-seeking disciples to give up their perceived status and entrust 
their lives and livelihood to him (Matthew 18:1–3; cf. Matthew 16:18; 19:27-28). 
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• Jesus emphasized the importance of humble, child-like people with teachings outlining their 
honored place in his kingdom. For example:  

o Humble people should be treated the same way one would treat Jesus (Matthew 
18:5).  

o Mistreating Jesus' humble people carries a severe penalty (Matthew 18:6; cf. Romans 
14:1-23). 

o The well-being of humble people should be safeguarded because God does not wish 
"even one of these little ones to perish" (Matthew 18:10-14). 

• Jesus followed his description of kingdom humility with teachings about forgiveness that 
offer a second insight into his kingdom – kingdom humility expresses itself through the 
practice of forgiveness (Matthew 18:15-35).  

o Following his discussion about the need to protect his "little ones," Jesus described 
what to do when someone does sin against one of his children (Matthew 18:15-20).  

▪ Jesus laid out a process that moved from private to public addresses, designed 
to fulfill God's will that not one of His people should perish (Matthew 18:14-
17). 

▪ Even though God desires restoration, severe consequences exist for anyone 
who refuses to submit to him (Matthew 18:17). 

▪ Jesus entrusts the responsibility of protecting the church community from 
sin's influence to the church's members, but he limits how they exercise that 
authority (Matthew 18:18-20). 

o Peter, recognizing forgiveness's central place in Jesus' plan to address sin in the 
church, asked about its limits (Matthew 18:21). Jesus answered with a parable that 
described the unlimited forgiveness he expects and the necessity of that kind of 
forgiveness in preserving one's place in his kingdom (Matthew 18:21-35). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applications 

Jesus surprised his disciples by using humility and forgiveness to identify his kingdom’s citizens. 
What characteristics do you think tend to define kingdom citizens in peoples’ minds? How might 
those characteristics either agree with, or differ from, the one’s Jesus offered?   
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What do you think we can do to cultivate a church environment that encourages humility and 
forgiveness?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What do you think we can learn from Jesus’ parables that we can apply to our efforts to teach 
people about Jesus? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 


