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JOHN'S REVELATION 
"The things that must soon take place"1 
 
 
John's Revelation, addressed to "the seven churches that are in Asia" (Revelation 1:4), records a 
vision John received from Jesus describing "things that must soon take place" (Revelation 1:1). 
While chapters two and three of the book address specific situations within the seven churches, 
the rest of the book pictures the larger spiritual conflict creating the challenges confronting 
those churches. Even though directed to churches facing difficulties within their culture, the 
book offers a glimpse into the more significant, underlying efforts of evil to disrupt God's people 
in the world. That perspective also includes God's assurances that He will not allow such evil to 
go unaddressed and affords readers a preview of His judgment against that evil and the blessings 
He promises to His people. 
  
 

The fall of Babylon – Revelation 18 
Revelation chapters four and five record John's vision of God's heavenly throne room, where he 
sees God holding a scroll in His hand sealed with seven seals. Chapter six begins a ten-chapter-
long sequence of events initiated when Jesus opens the seals on the scroll. The series includes 
three sets of sevens – seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls – that announce God's 
escalating judgment against the world's evil.  
 
Between the seven trumpets and the seven bowls, John received a vision of a dragon, a sea 
beast, and a land beast who formed an evil trinity to wage war against God's people (Revelation 
12-13). Relying on images drawn from Daniel's visions, John linked the evil trinity to world 
powers (Revelation 13:1-2; 18; Daniel 7:1-18). Revelation chapters seventeen and eighteen 
identify Rome as the world power through whom the evil trinity exercises its destructive 
influence and announce God's judgment on the nation for its complicity with the dragon's 
malicious purposes. 
 
 
"Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!"2 
Revelation 18 – Revelation chapters twelve and thirteen described the Devil's hostility towards 
Christians and his employment of the sea beast and the land beast to persecute the church 
violently.  Beginning in chapter seventeen, John recorded his visions that identified the beasts 
(Revelation 17:8-12, 18) and declared God's judgment on them (Revelation 17:14-17). Chapter 

 
1 Revelation 1:1. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
2 Revelation 18:2 
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eighteen announces Babylon's fall and notes the world's response to its collapse (Revelation 
18:1-8). 
 

 
• In a way that echoed the prophets' announcements about Babylon's demise (cf. Isaiah 

21:9), an angel proclaimed Rome's fall to John because it had seduced and enriched the 
nations around it with its immoralities (Revelation 18:1-3). 

• John's vision of Rome's demise makes repeated references to Babylon's arrogance 
(Daniel 4:30; Revelation 18:1, 10, 16, 18, 19, 21), using it to contrast the nation's 
supposed power with God's actual power (Revelation 18:8). That contrast assured John's 
readers that, just as God orchestrated the fall of ancient Babylon (cf. Isaiah 13:1-27; 21:1-
10; Daniel 5:1-30), so too would He destroy Rome. 

• Because its "sins have piled up as high as the heavens," a heavenly voice called the 
faithful people out of Rome to protect them from its impurities and to witness God's 
judgment on the arrogant and prideful nation (Revelation 18:4-8). 

• John records the world's responses to Rome's demise, evidencing the nation's seductive 
influence while anecdotally showcasing God's powerful judgment (Revelation 18:9-20). 

o The kings of the earth, who had joined Rome in immoral and sensual living, 
lamented over Rome's fall (Revelation 18:9-10). 

o The merchants and all those involved in sea trade wept and mourned over their 
lost income (Revelation 18:11-19). 

o In contrast to the weeping and mourning of the earth, the heavens rejoiced over 
Rome's fall, understanding it as God's answer to the oppression of His people 
(Revelation 18:20; 6:9-11). 

o The world's response to Rome's fall reminds us that, just as the world's kingdoms 
give themselves over to the dragon for power, people give themselves over to the 
power of kingdoms in exchange for pleasure and possessions. 

• Following the vignette of the world's responses to Rome's demise, John saw a strong 
angel describing the violent and devastating nature of God's judgment on the city 
(Revelation 18:21-24). 

Illustration excepted from The Bible Project’s Revelation poster (www.bibleproject.com/downloads/posters) 
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o Illustrating the suddenness of God's judgment by throwing a large millstone into 
the sea (Revelation 18:21), "a strong angel" declared Rome's punishment would 
result in the loss of joy, economy, light, and relationships (Revelation 18:22-23). 

o The angel also reasserted the reasons for the tragic judgment on Rome - it had 
deceived the nations with its sorcery and killed God's people (Revelation 18:23-
24).   

 
 

 
 
 

Next week 
Revelation 19-20 – the final battle 
 
 

Applications 
Revelation 18 narrates God’s judgment against Babylon/Rome and the world’s lament over its 
demise rather than its submission to Him. Why do you think the world chooses to side with 
Babylon, even when confronted with the clear evidence of God’s reality and judgment? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The angels’ announcements about the fall of Babylon mentioned the nation seduced the world 
with immorality and possessions (Revelation 18:3, 9-20). In what ways do you think the devil 
might be working in our society to similarly seduce people?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Empowered by the dragon, Babylon seduced the world through possessions (Revelation 18:3, 
9-20). In other places in the Bible, God blessed individuals with possessions (cf. 1 Kings 3:3-14; 
Job 42:12-17). How do you think we can distinguish between possessions the devil uses to 
seduce us and those God gives as a blessing?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Notes 
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