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HISTORICAL BIBLE READING PLAN 
February 2023  
 
 

Have you ever wondered what it would have been like to read the Old Testament in ancient 
Israel or the New Testament as the books were written? This year's Bible reading plan follows 
the way the Jewish people organized their Bible, what we often call the "Old Testament." Even 
though debated, this plan also arranges the New Testament readings in a way that follows the 
consensus about their composition dates. 

 

Introduction 
The Hebrew Bible (the Tanak) organizes its books differently than our English Old Testament 
arranges its books. The Tanak favors an organization built around the Jewish people's history and 
commentary on that history. That organization highlights a key difference between the Tanak 
and our English Old Testaments – the Jews organized their Bible to emphasize narrative and 
thematic connections while we organize our Old Testament by the style of writing. The organizing 
approach used by our Bibles can result in readers today missing meaningful connections the 
Jewish writers embedded in their works. We should remember that the Hebrew Bible was 
composed over a thousand years and offered its writers and editors the opportunity to develop 
deep, Spirit-guided reflections on Israel, its relationship to God, and His purposes in the world.   
 
 
This month's readings from the Torah (Leviticus-Numbers) use themes, characters, and settings 
introduced at the beginning of the Bible's story to develop its plot further. 

• God created the world to host His relationship with humanity, beings He made to partner 
with Him in ruling the creation by representing His will and purpose within the earth 
(Genesis 1-2). 

• Humanity chose to reject God's purpose to pursue its concerns instead, resulting in 
cascading disorder, violence, and death (Genesis 3-11). 

• God chose one man and his family (Abraham and his descendants, the Israelites) and 
promised to work through them to bless the disordered, violent, and deadly world; He 
promised to use Abraham and his family to restore His plan for humanity and the 
creation (cf. Genesis 12:1-3). 

• Genesis traces the gradual development of God's promised plan through four 
generations of Abraham's family. The book ends with Abraham's large and wealthy family 
moving to Egypt.  

• Exodus opens nearly four hundred years after the conclusion of Genesis. During that 
time, Abraham's family went from a large, wealthy family to a small, enslaved population 
in Egypt. 
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• Exodus records God's rescue of the Israelites, narrating their journey from Egypt through 
the wilderness to Mount Sinai, where God entered a covenant with them. However, the 
nation failed to meet the standard of holiness set for them in their covenant with God (cf. 
Exodus 19:5-6).  

• Leviticus narrates the rituals and sacrifices God gave to the nation that would allow them 
to maintain a holy status despite their failures.  

• Numbers traces the Jewish peoples' journey from Mount Sinai through the wilderness to 
the land God promised to give them and emphasizes that, despite God's provisions, the 
Israelites still failed to be a holy nation.  

 

February reading schedule 
 February 1, Leviticus 1-4  
 February 2, Leviticus 5-7  
 February 3, Leviticus 8-10  
 February 4, Leviticus 11-13  
 February 5, Leviticus 14-15  
 February 6, Leviticus 16-18  
 February 7, Leviticus 19-21  
 February 8, Leviticus 22-23  
 February 9, Leviticus 24-25 
 February 10, Leviticus 26-27 
 February 11, Numbers 1-2 
 February 12, Numbers 3-4 
 February 13, Numbers 5-6  
 February 14, Numbers 7 

 February 15, Numbers 8-10 
 February 16, Numbers 11-13  
 February 17, Numbers 14-15 
 February 18, Numbers 16-17 
 February 19, Numbers 18-20 
 February 20, Numbers 21-22 
 February 21, Numbers 23-25 
 February 22, Numbers 26-27 
 February 23, Numbers 28-30 
 February 24, Numbers 31-32 
 February 25, Numbers 33-34 
 February 26, Numbers 35-36 
 February 27, Deuteronomy 1-2 
 February 28, Deuteronomy 3-4 

 
 
 

Meditation 
Leviticus outlines aspects of the laws God gave Israel that He intended to help them understand 
and cultivate holiness. What insights does the book offer into God's expectation of holiness? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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In what ways do you find the pattern of rebellion and grace repeating in Leviticus and Numbers? 
What applications do you think that pattern has for us? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In what ways do you think this month's readings develop God's promise to Abraham in Genesis 
12:1-3? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
What additional applications can we make from this month's readings? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


