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JOHN'S REVELATION 
"The things that must soon take place"1 
 
 
John's Revelation, addressed to "the seven churches that are in Asia" (Revelation 1:4), records a 
vision John received from Jesus describing "things that must soon take place" (Revelation 1:1). 
While chapters two and three of the book address specific situations within the seven churches, 
the rest of the book pictures the larger spiritual conflict creating the challenges confronting 
those churches. Even though directed to churches facing difficulties within their culture, the 
book offers a glimpse into the more significant, underlying efforts of evil to disrupt God's people 
in the world. That perspective also includes God's assurances that He will not allow such evil to 
go unaddressed and affords readers a preview of His judgment against that evil and the blessings 
He promises to His people. 
  
 

The seven bowls – Revelation 15-16 
Revelation chapters four and five record John's vision of God's heavenly throne room, where he 
sees God holding a scroll in His hand sealed with seven seals. Chapter six begins a ten-chapter-
long sequence of events initiated when Jesus opens the seals on the scroll. The series includes 
three sets of sevens – seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls – that announce God's 
escalating judgment against the world's evil. Revelation 15-16 records the seven bowls that 
conclude the three cycles and lead into the book's climactic ending.  
 
 

"The wrath of God is finished"2 
Revelation 15:1-8 – John sees "another sign in heaven" (Revelation 15:1), one introduced in a 
scene of praise echoing Israel's worship of God after He rescued them from Egypt. 

• John's vision of the seven bowls beings with his comment that he "saw another sign in 
heaven" (Revelation 15:1), a comment connecting the bowls to the previous "signs" he 
witnessed in Revelation 14:1, 3.  

• However, before God ordered the bowls' contents unleashed on the earth, John saw 
"those who had conquered the beast," a reference to those who defeated Satan by 
following Jesus' example of victory through defeat (Revelation 15:2; 12:11; 13:7; 7:1-17). 

• John wrote the conquers in his vision "sang the song of Moses," a reference to the song 
Moses composed after God rescued the Israelites from the Egyptians by destroying 
Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea (Revelation 15:2-4; Exodus 15:1-8). 

 
1 Revelation 1:1. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
2 Revelation 15:1 
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• The pairing of the seven bowls with the people's redemption song indicates the bowls 
represent the fulfillment of the martyrs' request for God's judgment on Rome for its 
mistreatment of the church (Revelation 6:9-11). 

 
 

 
 
 

"The seven bowls of the wrath of God"3 
Revelation 16:1-21 - The sign John saw contained seven angels to whom God gave bowls 
containing His wrath (Revelation 15:1, 7). God's wrath manifested itself in seven plagues that 
mirror many of the plagues God sent against Egypt, revealing their combined purpose of rescue 
and judgment (cf. Exodus 3:7-8; 12:12; Revelation 16:11). 

• Chapter sixteen opens with God Himself presiding over the pouring out of "seven bowls 
of the wrath of God" on the earth because they chose to worship the beast rather than 
submit to Him (Revelation 16:1-21; 9:20-21; 13:1-4). 

• Unlike the preceding seven seals and seven trumpets, the seven plagues progress 
without pause. God provided no interludes because the seven plagues served a different 
purpose.   

o The seven plagues issued God's judgment on the unrepentant who had shown 
themselves unmoved by His efforts to get their attention through the seven seals 
and the seven trumpets (Revelation 16:6, 9, 11, 21; cf. 9:20-21; 13:1-4). 

o The third angel's comment reflects the change in purpose – "they deserve it" 
(Revelation 16:6). 

o The change in purpose accounts for the difference in scope – the seven bowls 
affected the entire creation (Revelation 16:1-2; cf. 6:8; 8:7). 

• John's vision of the seven plagues offered hope to his readers by mirroring the account of 
Pharaoh in Exodus. 

o The plagues of sores (Revelation 16:2; Exodus 9:8-11), water to blood (Revelation 
16:3-4; Exodus 7:14-21), darkness (Revelation 16:10; Exodus 10:21-23), frogs 
(Revelation 16:12-16; Exodus 8:1-7), and hailstones (Revelation 16:17-21; Exodus 
9:13-18) unleashed by the bowls mirror the plagues God sent against Pharaoh. 

o Like Pharaoh, the people refused to repent despite God's escalating judgments 
against them (Revelation 16:9, 11, 21; Exodus 8:15, 32; 9:34-35). 

o The connections between the seven plagues and the plagues God sent against 
Pharaoh prepared John's readers for the outcome - the complete defeat of Rome 

 
3 Revelation 16:1 

Illustration excepted from The Bible Project’s Revelation poster (www.bibleproject.com/downloads/posters) 
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and the unrepentant people who aligned themselves with her (Revelation 16:17-
19). 

o The defeat of Rome, therefore, offered encouragement to John's readers even 
though it pictured the unholy trinity of the dragon, the sea beast, and the land 
beast deceiving humanity into warring against God (Revelation 16:13-16), a war 
whose outcome John's vision already announced (Revelation 16:17; cf. 2:10; 
11:15-18; 14:17-20). 

 
 

 
  
 

Next week 
Revelation 17:1-19:5 – the fall of Babylon 
 

Applications 
What references to the Hebrew Bible do you see in John’s vision of the seven bowls and how 
do you think those references help interpret their meaning? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
John intentionally overlaps the bowls’ judgments and God’s judgment of Egypt. What insights 
do you think meditating on the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt offers into John’s account of the 
seven bowls?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Even though the seven bowls image God’s judgment of Rome, what lessons do you think 
Revelation 15-16 offers us?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 


