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MEDITATING ON MATTHEW 
Kingdom exclusivity (Matthew 13:1-52) 
 
 
Psalms introduces its collection of Hebrew poetry with a portrait of a righteous person, poetically 
describing them as a Garden-of-Eden-like individual who enjoys prosperity and protection from 
God. They enjoy those blessings because "his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he 
meditates day and night" (Psalm 1:1-2). The connection between a meditative focus on God's 
law and blessings moves throughout the Bible, even though not every person who focused on 
God's word enjoyed prosperity and peace in their lives. The Edenic blessings described in Psalm 1 
come into one's life when they 'meditate day and night' because that focus transforms the 
meditating individual (cf. Romans 12:2; 2 Timothy 3:16-17), changing them into a kind of person 
God welcomes into His promised, future reality (cf. Revelation 21:1-4; 22:1-5). 
 
With Psalm's picture of the meditating individual in mind, we are continuing to use some of our 
Sunday evenings this quarter to meditate on the gospel of Matthew to help support the children 
participating in LTC (Matthew is the book chosen for the LTC Bible bowl).  
 
 

Jesus' parables about the kingdom 
After two chapters detailing the crowd's rejection of Jesus (Matthew 11) and the hostility of the 
religious leaders toward him (Matthew 12), Matthew recorded Jesus' parable-centered response 
to the people's opposition. Matthew 13 explains Jesus' use of parables in his teaching and 
includes a series of parables he used to teach about "the kingdom of heaven"1 (Matthew 13:18-
19, 24, 31, 33, 44, 45, 47, 52; cf. Matthew 4:17, 23; 9:35).  
 
The chapter divides into two groups of four parables (assuming vv.51-52 is a parable). The first 
section addresses the crowds (vv.3-35), while the second section includes parables Jesus 
directed to his apostles (vv.36-52).  
 

 

Parables to the crowds Parables to the disciples 

Matthew 13:1-9 
Parable of the sower 

Matthew 13:44 
Parable of the hidden treasure 

Matthew 13:24-30 
Parable of the weeds 

Matthew 13:45 
Parable of the valuable pearl 

Matthew 13:31-32 
Parable of the mustard seed 

Matthew 13:47-50 
Parable of the fishing net 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Matthew 13:33 
Parable of the leaven 

Matthew 13:52 
Parable of the master of the house 

 
 

Why do you speak to them in parables?" 
Culturally shaped assumptions about the purpose of parables and the Bible's teaching methods 
have led many to assume that Jesus used parables to make his teachings about the kingdom of 
heaven understandable to his audience. Those assumptions contrast with the disciples' 
response. First, they asked Jesus, "Why do you speak to them in parables?" (Matthew 13:10), 
implying they did not understand their purpose. Second, they asked him to "explain" the 
meaning of his parables (Matthew 13:36; cf. Matthew 15:15; Mark 4:34), indicating the parables 
were difficult to understand.   
 
The disciples' question about Jesus' use of parables reveals a shift in Jesus' relationship with the 
crowds – while Jesus used parables in his teaching before Matthew 13, the people's rejection of 
him and his kingdom led to his adoption of parables as a primary teaching tool (Matthew 13:3, 
34). Jesus' disciples noticed the change in his teaching, but their questions revealed they did not 
understand its reason (Matthew 13:10). Consider Jesus' answer to their questions: 

• Jesus quoted Isaiah 6:9-10, saying that the people "fulfilled" the passage (Matthew 
13:14-15).  

o Isaiah 6:9-10 describes the mission God gave Isaiah – he was to deliver a message 
that would "make the heart of this people dull" (Isaiah 6:10). 

o While God elsewhere noted that He takes no "pleasure in the death of the 
wicked" and would "rather than he should turn from his way and live" (Ezekiel 
18:23, 32), He understood that the Jewish people to whom He sent Isaiah were 
unwilling to listen to Him (Isaiah 65:1-3). 

o The crowds and religious leaders' rejection of Jesus and their growing hostility 
towards him revealed they were like the people in Isaiah's day (Matthew 13:13; 
cf. Matthew 11-12). 

• Jesus responded to the crowds' provocative hardheartedness by using parables that hid 
"the secrets of the kingdom of heaven" from them (Matthew 13:10-13; cf. Matthew 7:6). 

• Even though Jesus adopted a parable-centric teaching style beginning in Matthew 13 
intended to hide the kingdom's secrets from hardhearted people (cf. Matthew 13:3, 34, 
10-13), not everyone listening to Jesus had a hardened heart. Jesus' repeated comment 
"he who has ears, let him hear" (Matthew 11:15; 13:9, 43) indicates the meaning of his 
parables could be discovered by those who honestly worked to understand them.  
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Applications 

Given parables’ challenging intention, what insights do you Matthew chapter thirteen offers us 
that will help us interpret Jesus’ parables? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What do you think characterizes one who has “ears to hear” (Matthew 13:9, 43)? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What do you think we can learn from Jesus’ parables that we can apply to our efforts to teach 
people about Jesus? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 


