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PARABLES FOR A NEW YEAR 
The parable of the friend at midnight, Luke 11:1-13 
 
 
Storytelling holds an essential place in speaking and writing. Good communicators draw their 
audience into a narrative that resonates with them, giving identity and meaning to their message 
and those receiving it. Even though he composed them in intentionally challenging ways (cf. 
Matthew 13:10-17), Jesus’ parables offer stories that can provide insight and direction to the life 
of those who meditate on them. We have been considering some of Jesus’ parables this month 
to see what insights they provide us that will guide us as we navigate the hopes, heartbreaks, 
successes, and failures we will encounter in the coming year. This lesson continues that series by 
examining Jesus’ parable of the friend at midnight in Luke 11:1-13. 
 

Parable of the friend at midnight  
Early in his account of Jesus’ ministry, Luke notes that Jesus “would withdraw to desolate places 
and pray”1 (Luke 5:16). Jesus’ regular practice of private prayer motivated one of his disciples to 
ask him to teach him and the other disciples to pray (Luke 11:1). After offering his disciples a 
‘model prayer’ illustrating prayer’s concerns (Luke 11:2-4), Jesus posed a question-shaped 
parable to his disciples (Luke 11:5-8). To better understand that parable, we need to consider the 
place of hospitality in Jesus’ culture. 

• Hospitality in Jesus’ world extended beyond the “recreational sharing of fellowship, 
lodging, and provisions among friends or relatives”2 that often define it in our society.  

o The biblical world did not have the service industry systems we have that provide 
travelers food, shelter, and protection, nor did the biblical world have access to 
the ready supply of food and other necessities we enjoy.  

o The subsistence living and agricultural lifestyle that defined most people’s lives in 
Jesus’ world combined with the difficulties of travel to make travelers vulnerable.  

o Even though Roman roads and military made travel easier and safer, it still carried 
risks that resulted in most people only traveling a few miles from their homes. 

• Because of the dangers associated with travel, hospitality in the biblical world involved 
receiving strangers, especially travelers, who were treated as honored guests and given 
the protection and provisions of the homes or communities through which they passed. 
The biblical world considered hospitality a sacred obligation, and the failure to provide it 
to a traveling stranger dishonored individuals and communities (cf. Deuteronomy 23:3-4; 
Judges 19:1-30; Matthew 10:14-15; Luke 7:36-47). 

• Given that background, consider Jesus’ parable:  

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
2 Anderson, G. P. (2014). Hospitality. In D. Mangum, D. R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, & R. Hurst (Eds.), Lexham 

Theological Wordbook. Lexham Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lxtheowrdbk?art=art468&off=570&ctx=requently+viewed+as+~the+recreational+sha


joshua hartwigsen, 1.22.23 (am) 

 

151st Street Church of Christ 
13875 W 151st Street, Olathe, KS, 66062 
151cofc.com 

o While it would have been unusual for a guest to arrive at “midnight,” Jesus’ 
parable does not focus on the guest but on the host, who had an obligation to 
extend hospitality to his guest. 

o The host’s guest would have been considered a guest of the entire community 
within which the host lived, and it would have been common for neighbors to 
help supply those who were hosting guests. 

o Even though Jesus’ audience would have expected the host’s friends and 
neighbors to help provide for the guest, Jesus emphasizes how the host sought 
help. He said the host asked with “impudence,” using a Greek word that carries 
the meanings of “shamelessness” and “audacity” (Luke 11:8). 

o Even though inconvenienced by the host’s request, the neighbor nevertheless got 
up and provided for his friend because of their insistent boldness. 

• Jesus followed his parable with comments that frame its meaning. 
o If “evil” people like the host’s friend can give “good gifts” (even if motivated for 

the wrong reasons), how much more can we expect God to give good things to 
those who petition Him (Luke 11:11-12)? 

o God’s “good gifts” exceed expectations – He gives the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13). 
o Thus, Jesus encouraged persistence in prayer built on God’s good and generous 

identity (Luke 11:9-10). 
 

Applications 
• We can have confidence when seeking God’s help because His character predisposes Him 

to helping and blessing (cf. Exodus 34:5-7) 

• God’s faithfulness to His good identity should motivate us to focus on His gracious 
generosity rather than on ourselves (Jeremiah 9:23-24; cf. Romans 5:6-11). 

• Our recognition of God’s faithfulness to His good identity ought to strengthen our resolve 
to seek His help through prayer. That recognition should also gradually transform our 
character in ways that echo His goodness. Consider some ways we can demonstrate that 
transformation in the coming year. 

o We should seek blessings from God that honor His identity and will rather than 
merely seeking blessings that enlarge our pleasure or security. 

o We should serve the needs of those around us rather than simply providing for 
ourselves and protecting what we consider our possessions and privileges. 

o We should practice hospitality towards one another, especially offering gracious 
and generous service to those outside of our circle of friends and relatives. 

 
 
May God help us more completely entrust ourselves to His good care. 


