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MEDITATING ON MATTHEW 
Kingdom mission (Matthew 9:35-10:42) 
 
 
Psalms introduces its collection of Hebrew poetry with a portrait of a righteous person, poetically 
describing them as a Garden-of-Eden-like individual who enjoys prosperity and protection from 
God. They enjoy those blessings because “his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he 
meditates day and night” (Psalm 1:1-2). The connection between a meditative focus on God’s 
law and blessings moves throughout the Bible, even though not every person who focused on 
God’s word enjoyed prosperity and peace in their lives. The Edenic blessings described in Psalm 
1 come into one’s life when they ‘meditate day and night’ because that focus transforms the 
meditating individual (cf. Romans 12:2; 2 Timothy 3:16-17), changing them into a kind of person 
God welcomes into His promised, future reality (cf. Revelation 21:1-4; 22:1-5). 
 
With Psalm’s picture of the meditating individual in mind, we are using the winter quarter to 
meditate on God’s word through worship, study, and activities. The Sunday evening study 
portion of the quarter will focus on the gospel of Matthew to help support the children 
participating in LTC (Matthew is the book chosen for the LTC Bible bowl).  
 
 

Jesus’ limited commission 
Matthew introduces his gospel by portraying Jesus as the messianic king, the heir of Abraham 
and David, and the fulfillment of God’s promises and purposes in the Hebrew Bible (Matthew 1-
3). He follows his bold introduction by narrating the beginning of Jesus’ ministry in a way that 
emphasizes Jesus’ kingdom focus and provides a portrait of the kingdom and its citizens 
(Matthew 4:17, 23; 5-7). Matthew pairs his introduction of Jesus’ kingdom with a series of 
scenes in which Jesus demonstrates his kingdom authority (Matthew 8-9). Even though he 
possessed a unique right to authority in the kingdom (cf. Matthew 28:18), Jesus gave his apostles 
a portion of his authority so they could deliver his kingdom message to “the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel” (Matthew 10).  
 
Even though a tendency exists to place more emphasis upon Jesus’ ‘great commission’ to the 
apostles at the end of Matthew’s gospel, the ‘limited commission’ he gave to his disciples in 
Matthew 10 occupies a much larger place in his gospel – the limited commission to the Jews 
occupies thirty-seven verses (Matthew 10:5-42) while the great commission takes up only three 
verses (Matthew 28:18-20). We will use this class to explore the importance of Jesus’ limited 
commission and its applications for us.  
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Kingdom mission 

• Jesus’ selection of “twelve disciples” symbolized his mission to establish the “kingdom of 
heaven” by creating a new Israel (Matthew 10:1-4; Ezekiel 37:15-28; Ephesians 2:11-22; 
Romans 2:28-29; 9:6-8; 11:25-26; Galatians 3:25-29). 

• The commission Jesus gave to his apostles offers insight into the way he exercises authority 
over his kingdom – Jesus rules by inviting people to share in his mission (cf. Matthew 10:40). 

o Jesus authorized the apostles to invite the Jews to join him in his kingdom (Matthew 
10:5-7). 

o The commission to go to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” included a preview of 
the larger commission Jesus gave his apostles to offer the same opportunity to the 
Gentiles (Matthew 10:16-23; 28:18-20). 

• Jesus warned his apostles that the authority he shared with them would result in them also 
sharing in his persecution (Matthew 10:16-25; 9:32-34; 12:22-32; John 15:18-21). 

• Jesus assured his apostles that the Jews’ rejection would result in them receiving a judgment 
more severe than God issued to “the land of Sodom and Gomorrah” (Matthew 10:14-15; cf. 
Genesis 18-19). 

• Jesus also gave the apostles a ‘timeline’ for the judgment the unbelieving Jews would receive 
– it would happen “before the Son of Man comes” (Matthew 10:23), a reference to a 
prophecy by Daniel that Jesus tied to Rome’s destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 (Daniel 7:1-
14; Matthew 24:1-35; Luke 21:5-28). 

• Given the importance of their mission and the hostility they would encounter, Jesus told the 
apostles: 

o “Be wise as serpents and harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16). 
o “Do not be anxious” because God would guide them through the Holy Spirit 

(Matthew 10:19). 
o “Do not fear those who can kill the body” (Matthew 10:28). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applications 

What do you think Jesus’ limited commission to his disciples reveals about his rule over his 
kingdom and the purposes driving his rule? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How do you think we can apply Jesus’ instruction to “be wise”, “not be anxious”, and “not fear” 
to our lives as Jesus’ representatives (Matthew 10:16, 19, 28)? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 


