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PARABLES FOR A NEW YEAR 
The parable of the weeds, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
 
Even though only a date in our calendars, the New Year carries weight for many people. It signals 
the beginning of something new that brings opportunities for change, renewal, and the potential 
for countless (good) things. However, our culture has married a cynicism to its anticipation of the 
New Year. How often do you hear people joking about New Year resolutions, making light of 
peoples’ intentions and their failure to accomplish them?  
 
We are beginning a New Year, and I want to help us think about what we will do as a church, as a 
family of people dedicated to following Jesus. But I do not wish to prescribe a series of goals. 
Instead, I want to take a few weeks to consider Jesus’ parables that he used to offer insights into 
his kingdom and its expectations for those who claimed citizenship in it. I want us to explore 
what insights his parables provide to us that will guide us as we navigate the hopes, heartbreaks, 
successes, and failures of 2023. We begin in this lesson by consider the parable of the weeds in 
Matthew 13:24-30. 
 

Beginning considerations 
Jesus announced that God sent him to proclaim the arrival of “the kingdom of heaven”1 
(Matthew 4:17, 23; Luke 4:). Even though long-anticipated by his audience, people often 
responded to Jesus’ kingdom message with resistance and even violence (cf. Matthew 11:12; 
Luke 4:16-30). That opposition did not cause Jesus to stop his kingdom teaching, but it did 
change the way he taught – he began using parables to hide “the secrets of the kingdom of 
heaven” from hostile people (Matthew 13:10-17). Given that response, consider the following: 

• Jesus’ parables offer insights into the kingdom God commissioned him to establish (cf. 
Matthew 13:24, 31, 33, 44, 45, 47, 52). 

• Jesus’ parable of the weeds belongs to his collection of kingdom-focused parables and 
offers insight into his ministry and the opposition it faced.  

o Jesus announced the arrival of “the kingdom of heaven” in the world (Matthew 
4:13, 23). 

o However, things appeared unchanged from the perspective of many people in his 
world (cf. Luke 4:16-30). 

o Furthermore, Jesus’ kingdom work faced growing hostility from the Jewish 
people, those who should have embraced it and supported his efforts. 

o With that reality as a backdrop, Jesus’ parable of the weeds answers the implicit 
question, “Can the work of Jesus and his small group of followers be the kingdom, 
especially considering that so much evil persists in the world?” 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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The parable of the weeds 

A quick reading of Jesus’ parable of the weeds and the interpretation he gave to his disciples 
would seem to leave few, if any, unanswered questions. However, the parable raises numerous 
issues for readers, such as:  

• Is Jesus’ parable about the response of the Jewish people to his ministry? Does it refer to 
the future church? Or does it describe some combination of the two?   

• What is the relationship between the world and the kingdom of heaven in the parable? 
• Who, or what, are the seeds sown by the devil? 
• Does the parable exaggerate any features of agricultural life, and do those exaggerations 

carry interpretive significance? 
 
Regardless of any questions raised, Jesus’ parable makes two key points: 

• Jesus’ kingdom is present in the world despite persistent and powerful evil also present 
in the world. In fact, Jesus said the evil in our world exists as the intentional, concerted 
effort of the devil to disrupt the purposes of his kingdom and its people (Matthew 13:37-
39; 1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 12:17). 

• Jesus assures us of his eventual judgment on evil. Rather than focusing on calls for 
judgment, Jesus’ parable instructs his followers to dedicate themselves to finding and 
nurturing ‘wheat’ (Matthew 13:28-30; cf. John 3:16-17).  

 

Applications 
Jesus’ parable, and his explanation of it, carry applications beyond the immediate setting of his 
ministry. Consider a few applications to our efforts to serve Jesus in the coming year.  

• God is not behind everything that happens in our world; the devil actively works in the 
world. Consequently, we should look for God’s presence in our lives and the devil’s 
activity.  

• The devil’s efforts to disrupt Jesus’ purposes remind us that we will face obstacles and 
experience hostilities. We should expect church work to be challenging. 

• We can have confidence despite whatever challenges may confront us in the coming year 
because Jesus assures us of the final outcome. 

• We can therefore commit to the commission Jesus gives us, entrusting ourselves to his 
sovereignty rather than our assessments and plans. 

 
 
May God help us be faithful citizens of Jesus’ kingdom. 
 
 
 
 

 

 


