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JOHN'S REVELATION 
"The things that must soon take place"1 
 
 
John's Revelation, addressed to "the seven churches that are in Asia" (Revelation 1:4), records a 
vision John received from Jesus describing "things that must soon take place" (Revelation 1:1). 
While chapters two and three of the book address specific situations within the seven churches, 
the rest of the book pictures the larger spiritual conflict creating the challenges confronting 
those churches. Even though directed to churches facing difficulties within their culture, the 
book offers a glimpse into the more significant, underlying efforts of evil to disrupt God's people 
in the world. That perspective also includes God's assurances that He will not allow such evil to 
go unaddressed and affords readers a preview of His judgment against that evil and the blessings 
He promises to His people. 
  
 

The seven trumpets – Revelation 8:6-11:19 
Chapters four and five records John's vision of God's throne room, where he saw divine beings 
(the creatures and the elders) praising and worshipping God. John noticed that God held a scroll 
in His hand containing a vital message for His people (Revelation 4:1-5:1). Chapter five concludes 
with the divine beings praising and worshipping Jesus because he alone proved worthy to 
receive the scroll from God (Revelation 5:2-14). Revelation 6:1-8:5 narrate Jesus' opening of the 
scroll's seven seals and the judgments they unleashed on the world. The final seal initiates seven 
trumpets that introduce an account parallel to the seals – a picture of God's escalating judgment 
against the world. 
 
  

Trumpets one through six 
Revelation 8:6-9:21 – Trumpets one through six continue to narrate God's escalating response to 
the world's evil. However, this cycle of seven uses images from Israel's exodus to portray God's 
judgments. Despite the escalating plagues introduced in the first six trumpets, John notes that 
humanity followed Pharaoh's example – they did not repent (Revelation 9:20-21). 

• The first four trumpets release punishments that draw upon the events surrounding 
Israel's exodus from Egypt to emphasize the severe and inescapable nature of God's 
judgment. 

o Trumpet one burned one-third of the earth and its flora with hail, fire, and blood 
(Revelation 8:7), referencing the seventh plague's thunder, hail, and fire (Exodus 
9:13-35). 

 
1 Revelation 1:1. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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o Trumpet two turned one-third of the sea into blood (Revelation 8:8-9), linking it 
to the first plague God sent against Egypt (Exodus 7:20-21). 

o Trumpet three extends the imagery of the second trumpet by poisoning one-third 
of the earth's fresh waters (Revelation 8:10-11, "wormwood," sometimes 
translated as "bitter" in the Hebrew Bible, is associated with poison, cf. 
Deuteronomy 29:18; Jeremiah 9:15; 23:15). Additionally, "wormwood" reverses 
God's blessing to the Israelites after taking them out of Egypt (Exodus 15:25). 

o Trumpet four extinguished a third of the sun, moon, and stars for a time 
(Revelation 8:12), echoing the ninth plague of darkness (Exodus 10:21-23). 

• Even though the next two trumpets do not parallel events connected to the exodus like 
the first four trumpets, they continue to picture the inescapable nature of God's 
judgment. 

o Trumpet five unleashes a plague of locust-like creatures reminiscent of the eighth 
plague (Exodus 10:1-20) but moves so far beyond the scope and nature of the 
Mosaic plague that they represent a horrific escalation of God's wrath not 
experienced in human history. For example: 

▪ John's description of the locusts' composite appearance probably 
indicates they represent a supernatural force (Revelation 9:3, 7-10), a 
sense strengthened by their place of origin – "the bottomless pit" 
(Revelation 9:1-2, cf. Revelation 11:7; 17:8; 20:1). 

▪ John notes that the locusts were led by a supernatural king named 
"Abaddon" and "Apollyon," Hebrew and Greek words referring to death 
and destruction (Revelation 9:11). 

▪ God gave the creatures five months to torture anyone not marked by Him 
(Revelation 9:1-11; cf. Revelation 7:1-17). 

o Trumpet six announced an innumerable army that killed one-third of humanity 
(Revelation 9:13-19). 

• Despite the terrifying judgment God unleashed on the world in the seven trumpets, John 
wrote that humanity "did not repent" (Revelation 9:20-21), indicating the plagues had a 
salvific rather than simply judicial purpose (cf. John 3:16-17).   

 

 
 

 

Illustration excepted from The Bible Project’s Revelation poster (www.bibleproject.com/downloads/posters) 
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Interlude – the little scroll 
Revelation 10:1-11:14 – As with the first cycle of seven (the seven seals), an interlude occurs 
between the sixth and seventh item (Revelation 6:12-8:5; 9:13-11:19). In the trumpets' interlude, 
John sees a "mighty angel" who made an announcement that he prepared to write down 
(Revelation 10:3-4). Rather than recording the message, "a voice…from heaven" instructed him 
to eat the message contained in a scroll in the angel's hand (Revelation 10:8; cf. Ezekiel 2:8-3:11). 
With the scroll inside of him, John was told to "again prophesy about many peoples and nations 
and languages and kings" (Revelation 10:11). John follows his instruction to prophesy by 
recording a vision of two witnesses who, presumably, represent the content of the little scroll he 
ate (Revelation 11:1-14). 

• John's vision begins with instructions to measure the temple, the altar, and those who 
worship there - an image of protection (Revelation 11:1-3; cf. Zechariah 2:1-13). 
However, John is told not to measure the outer court because it will be given over to the 
nations who will "trample the holy city for forty-two months" – a time used by Daniel and 
Jesus to depict severe, but limited, hostility towards God's people (Daniel 7:23-25; 12:5-
7; Matthew 24:15-22). 

• Second, John sees two witnesses he calls lampstands, an image he previously used to 
describe the churches in Revelation 1.  

o The lamps are to prophesy against the world like Ezekiel and the other prophets. 
o Even though initially protected by God, a beast "rises from the bottomless pit" 

and kills the witnesses (Revelation 11:4-7; cf. Daniel 7:1-8, 19-24), to which the 
world responds by desecrating their bodies and celebrating their deaths 
(Revelation 11:8-10).  

o However, God resurrects the witnesses (Revelation 11:11; cf. Daniel 7:13-14; Acts 
1:9-11; Genesis 2:7; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15; Ephesians 2:1-8). The 
vindication of the witnesses brings severe judgment on the world, causing 
previously unrepentant people to give glory to God (Revelation 11:13; 9:20-21). 

o Revelation chapters twelve through fourteen offer an expanded vision of the two 
witnesses. 

• John's vision of the witnesses makes a crucial connection between Jesus and the church – 
martyrdom is at the heart of Jesus' mission and the mission he gives to those who follow 
him (Revelation 5:5-6; 11:4-12; 1 Peter 2:21; 4:1, 13). 

 
 

The seventh trumpet 

Revelation 11:15-19 – The seventh trumpet announces the final plague and the arrival of God. 
The trumpet declared God's victory over his enemies through the 'defeat' of the lamb and the 
church (cf. Revelation 5:5-6; 11:4-13). Their victory through defeat became how "the kingdom of 
the world [becomes] the kingdom of our Lord and his Christ" (Revelation 11:15; Ephesians 1:10; 
Revelation 21-22). 
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Notes 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Next week 
Revelation 12-14 – the dragon, the beasts, and the Lamb 

Applications 
What references to the Hebrew Bible do you see in John’s account of the seven trumpets and 
how do you think those references help interpret their meaning? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How might the world’s responses to God’s plagues help us think about the world’s response to 
us (cf. Revelation 9:20-21; 11:4-13)?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How do you think the seventh trumpet’s announcement of God’s victory – “the kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our Lord” (Revelation 11:15) – helps us understand God’s 
goal, especially when connected to His final judgment (Revelation 11:15-18)? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


