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JOHN'S REVELATION 
"The things that must soon take place"1 
 
 
John introduces his Revelation with a portrait of Jesus and a message Jesus commissioned him to 
write to seven churches in Asia. That material introduces the main characters in his book and 
gives an overview of its contents through the specific situations of the churches he addressed. 
Chapters four and five describe God's sovereignty and Jesus' surprising identity, which provides 
the means through which God accomplishes His sovereign purpose. 
  
 

Glory and honor to God and the Lamb – Revelation 4-5 
After receiving the messages Jesus asked him to deliver to the seven churches in Asia, John 
wrote that he saw "a door standing open in heaven" (Revelation 4:1). Upon entering that door, 
John witnessed a scene in God's throne room patterned after Daniel's vision of God's throne 
room in Daniel chapter seven. 
  

Holy God in His throne room 
Revelation 4:1-11 – John's vision of God's throne room combines imagery from Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
and Daniels' visions of the same location to emphasize God's sovereign identity as the life-giving 
creator God (Isaiah 6:1-5; Ezekiel 1:4-28; Daniel 7:1-28).  

• A voice invited John into the open door in heaven, telling him that the speaker wanted 
to "show [him] what must take place after this" (Revelation 4:1). His record of what he 
was shown, narrated in chapters four and five, offers a summary of the rest of the 
material in Revelation – God will accomplish His plan through Jesus' death, a victory 
through defeat that will establish God's renewed and purified creation. 

• John's vision opens with a portrait of God on His throne that combines imagery from the 
Hebrew Bible to impress upon readers God's exalted holiness (Revelation 4:1-8). For 
example: 

o "Jasper and Carnelian" ("carnelian" is, in Greek, sardion, 'sardis') – Exodus 28:17-
20. 

o "Rainbow" – Genesis 9:16-17; Ezekiel 1:28. 
o "Lightening…thunder" – Exodus 19:16-18. 
o "Seven torches of fire" – Revelation 1:20; Exodus 25:31-46; Zechariah 4:1-14. 
o "Sea of glass" – Genesis 1:7; Ezekiel 1:22; 1 Kings 7:23-44; 1 Chronicles 18:8. 
o "Four living creatures" – Isaiah 6:2-3; Ezekiel 1:4-11; Genesis 3:24; Exodus 25:10-

22. 

 
1 Revelation 1:1. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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• Upon entering the room, John sees the "four living creatures," a combination of the 
divine beings seen by Isaiah and Ezekiel (Isaiah 6:1-5; Ezekiel 1:4-14), who praise God's 
holiness and identifying Him as the God of the exodus (Revelation 4:8; 1:4, 8; Exodus 
3:14). 

• John also sees "twenty-four elders" (possibly representing the twelve tribes of Israel and 
the church as a new Israel), who respond to the four living creatures praise by bowing 
before God and declaring His worthiness and sovereignty (Revelation 4:9-11). The elders 
connect God's worthiness to His identity as the creator, setting the stage for God's new 
creation that brings John's Revelation and the Bible to a conclusion (Revelation 4:11; 
21:1-4; 22:1-5) 

 

 

 A Lion and a Lamb 
Revelation 5:1-14 – John's vision shifts from God's sovereignty to Jesus, revealing Jesus' 
surprising identity as the means through which God accomplishes His life-giving plan.  

• Revelation chapter five opens with John noticing God holding a scroll in His hand 
containing a vital message (Revelation 5:1).  

o The scroll, with its seven seals (Revelation 5:1), becomes the narrative 
centerpiece for much of John's vision. 

Illustration excepted from The Bible Project’s Revelation poster (www.bibleproject.com/downloads/posters) 
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▪ The opening of the seven seals (Revelation 6) initiates the seven 
trumpets (Revelation 8-11), which lead to the seven bowls (Revelation 
16).   

▪ The three cycles of seven reveal the identity of God's people (cf. 
Revelation 7:1-17), the enemy afflicting them (cf. Revelation 12-13), and 
introduce God's plan to address the injustice and suffering created by the 
enemy (Revelation 17-20). 

o However, a problem existed – "no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to 
look into it" (Revelation 5:2-4). 

• Humanity's unworthiness caused John to "weep loudly" until "one of the elders" in 
God's throne room told him that there was one worthy – "the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David" (Revelation 4:5), the prophesied ruler to who possessed the right to 
God's promised kingdom (Genesis 49:9-10; Isaiah 11:1-10; Ezekiel 37:24-28; Daniel 7:1-
14). 

• When John looks up to see the Lion, he does not see the all-powerful Jesus from 
Revelation 1:12-16. He instead sees Jesus as a lamb bearing the wounds of sacrificial 
slaughter (Revelation 5:6; cf. John 1:29; Isaiah 53; Exodus 12:1-13). 

• John's vision of Jesus makes a dramatic point – Jesus' victory through sacrifice becomes 
the way God makes people worthy, fulfilling Israel's mission and God's creational 
purpose (Revelation 5:6, 9-10; Exodus 19:5-6; Genesis 1:26-28; Revelation 22:1-5). 

• John's throne room vision concludes with the same beings who worshipped and praised 
God, glorifying and praising Jesus (Revelation 5:11-14; 4:11). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Applications 
What do John’s references to the Hebrew Bible that form his portrait of God in Revelation 4 
reveal about God’s identity? What does that portrait of God mean for the church and for us? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What do you think Jesus’ victory through defeat means for the ways we should confront 
injustice and evil in our world and in our interpersonal relationships? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Notes 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Next week 
Revelation 6:1-8:5 – the seven seals 


