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JOHN'S REVELATION 
"The things that must soon take place"1 
 
 
John introduces his Revelation with a portrait of Jesus and a message Jesus commissioned him to 
write to seven churches in Asia. That material introduces the main characters in his book and 
gives an overview of its contents through the specific situations of the churches he addressed. 
We will consider Revelation chapters one through three in this lesson and consider how they 
prepare us for the rest of the material in John's Revelation. 
  
 

Jesus' messages to the seven churches – Revelation 1-3 
"One like a son of man" 
Revelation 1:1-3 – John introduces his "prophecy" by asserting two things to his readers: 

• His message is "the revelation of Jesus Christ" (Revelation 1:1), an allusion to Daniel 2:27-
28 that signals Jesus' divine role in what will follow (as well as the importance of Daniel's 
visions to its contents). 

• It concerns "the things that must soon take place" (Revelation 1:1, 3; 22:6, 10). While 
John's message identifies patterns that continue to repeat in our world and offers a 
glimpse of God's final, future judgment, the book's message focuses on events within the 
lifetime of its original audience. 

 
Revelation 1:4-8 – John's greeting to his audience, "the seven churches that are in Asia" 
(Revelation 1:4), includes references to Exodus and Daniel that signal his message's content. 

• John bookends his greeting with references to Exodus 3:14 (Revelation 1:4, 8), God's 
announcement of His name in connection to His plan to free Israel from their slavery in 
Egypt. Exodus' narrative of God's judgment "on all the gods of Egypt" prepares readers 
for Revelation's message of God's judgment on the forces of evil (Exodus 12:12). 

• John's greeting also includes references to Daniel 7:13-14 – Jesus is the one "coming 
with the clouds" to whom God gives "a kingdom" and "dominion" (Revelation 4-7; Daniel 
7:1-27). 
 

Revelation 1:9-20 – Moving from his greeting, John offered his readers a comforting description 
of Jesus' divine identity and authority. 

• Having already identified Jesus as the figure in Daniel's vision (Revelation 1:7, 13; Daniel 
7:13-14), John returns to Daniel's imagery to describe his vision of Jesus. However, 
John's portrait of Jesus combines two different passages from Daniel to reveal Jesus' 
divine identity (Revelation 12-16; Daniel 7:9-10; 10:5-6). 

 
1 Revelation 1:1. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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• In case his readers missed his point, John wrote that Jesus identified himself to John by 
claiming God's divine name for himself (Revelation 1:17-18, 4, 8; Exodus 3:14). 

• John's vision of Jesus offers comfort to his readers – they have no reason to fear 
because: 

o Jesus stands in the midst of the churches like God dwelt in the midst of Israel 
(Revelation 1:12-13, 20; cf. Exodus 25:31-35; 37:18-21; Zechariah 4:1-14). 

o Jesus possesses authority over "Death and Hades," the forces of evil at work in 
the world (Revelation 1:17-18; 20:14). 

 

 "The seven churches that are in Asia" 

 
 
Revelation 2:1-3:22 – The refrain concluding each letter to the seven churches – "he who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches" – indicates the specific problems affecting 
each church in Asia represent experiences common to all churches (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 
3:6, 13, 22). Consider, therefore, the following features from those letters:  

• The book of Revelation sought to encourage Christians living under growing pressure 
from Rome and unbelieving Jews (Revelation 2:13, 9; 3:9), pressure John warned them 
would result in persecutions (Revelation 2:10).   

• The plight of the churches John addressed illustrates the larger spiritual conflict that 
forms the heart of his Revelation. 

• The letters to the seven churches of Asia also illustrate Jesus' all-knowing, all-powerful 
sovereignty (Revelation 1:12-20; 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14).  

Illustration excepted from The Bible Project’s Revelation poster (www.bibleproject.com/downloads/posters) 
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• Jesus' portrait in the letters offered encouragement and warning to the First Century 
Christians to remain faithful even though their faithfulness solicited escalating hostilities 
(Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 25-26; 3:5-6, 12-13, 19-22). 

• While Jesus praises two churches for their faithfulness in the face of cultural and religious 
pressure (Revelation 2:9-11; 3:8), the remaining churches responded with: 

o Apathy and accommodation (Revelation 2:2-4; 3:1). 
o Compromise (Revelation 2:14-15). 
o Immorality (Revelation 2:20). 
o Affluence and arrogance (Revelation 3:15-17). 

• The letters to the churches also reminded them they did not face their pressures in 
isolation – other churches face similar situations, Jesus knows their circumstances, and 
they have an angel assigned to them (Revelation 1:20; 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14; cf. Daniel 
10:13, 20-21). 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Applications 
What references to the Hebrew Bible does John include in Revelation chapter 1 and how do 
you think they help us interpret his message? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
While we do not face the Roman and Jewish pressures confronting John’s audience, we 
nevertheless experience cultural pressures. What ideologies does our world try to press on us 
and how does seek to impose them on us? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In what ways do you think our response to culture’s pressures are like those of the seven 
churches in Revelation chapters two and three? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Notes 
______________________________________________________________________________
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