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DANIEL 
The kingdom of God  

and the kingdoms of men 
 
 

 
 
 
The fiery furnace, Daniel and the Lion’s den - many people know the stories from the first half of 
Daniel. Far fewer people know the visions that occupy the last half of Daniel’s book. Yet the 
material in the first and the second halves of the book work in unison to offer an important 
message about God’s sovereignty and the need to faithfully submit to His rule. This class will 
explore the book of Daniel, attempting to understand the message God delivered to Daniel and 
his contemporaries so that we can understand its meaning for our lives today. 
 
 

Tentative class schedule 
• September 7 – introduction to 

Daniel 

• September 14 – Daniel 1 

• September 21 – Daniel 2 

• September 28 – Daniel 3 

• October 5 – Daniel 4 

• October 12 – Daniel 5 

• October 19 – Daniel 6 

• October 26 – Daniel 7 

• November 2 – Daniel 8 

• November 9 – Daniel 9 

• November 16 – Daniel 10 

• November 23 – Daniel 11 

• November 30 – Daniel 12 
 

 

Introduction 
The Hebrew Bible (the TaNaK) organizes its books differently than our English Old Testaments 
organize their books. The Tanak favors an organization built around the Jewish peoples’ history 
and commentary on that history. That organization highlights a key difference between the 
Tanak and our English Old Testaments – the Jews organized their Bible to emphasize narrative 
and thematic connections while we organize our Old Testament by the style of writing. The 
organizing approach used by our Bibles can result in readers today missing important 
connections the Jewish writers embedded in their works. We should remember that the Hebrew 
Bible was composed over a thousand-year period and offered its writers and editors opportunity 
to develop deep, Holy Spirit guided reflections on the nations, its relationship to God and His 
purposes in the world.   
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Consider the following comparison of the way the Jewish people organized their Bible and the 
way we organize our English Old Testament: 
 
 

TORAH PENTATEUCH 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,  
Numbers, Deuteronomy 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,  
Numbers, Deuteronomy 

NEVI’IM – THE PROPHETS HISTORY 

Former prophets 
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings  

Joshua, Judges, Ruth 
1, 2 Samuel, 1, 2 Kings 
1, 2 Chronicles 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther  

 POETRY 

Latter Prophets 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi 

Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of 
Solomon 

KETHUVIM – THE WRITINGS PROPHETS 

Psalms, Job, Proverbs 
Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, 
Lamentations, Esther 
Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Chronicles 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, 
Ezekiel, Daniel 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genesis through Kings (the Torah and former Prophets) trace Israel’s origins and covenant 
history with God that ends with their captivity to Babylon. The arc of Israel’s story mirrors the 
trajectory of human sinfulness narrated in the opening chapters of Genesis (cf. Genesis 3-11). 
Israel’s similarity to the nations raises questions about the possibility of God’s intention to use 
the nation to bless the whole world (cf. Genesis 12:1-3). The Latter Prophets address those 
questions by offering commentary on that history, noting that: 

EXPLORATION 
In what ways do you think we might benefit from learning about the way the Jews organized 
the Hebrew Bible? What benefits (or weaknesses) do you think might be offered by the 
approach taken in our English Bibles?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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• Israel went into exile because they violated their covenant with God (cf. Deuteronomy 
28:15-68; Jeremiah 7:1-8:3). 

• Israel would learn to seek God in exile and God would save them through a new exodus 
(cf. Deuteronomy 4:25-31; Isaiah 1:1-26). 

• Israel would enjoy a glorious future after the exile ended, a future featuring a new 
exodus, a new covenant, a new David, and the restoration of God’s presence in renewed 
Promised Land (cf. Isaiah 9:1-7; 11:1-9; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 37:1-28). 

 
The writings (the Kethuvim) carry an awareness of the narrative told in Genesis through Kings 
and the prophets commentary on it. They wrestle with the realities confronting the Jewish 
people following the end of their exile and their anticipation of God’s as-of-then unfulfilled 
promises to the nation (cf. 2 Chronicles 36:23). For example, Daniel connects his experiences in 
captivity to Jeremiah’s prophecy regarding the end of the captivity (cf. Daniel 9:1-2; Jeremiah 
29:1-14) while simultaneously recording visions he received from God that revealed the end of 
the Babylonian captivity was not the end of the exile – another seventy years of sevens awaited 
the nation at the end of its seventy years of captivity to Babylon (Daniel 9:24). However, that 
long period would end with the introduction of God’s everlasting, nation-conquering, world-
filling kingdom in the world (cf. Daniel 7). 
 
Daniel’s challenging message about the fulfillment of God’s promised kingdom pairs with stories 
that narrate God’s sovereignty and faithfulness to offer encouragement to the Jewish people. 
For example, consider the book’s repeated and clear announcements of God’s sovereignty: 
 

DANIEL 4:17 – “THE MOST HIGH RULES THE KINGDOMS OF MEN”1 

DANIEL 4:25 – “THE MOST HIGH RULES THE KINGDOMS OF MEN AND GIVES IT TO WHOM HE WILL” 

DANIEL 4:32 – “THE MOST HIGH RULES THE KINGDOM OF MEN AND GIVES IT TO WHOM HE WILL” 

DANIEL 5:21 – “THE MOST HIGH GOD RULES THE KINGDOM OF MANKIND AND SETS OVER IT WHOM HE  
                                WILL” 
 

Consider a few features of Daniel’s message about God’s sovereignty: 
 
First, Daniel 1-6 contains stories about Judean exiles in Babylon from 606/5 BC while Daniel 7-12 
contains Daniel’s visions that focused on Antiochus IV’s persecutions of the Jews in 167-164BC,. 
Chapters 1-6 offer a deceptively simple body of memorable stories known to many people. On 
the other hand, chapters 7-12 possess a less familiar genre and gain significant complexity. 
Regardless of shifts in writing, the book’s message remains clear - despite present appearances, 
God rules both the present (Daniel 1-6) and the future (Daniel 7-12).  
 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Second, the message of God’s sovereign rule pairs with the related theme of faithfulness – God 
expects His people to be faithful to His rule. Daniel offers encouragement to people living under 
oppressive world powers by recounting the faithfulness of Daniel and his friends, offering it to 
readers as both motivation and guidance.  
 
Third, Daniel does not describe God’s sovereignty abstractly but through the stories of His 
relationships with individuals. The stories of Daniel and his friends, of Nebuchadnezzar, and of 
Belshazzar narrate the messages of God’s sovereignty and His expectation of faithfulness. In fact, 
two contrasting stories of individual’s relationship to God’s rule form the center of the book.  
Daniel organizes its stories in a chiasm (or chiasmus), a common in Jewish writing structure in 
which literary units mirror one another in an A-B-B-A pattern. Jewish chiasms generally locate 
the most important material at their center. Notice how Daniel centers on two chapters that 
narrate differing responses to God’s sovereignty (Daniel 4-5): 

 
Ch.1 - Daniel exiled  

Ch.2 - Nebuchadnezzar’s vision  
Ch.3 - Deliverance from the fiery furnace  

Ch.4 - Nebuchadnezzar humbled 
Ch.5 - Belshazzar humbled 

Ch.6 - Deliverance from the Lion’s den 
Ch. 7-9 - Daniel’s visions 

Ch.10-12 - Daniel’s vision of the end of exile
 
Fourth, Daniel offered the Jewish people a ‘timeline’ for the arrival of God’s kingdom. The 
preview, recorded in chapters 7-12, offers insights into God’s plans for the kingdom announced 
in Daniel chapters two and four as well as a general timeline leading to its introduction. 
 

EXPLORATION 
Why do you think God primarily chooses stories as the way He reveals Himself to humanity? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How do you think God’s use of story should shape the way we read and interpret the Bible? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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