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(Adapted from Skye Jethani’s book, What if Jesus was Serious? Moody Publishers, 2020) 
 
 
 

Who is really blessed (Matthew 5:1-12) 
  

MATTHEW 5:2-12 
2 AND HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND TAUGHT THEM, SAYING:  
3 “BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.  
4 “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MOURN, FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED.  
5 “BLESSED ARE THE MEEK, FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH.  
6 “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HUNGER AND THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR THEY SHALL BE SATISFIED.  
7 “BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL, FOR THEY SHALL RECEIVE MERCY.  
8 “BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD.  
9 “BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS, FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF GOD.  
10 “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS’ SAKE, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF 

HEAVEN.  
11 “BLESSED ARE YOU WHEN OTHERS REVILE YOU AND PERSECUTE YOU AND UTTER ALL KINDS OF EVIL AGAINST 

YOU FALSELY ON MY ACCOUNT. 12 REJOICE AND BE GLAD, FOR YOUR REWARD IS GREAT IN HEAVEN, FOR SO THEY 

PERSECUTED THE PROPHETS WHO WERE BEFORE YOU.1 
 
 
 

If Jesus was serious… 
Then we will focus more on his good news and less on religious to-do’s  
Consideration of the beatitudes as descriptions rather than prescriptions; they offer a 
description of the kind of people who belong in Jesus’ kingdom rather than a set of requirements 
one must meet to enter it. 
 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Then no one is beyond God’s blessing. 
Jesus’ beatitudes offer a counter-cultural list of those God considered blessed. Most people in 
Jesus society considered the wealthy, the healthy, the peaceful the blessed. Jesus, however, 
called blessed those no one in his society would have considered blessed. 
 

 
 

Then heaven is already here. 
Jesus repeatedly refers to “the Kingdom of heaven” in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:3, 
10, 19, 20; 6:33; 7:21). Rather than a reference to the church or to heaven, Jesus identified the 
kingdom as the place where God’s will is done (Matthew 6:10). That kingdom, Jesus said, has 
already come near (Matthew 4:17); it has already broken into our world and Jesus’ Sermon on 
the Mount outlines the kind of behavior that characterizes these who claim citizenship in it. 

Then we will make room to cry. 
Christianity sometimes finds itself portrayed as being populated with happy, confident, peaceful 
people. Instead, Jesus said that those who mourn, those in pain, those who are suffering 
populate his kingdom (Matthew 5:4, 10, 11). 

Then we will trust God more and politics less. 
Jesus’ teaching that the “meek” will inherit the “earth” should be understood as a reference to 
the land God promised to Israel, land that for centuries had been under the control of foreign 
powers. Rather than promoting revolution pushed forward by people like the zealots, Jesus 
instead condemned violent tactics and taught that those chose meekness would inherit the land. 
 

Then a desire for justice should be affirmed. 
Everyone has a sense of injustice, a desire for something the Bible calls “righteousness”. 
“Righteousness” in the Bible often refers to a properly ordered relationship between God and 
people, violations of which make one “unrighteous”. Broadly, righteousness refers to properly 
ordered relationships (God/people, people/people, people/government, etc.; cf. Deuteronomy 
10:12-19; Jeremiah 22:1-3; Zechariah 7:9-10). Jesus calls blessed those who desire for justice; we 
should therefore be careful to dismiss those who call for justice. 
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Then we cannot separate our relationship with God from our relationships with 
others. 
Jesus repeatedly taught that the way we treat other people determines the way God treats us 
(cf. Matthew 5:7; 6:14-15). However, a tendency exists to separate our relationships with one 
another from our relationship with God (cf. Jeremiah 7:1-15; 1 John 4:7-21). 

Then our image is not everything. 
Advertisements are designed to make us discontent and envious. They market image – the 
image of the brand and the image of the consumer – that can lead us to think that the outside is 
most important. 

 

Then peace is costly but worth the price. 
Peacemakers are called “the sons of God”. However, “peacemakers” generally bring to mind 
images of weakness and avoidance – people who want peace without conflict. Neither Jesus nor 
God want peace without conflict, but they do not seek to discomfort others. Instead, Jesus 
willingly endured the costly and painful peacemaking path of the cross to ensure (Colossians 
1:20). What do we willingly endure for the sake of peace? 
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