
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
Lesson 12: Living by the Spirit 

Summary 
 

A. Introduction 
1. Nearly 300 verses make direct mention of the Holy Spirit. 

 
2. A common mistake:  

a. One: Since the Holy Spirit did, or enabled people such as apostles to, do 
miracles. 

b. Two: And since the Holy Spirit inspired the writers of the Bible. 
c. Three: And since we also believe that the Bible was completed and miracles 

ended around the end of the 1st century. 
d. Then: At the end of the 1st century the Spirit retired from active work. 

 
3. The Spirit works in us does not mean that he speaks to us in any direct way to do 

specific things. 
 

4. We have looked only at passages that make direct mention of the Spirit. 
 
B. A review 

1. Summarize the work of the Spirit in the OT. 
 

2. Mainly, we’ll look at the work of the Spirit in the NT. 
 

3. Jesus promised to help his followers by sending the Holy Spirit. 
 
C. Two basic principles. 

1. We should keep in mind that the Holy Spirit is a spirit and functions primarily in the 
spirit real, pursuing spiritual goals. 
 

2. The Spirit is, by nature, difficult for us to understand: John 3:8 
 
D. The Spirit is present and active throughout sacred history: Genesis 1:1-2; 

Revelation 22:17  
 
 

I. The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament. 
 

A. “Names” that describe the Spirit in the OT. 



1. Spirit of God (Elohim); Spirit of the Lord (Jahweh); the, His, or My Spirit; Your Spirit; 
Your good Spirit; Your Holy Spirit; Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, power, 
knowledge and fear; Spirit of the Sovereign Lord; His Holy Spirit, etc.  
  

B. We found actions that could reasonably be used to categorize Spirit activity. 
1. Ability: The Spirit gave many people the ability to accomplish a certain task. 

a. Bezalel was the leader of the craftsmen for the building of the tabernacle in 
Exodus 31:3. 
 

2. Designation: The Spirit in some way identified people whom God had selected or 
designated for a task. 
a. Moses appointed 70 men to help him: Numbers 11:25 

 
3. God’s presence, guidance or favor. 

a. David in Psalm 51:11. 
b. The Messiah in Isaiah 11:1-2. 

 
4. Motivation: The Spirit gave individuals the motivation or courage to act. 

a. The judges weren’t given a special gift or talent, but were moved to act: Judges 
6:34. 
 

5. Message: The Spirit gave people a message: Ezekiel 11:5. 
 
 

II. The Spirit continued to be active in the NT, often in ways similar to the OT. 
 

A. The coming of Christ into the world was marked by exceptional activity by the 
Spirit. 
1. John the Baptist & his father Zachariah: Luke 1:15, 67. 

 
2. Jesus: Luke 3:22; 4:1-2, 14-15 

 
3. Jesus promised the Spirit to believers: John 7:39. 

 
B. The book of Acts records the coming of the Spirit, the establishment of the 

church, and the initial spread of the gospel. 
1. This was a period of exceptional activity of the Spirit. 

 
2. Miracles were needed to jump start the young church: Acts 2:15-18; Hebrews 2:3-4. 

 



III. The work of the Spirit in the remaining books of the New Testament. 
 

A. The normal, everyday work of the Spirit in the lives of Christians. 
1. The Spirit has not retired. 

 
2. Two key passages that describe the primary work of the Spirit today. 

a. Romans 7 described the frustration of trying to live a righteous life without the 
help of the Spirit. 

b. Romans 8 described the joy of living with the help of the Spirit: Romans 8:1-27. 
 

B. The Spirit produces the fruit of the Spirit in those who let him: Galatians 5:22-23. 
 

C. The Spirit “bears witness” (Romans 8:16) in the spiritual realm. 
1. While we live on earth, there is a spiritual battle going on that we can’t see: 

Ephesians 6:11-12. 
a. Multiple times in the NT we read that the Spirit has sealed us and serves as a 

guarantee of our salvation. 
 

2. The seal of the Spirit identifies Christians as God’s people: Romans 8:16; 2 
Corinthians 1:21-22; 5:4-5; 2 Timothy 2:19; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30. 
 

3. “Once saved, always saved” is not a biblical doctrine. 
a. Nor should we live in fear that Christians are condemned by every little sin, and 

then are reinstated only if we ask for forgiveness before it’s too late. 
b. Sealed with the Spirit, we should be vigilant and determined to resist temptation 

and avoid sin. 
c. We should be thankful and encouraged to know that faithfulness is possible 

because God’s Holy Spirit is working in us and for us. 
 

4. The Holy Spirit is active to help God’s people do God’s will and receive their eternal 
reward: 1 Peter 1:3-5. 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ  
and the love of God  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
(2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 


