
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
Lesson 9: Guaranteed by the Spirit 
“The Holy Spirit in 2 Corinthians” 

 
 
A. 2 Corinthians: 11 mentions (7 in ch. 3 and once in each of 4 other chapters.) 

• 2 Cor 1:15-24: Paul is responds to personal criticisms of his promises. 

• He imitates God’s faithfulness: 2 Corinthians 1:18-22 

• 4 things about what God does through the Spirit. 

• Establishes us in Christ. 

• Anoints us. 

• Serves as God’s seal on us. 

• Serves as God’s guarantee that based on what his has done for us, we can be 
certain that he will fulfill all promises about the future. 

 
B. Things the Spirit does for us that we cannot see. 

1. In Acts 2:38, Peter mentions two invisible things that happen when we are baptized 
into Christ. 

2. Our sins are forgiven, and we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C. The Holy Spirit in 2 Corinthians 3. 

• 2 Corinthians 3:3, 6, 8, 17-18 
 

1. Verse 3 has a most intriguing analogy: The Spirit changes (lit, writes on) the hearts 
of Christians. 

2. In verse 6, he says, “For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” 
a. This is similar to statements in Romans and Galatians: Romans 8:6, 10 

3. In 2 Cor 3:8, he says that the ministry, or the work, of the Spirit will have even more 
glory than the glow of Moses after meeting with God. 

• One more wonderful blessing from the Spirit 

• He helps us in our weakness. 

• He intercedes with prayers we could never imagine. 

• He produces spiritual fruit, such as love, joy, peace, etc. 

• And he is transforming us into glorious children of God. 
 

D. Sealed with the Spirit. 
1. The Spirit is given as a placeholder, or a guarantee, of our future reward (2 Cor 

1:22). 
2. 2 Cor 4: The hardships that he and many Christians endure while on earth: 2 Cor 



4:8, 14. 
3. 2 Cor 4:16-5:4: Our bodies are temporary and frail. 

• 2 Corinthians 4:16 

• 2 Corinthians 5:4-5 

• The Spirit dwelling in us is a guarantee of future blessings (cf. 2 Cor 1:22) 
 
C. 2 Cor 6: Paul continues the validity of his ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles. 

1. He maintains that he does everything possible to promote the spread of the gospel 
and avoids doing anything that would hinder the spread of the gospel. 
a. On one hand, he endures any hardship if that’s what it takes: 2 Corinthians 6:4-

5. 
b. On the other hand, he maintains the highest level of integrity and spiritual purity 

for the good of the kingdom: 2 Corinthians 6:6-7. 
 

2. A final greeting. 
a. It is hard to find a richer, or higher blessing than to reference these gifts of God: 

The grace of Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Spirit. 
b. If the grace of Christ is important, and the love of God is important, then the 

fellowship of the Spirit is no less important. 
 
2 Corinthians 13:14 

[14] The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

_____ 
 

Some of the many blessings received through the Spirit. 
 

• He helps us in our weakness (Romans 8:26). 

• He intercedes with prayers we could never imagine (Romans 8:26-27). 

• He produces spiritual fruit, such as love, joy, peace, etc. (Galatians 5:22-23). 

• Transforming us into glorious children of God (2 Cor 3:18). 
 
2 Corinthians 1:21-22 

• Establishes us in Christ. 

• Anoints us. 

• Serves as God’s seal on us. 

• Serves as God’s guarantee that based on what his has done for us, we can be 
certain that he will fulfill all promises about the future. 


