
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
Lesson 8: Life in the Spirit  

“The Holy Spirit in the Books of Galatians” 
 
 

A. As in Romans, throughout Galatians, Paul is dealing with the conflict between life lived 
according to the flesh and that lived according to the Spirit. 

• Galatians 3:1-6: A series of rhetorical questions about how the Galatian Christians received the 
Spirit. 

• Galatians 3:11-14: The Holy Spirit comes to a person by faith in Christ and not by perfect 
obedience to the law. 

• Galatians 4:6: The Spirit of adoption (cp., Romans 8:15) 

• Galatians 4:28-29: Christians are children of promise, like Isaac, and born of the Spirit. 

 

B. The main passage that I want to look at in Galatians is Galatians 5. 

• Galatians 5:16-17: As in Romans 7 & 8, Paul gives assurance that the Spirit helps us live more 
righteous lives. 

• Galatians 5:18-21: The result of living under the law without the help of the Spirit. 

• Galatians 5:22-25: The Holy Spirit, when we let him, helps us live more faithful, righteous lives that 
produce the desired spiritual fruit. 

[22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] 
gentleness, self-control. 
a. A Spirit-led Christian will grow in qualities such as love, joy, peace, etc. 
b. If we are not growing in these areas, it’s doubtful that we are following where the Spirit is 

leading. 
c. Other passages teaching a similar truth: Colossians 3:1-7; Ephesians 4:1; 5:1-11; 2 

Corinthians 5:16-17. 

• Galatians 6:8: The outcome of a life guided by the Spirit.  God has given us his Spirit to lead us to 
eternal life. 

 

“The Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians” 

 

A. After Romans, the Spirit is mentioned more in 1 Corinthians than any book. 

• Paul mentions the Spirit 24 times in 19 verses. 

• The most common term is “Spirit,” but “Spirit of God” 4 times, and “Holy Spirit” 3 times. 

• The Spirit is mentioned only in chapters 2, 3, 6, 7 & 12. 

 



B. The Spirit in 1 Corinthians 2, 3, 6 & 7. 

• 1 Corinthians 2:4: The wisdom of the world (the flesh) v. the Spirit of God. 

• 1 Corinthians 2:10-14: How the Spirit helps us understand God’s workings. 
a. One: Reveals “these things,” i.e., God’s plan “decreed before the ages for our glory” (12:7). 
b. Two: Enables us to understand what God wants us to understand. 
c. Three: Teaches us spiritual truths that the world cannot or will not teach (v. 13). 

• People who refuse to acknowledge the wisdom of God will not understand things taught by 
the Spirit of God (Cp., 1 Corinthians 1:18-24). 

• 1 Corinthians 3:16: Sinful behavior by Christians defiles the church, the temple of God’s Spirit. 

• 1 Corinthians 6:11: Christians are to avoid sin as a response to the salvation we have received by 
the work of Jesus and the Spirit of God. 

• 1 Corinthians 6:18-19: To involve our bodies in intimate sinful activities is to defile the temple of 
the Spirit.  Sexual sin drags the Spirit into an unholy union. 

• 1 Corinthians 7:40: Someone was teaching something different from Paul about the conditions 
under which widows could marry.   

a. Whatever the authority of those teachers, Paul affirms that he too had the Spirit of God.   

• 1 Corinthians 12:1-3: Independent of a person’s salvation, acknowledging “Jesus as Lord” is a 
Spirit-revealed truth (cf., John 11:49-51; Numbers 22-24). 

 

C. 1 Corinthians 12: Gifts of the Spirit 

• The goal of spiritual gifts is never physical, but spiritual fruit. 
a. The spiritual gifts in the Corinthian church were authentic, but misused. 
b. Gifts received from the Spirit could be miraculous or not, but were still given to produce the fruit 

of the Spiritl. 

• 1 Corinthians 12:4-13: One Spirit gives various gifts for the common good and building up the 
brethren (cp., 14:5, 12, 26). 

• 1 Corinthians 13: The preferred “fruit of the Spirit” is love. 

 

D. 1 Corinthians 14: A practical application of the lessons in chapters 12 & 13. 

• Use the gifts to build up the brethren and the church: 1 Cor 14:5, 12, 26. 

• 1 Corinthians 14:2: The gift of languages (tongues) is not designed primarily for use in the church 
assemblies.  Compare ESV & NKJV.   

• 1 Corinthians 14:22-23: Tongues are designed to teach unbelievers who speak a different 
language. 

• 1 Corinthians 14:12: A summary statement about the best use of spiritual gifts in the assemblies of 
the church.  “Strive to excel in building up the church.” 

 


