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The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
Lesson 6: “The Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts” 

 
Introduction 
 
A. We have found the Holy Spirit to be present and active throughout the Old Testament.   

1. The Spirit was “put on,” “came upon,” “filled,” “clothed,” “spoke to,” “instructed,” “lifted up,” 
etc.   

2. Isaiah, Ezekiel and Joel also mention the Spirit being poured out, but always in the future. 
 
B. The results of Spirit involvement were varied. 

1. People were given the abilities needed to accomplish a particular task. 
2. The presence of the Spirit could indicate that a person was selected for a task, or that the 

person was approved by God in some way.   
3. Sometimes people were stirred to action by the Spirit. 
4. Some prophesied, but the gift was sometimes limited to a single event.   

 
C. Jesus was said to be “filled with the Spirit,” but was he ever not filled with the Spirit.   

1. We should expect some changes in Spirit activity following the glorification of Christ. 
2. In both the OT and the Gospels, the Spirit’s action is usually described in the present tense. 
3. But there are a few announcements of future actions of the Spirit.   

a. The Spirit would rest on the coming Messiah: Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 61:1. 
b. The Spirit would be “poured out.” Isaiah 32:15; 44:1, 3; Ezekiel 36:27; 39:29; Joel 

2:28-29 
 

D. Jesus promised the Spirit. 
1. On all who believe: John 7:38-39 
2. The apostles: John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13  

• Jesus mentions “the promise,” that will be mentioned again in Acts 2: Luke 24:49 
 
 
I. The Holy Spirit in the early chapters of Acts 

 
A. More often in Acts than in any other book of the Bible. 

1. 57 times, in 55 different verses  
2. He is mentioned in 19 of the 28 chapters, but only once after chapter 21. 

 
B. In Acts 1 & 2, a sequence of events. 

1. Luke’s reference to his “first book’:  Acts 1:2 
2. A recap of Jesus’ interactions with the disciples: Luke 24:49, “the promise…clothed with 

power.” 
3. An overlay of phrases from the promises. 

a. Acts 1:4-5, “wait for the promise… baptized with the HS not many days from now.” 
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b. Acts 1:8, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” 
c. Acts 2:4, they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 
d. Acts 2:16-18, “I will pour out my Spirit.” 
e. Acts 2:33, “having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he (Jesus) 

has poured out this.” 
4. The Helper (John 14:26) came upon the apostles in Acts 2. 
5. Peter offered the Holy Spirit to believers, Acts 2:38. 

 
C. Speaking in “tongues.” 

1. Acts 2:3, the appearance of tongues. 
2. Acts 2:4, 6, 8, 11 

a. Tongues (glossa) in verses 4 & 11 
b. Languages (dialektos) in verses 6 & 8. 

3. Both words refer to the languages spoken by people present. 

• V. 6, each one was hearing them speak in his own language (dialektos)  

• V. 8, we hear, each of us in his own native language (dialektos) 

• V. 11, we hear them telling in our own tongues (glossa) 
4. Tongues will be mentioned two more times in Acts (ch. 10-11 & 19), and by Paul in 1 

Corinthians 12-14. 
 
 

II. Most of the Holy Spirit actions in Acts are similar to cases we saw in the OT. 
 

A. The apostles in Acts 4. 
1. In Acts 4:8, Peter spoke to the council while “filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
2. In Acts 4:31, the brethren prayed and were filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 
B. Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5 

1. Peter said that Ananias had lied “to the Holy Spirit” (Acts 5:3). 
2. Peter asked Sapphira why they had decided to “test the Spirit of the Lord?” (Acts 5:9). 

 
C. Acts 5:32 refers to the promise of Acts 2:38 that the Spirit would be given to those who obey 

God. 
1. Micah responded to opponents by speaking with the Spirit of the Lord: Micah 3:8 
2. Like Micah, Peter said that Christians should not be intimidated by opponents, because the 

Spirit of God is with us and not with them. 
 


