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THE CALL TO BE CHRISTLIKE 
Putting on a new self, Ephesians 4:17-24 
 
 
We live in a society that carefully parses identities. African American, Native American, 
Caucasian, Latino, cisgender, LGBTQ, gen X, millennial, etc. – we have categories into which we 
place others and ourselves that mark our place in our culture. That same boundary marking 
exists in religious circles where people are identified by their affiliation – Protestant, Catholic, 
mainline, fundamentalist, charismatic, progressive, etc. And, categories can overlap to create 
increasingly narrow subgroups – African American gen X charismatic or millennial Caucasian 
Protestant mainline progressive. 
 
The New Testament offers a simpler way of identifying people – those who follow Jesus and 
those who do not. Those who commit themselves to follow Jesus come from various 
backgrounds and find unity in Jesus because they submit themselves to him and take on his 
identity as their own, new identity.  
  
So, we talk a lot about Jesus and our need to be like him. This lesson will use Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians to remind us of Christlikeness’ place in God’s purposes and how it should find 
expression in our lives.  
 

“Grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ”1 
Paul wrote that God established a plan “before the foundation of the world” to 
“unite all things … in heaven and things on earth” (Ephesians 1:3-10). 
• God needed a plan to “unite all things” because human rebellion fractured His creation (cf. 

Genesis 3-11). 

• As with His creation, God focused His plan on His relationship with humans despite their 
problem-causing rebellion (Ephesians 1:3-10; Genesis 1:1-31). 

• God accomplished His plan through Jesus, to whom He gave a place of exalted authority 
(Ephesians 1:15-23). 

 

God’s plan features a new humanity representing Him in the world (Ephesians 2:1-
3:11). 
• Even though human rebellion resulted in people who “were dead in their trespasses,” God 

makes them “alive together with Christ” (Ephesians 2:1-10). 

 
1Ephesians 4:15. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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• However, God does not merely resurrect individuals’ old identities. Instead, He forms them 
into “one new man” – He creates a new humanity in whom His presence can dwell 
(Ephesians 2:11-22). 

• God intends His new, Jesus-created humanity to make known His “manifold wisdom” 
(Ephesians 3:1-11). 

 

God’s new humanity represents Him by acting like Jesus (Ephesians 4:1-6:9). 
• Just as He commissioned humanity in the creation, God also expects His new humanity to 

represent Him within the world (Genesis 1:26-28; Ephesians 4:24; 5:1). 

• However, God’s new humans represent Him by “grow[ing] up in every way into” Jesus 
(Ephesians 4:15-16; 5:1-2). Becoming like Jesus involves such things as:  

o Rejecting one’s “old self” to “put on the new self” (Ephesians 4:17-32). 
o “Walk[ing] in love, as Christ loved” (Ephesians 5:2). 
o “Walk[ing] as children of light” as Jesus was light (Ephesians 5:3-14; John 1:4; 8:12). 
o Practicing submission as both taught and practiced by Jesus (Ephesians 5:21-6:9; 

Matthew 20:20-28; John 13:3-17). 
 

Applications 
• Becoming like Jesus is non-negotiable. 

• Identity resides in the new self Jesus gives to us rather than the categories into which our 
society places us. 

• Identity comes through selflessness rather than self-exploration. 

• Identity and behavior inseparably tie together – taking on Jesus’ identity means that we act 
like him. 

• Jesus gives immeasurable blessings to everyone who takes on his identity. 
 
 
May God help us to become more and more like Jesus 
 
 
 
 

 

 


