
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
Lesson 4 

“The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, part 2” 
I Kings - Malachi 

 
 
Introduction 
A. The main work of the Spirit from 1 Kings to Malachi: receiving a word or message from 

God, though there are other actions. 
 
 

I. The Spirit from Kings to Esther. 
A. 2 mentions of the Spirit in 1 & 2 Kings. 

1. The source of these statements does not guarantee accuracy. 
a. Obadiah, the servant of King Ahab feared that Elijah would disappear. 
b. 1 Kings 18:12. 

 
2. Young prophets tried to explain to Elisha the disappearance of Elijah. 

a. 2 Kings 2:16 
b. Compare Acts 8:39. 

 
B. In 1 & 2 Chronicles there are 4 mentions of the Spirit that are all quite similar. 

1. In 1 Chronicles 12:18 and 2 Chronicles 15:1; 20:14 and 24:20. 
a. 1 Chronicles 12:18 says (ESV), “Then the Spirit clothed Amasai.” 
b. 2 Chronicles 24:20 has: “Then the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah.” 
c. The Spirit of the Lord, or of God, came upon someone (Azariah in 2 Chronicles 

15:1 & Jahaziel in 20:14). 
 

2. Some translations include a mention of the Spirit in 1 Chron 28. 
a. In 1 Chronicles 28:12, (ESV) the plan of all they he had in mind for the courts of 

the house of the Lord. 
b. ( NKJV & NIV): the plans of all that the Spirit had put in his mind… 

 
C. Nehemiah mentions of the Spirt twice. 

1. Both cases in Nehemiah are included in Israel’s great prayer of repentance: 
Nehemiah 9:20 & 30. 

 
2. Ezra and Esther have no mentions of the Spirit. 

 
II. The Spirit in the books of Poetry or Wisdom. 



 
A. Job is the book where there seems to be the most uncertainty as whether to 

translate “breath” or “spirit.” 
1. Job 26:13 

• ESV: By his wind the heavens were made fair 

• NIV: By his breath the skies became fair 

• NKJV: By His Spirit He adorned the heavens 
 

2. Job 27:3 

• ESV: As long as my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils 

• NIV: As long as I have life within me, and the breath of God is in my nostrils. 

• NKJV: As long as my breath is in me, the breath of God in my nostrils 
 

3. Job 33:4 has better agreement between translations. 

• ESV, NIV, NKJV: The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the 
Almighty gives me life. 

 
B. There are five Spirit verses in the Psalms. 

1. Evidence of the presence or favor of God: Psalm 51:11; 129:7. 
 

2. Psalm 104:27-30, the Spirit gives life and is evidence of God’s presence and 
blessings. 
 

3. Psalm 106:33 is unclear whether it is the Spirit of God or the spirit of Moses. 
ESV: it went ill with Moses on their account, for they made his (Moses) spirit bitter, 
and he spoke rashly with his lips. 
NIV: for they rebelled against the Spirit of God, and rash words came from Moses’ 
lips. 
 

4. Psalm 143:10, God’s Spirit and his word work in harmony. 
ESV: Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! 
 Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground! 
 
 

III. Books of the Prophets 
 

A. The Holy Spirit in the Major Prophets: Isaiah 
1. Isaiah: 12 verses grouped into 2 categories, with two sort of stand alone verses. 
2. The coming of the Messiah. 



a. Isaiah 11:1-2; 42:1; 61:1 (cf. Luke 4:18-21) 
 

3. Times when God has or will “pour out” his Spirit on his people. 
a. Isaiah 63:10-11, 14; 32:15; 44:3; 59:21. 
 

4. Isaiah 30:1, the Spirit as the word and will of God. 
 

5. Isaiah 34:16 is about God’s judgment on “the nations,” or the Gentiles. 
 

B. Ezekiel mentions the Spirit more as acting directly, even physically, on Ezekiel. 
1. In Ezekiel 2:2 & 11:5, the Spirit came upon Ezekiel and spoke to him, or told him 

things to say. 
 

2. Eight times the Spirit “lifted him up.” 
a. Ezekiel 3:12, 14, 24; 8:3; 11:1, 24; 37:1; 43:5 
 

3. Three times Ezekiel sees a future act of God “putting the Spirit in” or “pouring the 
Spirit out” on the people of Israel. 
a. Ezekiel 36:27 (cf., 37:14); Ezekiel 39:29 

 
C. The Holy Spirit in the Minor Prophets 

1. The Holy Spirit is mentioned in 4 of the 12 Minor Prophets: Joel, Micah, Haggai & 
Zechariah. 
 

2. Joel 2:28-29 is quoted by Peter in Acts 2:17ff, affirming the pouring out of the Spirit 
on “all flesh.” 

 
3. Micah 2:7, Micah’s audience took God’s patience as a license to disobey. 

 
4. Micah 3:8, Micah defends his message against the opposition of false prophets.  

 
5. Haggai 2:4-5, Haggai was contemporary with Ezra & Nehemiah, and encouraged 

them in the post-exile rebuilding of the temple: (Ezra 5:1; 6:14). 
 

6. Zechariah 4:5: 6:8; 7:12, Zechariah was contemporary with Haggai, and also 
encouraged the Israelites in the rebuilding the Jerusalem temple. 

 
 
 
 



D. Summary of the Spirit’s action and work in the Old Testament. 
1. Genesis: creation and giving life; interpreting dreams. 
2. Exodus-Samuel: ability; designation; presence; motivation, message. 
3. Kings-Chronicles: transportation; message of warning or blessing 
4. Wisdom: life and presence of God 
5. Major Prophets: Isaiah & Ezekiel: on the Messiah; message; Ezekiel “lifted up;” 

blessings 
6. Minor Prophets: Joel, Micah, Haggai & Zechariah  

a. God’s presence for the fulfillment of his plan 
b. Punishment or deliverance/blessing 
c. The Spirit put at rest, satisfied  
 

E. The most “standard” actions of the Holy Spirit.   
1. Ability 
2. Designation or identification 
3. Presence 
4. Motivation 
5. Message 

 

 

 


