
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
Lesson 3 

“The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, part 1” 
Genesis – 2 Samuel 

 
Introduction 
A. The Holy Spirit is mentioned explicitly about 80 times in the OT. 

1. The exact number may vary depending on the translation. 
 

2. In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit is most often referred to as the Spirit of God 
(Elohim), the Spirit of the Lord (YAHWEH), or “the Spirit.” 

 
3. In this lesson, we want to note what the Spirit did in the OT, and especially what 

appear to be the main objectives of the Spirit's action in the OT. 
 

 
I. The Holy Spirit in Genesis 

• Genesis 1:2 – the Spirit in creation 
Q: What 2 things do we learn about the Spirit of God from this verse? 
1. One: _________________________________________ 
2. Two: _________________________________________ 

 

• Genesis 6:3 – God’s life-giving Spirit in man 
1. This is one of the passages where the double meaning of spirit and breath are 

involved. 
2. Regardless of details, the general idea is that because of sin, man is not immortal. 

 

• Genesis 41:38 – Joseph interpreting dreams 
1. Joseph is the first person in the Bible for whom it is said that the Spirit was in him 

(other than to give life). 
2. As in the later story of Daniel (where the Spirit isn’t mentioned), a pagan king 

recognized that some sort of divine spirit was in them. 
 
 

II. The Holy Spirit giving a skill or ability in the rest of the Pentateuch. 

• There are only three clear cases: Bezalel, the 70 elders and Balaam. 
 

• Exodus 31.1-5 – Bezalel the Master Craftsman 
1. Bezalel is the first person in Scripture said to be “filled with the Spirit of God.” 



2. Being “filled with the Spirit” gave him wisdom, ability, knowledge and craftsmanship. 
3. See also: Exodus 35:30-35; 36:2. 
4. The purpose is stated in 31:6: “That they may make all that I have commanded 

you.” 
 

• Numbers 11:17, 25, 26, 29 – Seventy helpers for Moses 
1. God told Moses to select 70 “elders” of the people, and appoint them officially to help 

him lead the people 
2. So he put “some of his Spirit” on the 70 elders. 
3. Q: What was the purpose of “giving them some” of the Spirit in Moses, even though 

they prophesied only once? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Numbers 24:2 – Balaam’s blessing (See also Numbers 22-23). 
1. The Moabites hired Balaam to curse the Israelites. 
2. God twice “put a word in Balaam’s mouth” before we read that “the Spirit came upon 

him.” 
3. God’s Spirit in the Pentateuch: 3 passages in Genesis; 2 in Exodus, 4 in Numbers 11 

and 1 in Numbers 24. 
 

• The Holy Spirit is not mentioned in Leviticus or Deuteronomy. 
 

 
III. The Holy Spirit in the book of Judges 
A. Three judges (not counting Samson) received the Spirit: Othniel, Gideon and 

Jephthah. 
1. Othniel: Judges 3:9-11 

• Q: What happened when the Spirit came upon Othniel? 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Gideon: Judges 6:33-34 

• Q: What happened when the Spirit came upon Gideon? 
________________________________________________________________ 

3. Jephthah: Judges 11:29 

• Q: What happened when the Spirit came upon Jephthah? 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

B. Samson: Judges 13:25; 14:6, 19; 15:14 



1. Though raised under Nazarite vow conditions, only when the Spirit stirred him did he 
“begin to save Israel.” 

2. Three times: “The Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him” (Judges 14:6, 19: 15:14). 

• Q: So what do you think was accomplished by the Spirit rushing upon him? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. The Spirit isn’t mentioned in the book of Ruth. 
 
 

IV. The Spirit in the books of Samuel 
A. Saul: 1 Samuel 10:6, 10; 11:6-7: 16:14; 19:20, 23 

• Q: What does it mean to “be turned into another man?” 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Q: What does it mean that “the Spirit departed from Saul”? 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

B. David: 1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Samuel 23:1-2 
1. When Samuel anointed David the “Spirit rushed upon David” (1 Sam 16:13). 

 
2. A psalm of David: 2 Samuel 23:1-2: (cf., Matthew 22:43-44) 

 

 
V. Five things the Spirit did:  

1. Ability: The Spirit gave the ability to accomplish a task. 
2. Designation: The Spirit in some undescribed way identified someone whom God 

had selected or designated for a task. 
3. God’s presence & guidance: Indicates that God was with the person and guided 

them in some way. 
4. Motivation: The Spirit gave someone the motivation or courage to act and do what 

God had called them to do (e.g., judges). 
5. Message: Often, the Spirit gave someone a message to communicate to others (i.e., 

prophets). 
 
 

 


