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THINK LIKE JESUS… 
Use your wealth to benefit others, Luke 12:22-34 
 
 
Early in my ministry, an older preacher jokingly told me that you “don’t mess with people’s 
money or kids.” Conversely, I have noticed that people tend to like lessons that focus on other 
people more than ones that focus on them and their concerns. Despite seeing the same things, 
Jesus persistently directed his audience’s attention to their problems. His strategy often angered 
his audience and even motivated them to try and kill him on a couple of occasions.  
 
We are a church family committed to following Jesus. Like those who followed Jesus in the 
gospels, we should also be prepared to be disquieted by his teachings. However, the discomfort 
Jesus creates seeks to transform us so that we can enjoy the life God intended us to live. We will, 
in this lesson, consider the transformed relationship with wealth that Jesus expects to take root 
within the lives of all who follow him.   
 

Jesus’ radical teachings about wealth 
• To properly appreciate Jesus’ teachings about wealth, we must begin with his insistence on 

complete selflessness, one of his most repeated teachings in the gospels (cf. Matthew 10:37-
39; 16:24-26; 18:1-4; 19:30; 20:16, 20-28; Mark 8:34-37; 9:33-37; 10:31, 35-45; Luke 9:23-
24, 46-48; 13:30; 14:25-27; 17:33; John 12:25).  

• Jesus’ emphasis on selflessness helps explain why he taught that wealth poses a significant 
danger – it steals one’s heart away from God by focusing them on this life, a narrow and self-
centered focus that leaves one ultimately unsatisfied (Matthew 6:19-24, cf. vv1-33; 
Ecclesiastes 5:10-12).  

• It should not surprise us that Jesus taught wealth keeps people out of heaven (Mark 10:23-
26).  

• The significance of wealth’s danger finds support in several other places in Jesus’ ministry.   
o He declared Zacchaeus’ salvation only after Zacchaeus renounced his wealth (Luke 

19:1-10). 
o The rich fool’s emphasis on his wealth directly led to his death (Luke 12:16-21). 
o The rich man’s enjoyment of his wealth at the expense of Lazarus resulted in his 

punishment in Hades (Luke 16:19-31).    

• Wealth’s exploitation of one’s selfish interests motivated Jesus to expect everyone to change 
their thinking by focusing on how they can use their wealth to care for other people. 

o Jesus condemned both the rich man (Luke 16:19-31) and the rich fool (Luke 12:16-21) 
for their self-centered use of their wealth. 

o In contrast, Jesus taught the masses listening to him to sell their possessions and give 
to the poor (Luke 12:33). 

o The contrast between the rich man, the rich fool, and Jesus’ teachings about how to 
use one’s wealth point to the issue: 
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Rather than using wealth merely for personal benefit, it should be used to benefit 
others and glorify God.  

(Luke 12:13-21; Matthew 5:16) 
 

• Jesus taught that we should use our wealth to care for the poor and powerless because God 
Himself takes a particular interest in them.  

o Luke’s record of the Sermon on the Plain includes the beatitude, “Blessed are you 
who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God”1 (Luke 6:20), which points to a special 
emphasis in Jesus’ ministry – he focused on the poor and powerless (Luke 4:18-21; 
Isaiah 61:1-2). 

o While Jesus’ healing the sick and helping the poor evidenced his spiritual mission 
(Luke 4:18-21; Isaiah 61:1-2), we cannot dismiss the connection between those 
practices and salvation (Matthew 25:34-46). 

o Jesus stressed our need to care for the poor and powerless because that behavior 
characterizes God (Deuteronomy 10:14-19; Matthew 6:25-33; Romans 5:6-8).  

• Caring for the poor, powerless, and struggling people becomes one of the principal ways God 
addresses suffering and poverty in the world (Deuteronomy 15:1-18; Acts 2:42-45; 4:32-35). 

• In addressing the inequities and hardships that too often characterize the world, followers of 
Jesus model a new reality – a new creation – that makes known “the manifold wisdom of 
God” (cf. Ephesians 2:11-3:10; 4:22-24, 28). 

• Therefore, caring for the poor and powerless becomes the criteria by which God determines 
who belongs in His kingdom (Matthew 25:34-46). 

 

Applications 
• Jesus repeated teachings about selfishness and its connection to wealth ought to impress on 

us wealth’s real danger. 

• While God intended wealth as a blessing, our economic systems often turn that blessing into 
a system of power and privilege that corrupts God’s intentions. 

• Jesus’ warning that wealthy people have difficulty entering heaven ought to force us to 
consider how our privileged place in a privileged county might influence us. For example: 

o Do we, for example, evaluate Jesus’ teachings about wealth by comparing them to 
our society’s standards or God’s character? 

o Do we have more concern for maintaining our status in our community or elevating 
the status of others? 

• Thinking about wealth like Jesus involves much more than embracing a different economic 
theory – thinking about wealth like Jesus requires one to adopt a different reality. 

 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 


