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WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS… 
Thinking like Jesus about…possessions, Matthew 6:19-24 
 
 

A [LARGE] CONTINGENT OF PRACTICING CHRISTIANS ARE MORE INCLINED TOWARD MATERIALISM, THE VIEW THAT THE 

MATERIAL WORLD IS ALL THERE IS. FOR THEM, “MEANING AND PURPOSE COMES FROM WORKING HARD TO EARN AS MUCH 

AS POSSIBLE SO YOU CAN MAKE THE MOST OF LIFE,” A VIEW HELD BY ONE-FIFTH OF PRACTICING CHRISTIANS (20%).1 

 
The above quote comes from a 2017 Barna Group report summarizing its research into various 
worldviews influencing the beliefs and practices of self-identified Christians in the United States. 
While I suspect the finding that many believe “meaning and purpose comes from working hard 
to earn as much as possible so you can make the most of life” does not surprise us, the number 
of “practicing Christians” who espouse it should alarm us. That finding should disturb us because 
its claim that life’s meaning and purpose revolves around wealth stands in stark contrast to 
Jesus’ numerous teachings about wealth’s dangers. As we continue to explore what it looks like 
to commit ourselves to following Jesus and learning from him, we will use this lesson to consider 
Jesus’ teachings about wealth in Matthew 6:19-24. 
 

Beginning Considerations 
• Treasure is not wrong; God desires to bless people, including giving them abundant material 

blessings (Deuteronomy 15:4; 28:1-14; cf. Jeremiah 29:11). 

• Even though God intends treasure to be a blessing, the Bible repeatedly points out that 
“treasure” often becomes a trap ensnaring many people (cf. Matthew 19:16-25).  

o Treasure becomes a trap because humanity tends to selfishly take for themselves 
rather than rely on God’s generous blessings (cf. Genesis 3:1-6). 

o Selfishness mutates treasure into a source of conflict and pain (James 3:16; 4:1-3; 
5:1-6). 

• Because treasure should lead us to God who gives us “every good gift and every perfect gift”2 
(James 1:16-17), treasure – by itself – is not satisfying (cf. Ecclesiastes 5:10-12). 

 

Jesus’ comments about treasure and the heart  
Jesus often taught about treasure and the relationship people should have with it. The number 
of those teachings indicates the challenge wealth presents to people. Therefore, one should not 
be surprised that a proper relationship with possessions defines the behavior of the citizens of 
Jesus’ kingdom. In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus offers a portrait of the identity and behavior 
of those who belong in the “kingdom of heaven.” Consider some of his teachings about treasure 
in that Sermon: 

 
1 https://www.barna.com/research/competing-worldviews-influence-todays-christians/ 
2 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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Treasure the right things because some treasures will be lost. 
(Matthew 6:19-20) 

 

Treasure the right things because “where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.”  

(Matthew 6:21) 
 

Treasuring the wrong thing will fill you with consuming darkness. 
(Matthew 6:22-23) 

 

You can only treasure one thing because “no one can serve two masters.” 
(Matthew 6:24) 

 

Applications  
• Treasure can improve numerous aspects of our lives, but it should not become the focus of 

our lives.  

• Wealth often becomes an idol that competes with God to control our hearts. 

• We live in a world of abundance generously given to us by God. Our treasures are not the 
various things we have in this life but the God who gives them to us. 

• God’s real treasures reside not in possessions but relationships. 

 
 
God desires to bless us, including giving us material blessings like wealth. However, God intends 
those blessings to draw us closer to Him rather than replace Him as our lives' focus. His intention 
should motivate us to ask ourselves what place treasures have in our lives - does your heart lie 
with your treasures or with God? 
 
 
 
 

 

 


