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JESUS’ NEW CREATION 
The hope of Jesus’ resurrection, John 20:19-23 
 
 
One might be forgiven for thinking that Easter means new clothes, candy, and other marketed 
goods. Even though it might seem that Easter is becoming another consumer holiday, millions of 
people worldwide continue to use the Easter holiday to reflect on the meaning of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. Generally, a celebratory mood marks the day because of the ‘good news’ (the 
literal meaning of the word “gospel”) Jesus’ resurrection brings to peoples’ lives. Therefore, we 
will use this Easter service to consider one of the reasons why Jesus’ resurrection is good news 
and what that message means for our lives.  
 

Jesus’ new creation 
• John opens his gospel by identifying Jesus as the creator God in whom is life (John 1:1-4). 

• John ends his gospel with an unexpected return to his portrait of Jesus as creator.  His 
description of Jesus’ resurrection incorporates imagery from Genesis’ creation account, the 
account that provides the backdrop for his opening comments in John 1. Consider:  

o Like the other gospels, John mentions that Jesus’ resurrection took place on the “first 
day of the week”1 (John 20:1; cf. Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1).  

▪ The books’ description of the day stands out because Jesus consistently talked 
about his resurrection taking place on the “third day” (cf. Matthew 12:39-40; 
Luke 9:22; 13:32; 18:33; 24:7, 21; 24:46; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4). 

▪ By describing the day of Jesus’ resurrection as “the first day of the week” 
rather than the “third day,” the authors signal that Jesus’ resurrection 
initiated something new. 

o John additionally describes “the first day of the week” using the evening/morning 
pattern from Genesis 1 (John 20:1, 19; cf. Genesis 1:5). 

o John further strengthens his parallels to Genesis by describing Jesus’ promise to give 
the apostles the Holy Spirit in a way that echoes the creation of man (John 20:22; 
Genesis 2:7). 

• The subtle references to Genesis and to something new that John embeds in his account of 
Jesus’ resurrection find more explicit expression in Paul’s writings. For example:  

o 1 Corinthians 15:12-49 – In a lengthy passage, Paul wrote that Jesus’ resurrection 
initiated a new reality in which God’s enemies will be defeated and people will be 
raised into a new life with Jesus and will “bear the image of the man of heaven.” 

o 2 Corinthians 5:17 – Paul wrote that everyone “in Christ…is a new creation.” 
o Galatians 6:15 – Rather than focusing on the Jewish matters creating division among 

the Galatian Christians, Paul wrote that “new creation” matters most. 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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o Ephesians 2:11-16 – Paul wrote that Jesus unites Jews and Gentiles into “one new 
man” in his church; he forms a new humanity composed of the two groups. 

o Colossians 1:15-20 – “All things were created” by Jesus and, Paul told the Colossians, 
Jesus “is the beginning” of a new creation. 

o Colossians 3:9-10 – Jesus’ new creation involves people who “put on a new self” 
made in his image. 

• The Bible ends with a picture of the new creation both John and Paul connect to Jesus’ 
resurrection – Revelation 21-22 describes a “new heavens and a new earth” in which all of 
the pains and injustices of this world no longer exist and in which humans join God in ruling 
that reality.  

• The New Testament’s connection of a new creation to Jesus’ resurrection helps us grasp the 
importance of the event – Jesus’ resurrection introduced a new reality; it is a down payment 
on a new creation in which death, pain, and injustice will no longer exist.  

• Jesus’ resurrection is thus an occasion of hope built on his revelation of a future guaranteed 
to everyone who ‘loses their life for his sake’ (Matthew 16:24-25; 2 Corinthians 5:17; 
Colossians 3:9-10). 

 

Applications 
• While the new creation introduced by Jesus’ resurrection may not be fully realized, he does 

invite us to participate in it in the present through baptism (Galatians 3:26-28; 6:15; 2 
Corinthians 5:17).  

• Being new creation people through baptism means: 
o We will be resurrected like Jesus and be given resurrection bodies like his (1 

Corinthians 15:12-49). 
o We will join Jesus in his fully realized, future new creation where there will be no 

death, no mourning, no crying, and no pain (Revelation 21:1-4). 
o To enjoy that future reality guaranteed by Jesus’ resurrection, we have to live as new 

people in the present by putting “to death what is earthly in” us (Colossians 3:5-9). 
o To enjoy that future reality guaranteed by Jesus’ resurrection, we have to live as new 

people in the present by putting on a new self made in “the image of its creator” 
(Colossians 3:10-17). 

 
 
Jesus invites us to join him in his new world. While his offer guarantees escape from our present, 
corrupted world, it also expects us to continue living in our world as transformed people who 
faithfully represent him and his new world. Therefore, ask yourself whether your life represents 
Jesus and his new world or if it instead represents the concerns of our current, corrupted world. 
 

 

 


