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PRACTICAL DISCIPLESHIP 
Generosity, Acts 10:35 
 
 
A megadrought has been slowly choking the western United States for the past twenty-two 
years. The war in Ukraine has devastated cities and displaced more than ten million people. The 
COVID pandemic disrupted international supply chains, triggering global economic problems. 
Even in our modern world, things hang in a delicate balance that always seems to favor the small 
minority of wealthy individuals who own most of the world’s wealth. It should not surprise us, 
then, that people feel the need to accrue and protect wealth. Jesus looks at the same world filled 
with the same problems and comes to a radically different conclusion: 
 

Generously give wealth to others rather than collecting it for oneself. 
 
But Jesus’ conclusion does not merely promote generosity in an out-of-balance world; it assumes 
a fundamentally different understanding of the world that leads one to practice charity. As we 
explore discipleship to Jesus this year, we will use this lesson to consider practical applications to 
his teachings about generosity. 
 

A world of abundance 
• Jesus taught that “it is more blessed to give than to receive”1 (Acts 20:35). Behind that 

pleasant and religious-sounding teaching lies a set of very challenging expectations. For 
example: 

o “Do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will wear or what 
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on” (Matthew 6:25-33). 

o “Do not resist the one who is evil” but instead practice generosity towards them 
(Matthew 5:38-42). 

o “Only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:23-
25). 

• Even though Jesus adopted an itinerant lifestyle (cf. Matthew 8:18-20), we cannot dismiss his 
teachings as mere asceticism. Paul, who dedicated himself to following Jesus, rejected any 
attempts to impose that way of living on followers of Jesus (cf. Colossians 2:20-23). 

• Instead, Jesus challenged people to adopt a different way of thinking about the world; he 
challenged people to embrace a view of the world shaped by God’s abundant goodness and 
indiscriminate generosity (cf. Matthew 5:43-48; 6:8; 7:7-11).  

• A few key elements define the thinking Jesus wants people to adopt: 
 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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God gave humanity a blessing of generosity and created the world as a place more 
than capable of sustaining its blessing (Genesis 1:26-30; Psalm 104:10-17). 

 

Humanity’s mistrust of God’s generosity results in the perception of the world as a 
place of scarcity, violence, and poverty (Genesis 3:1-6; James 4:1-3; cf. 

Deuteronomy 15:4-5). 
 

Despite humanity’s mistrust, God remains committed to giving it His generous 
blessing (Genesis 12:1-3). 

 

Jesus calls people to entrust their lives and livelihood to God’s abundant generosity 
even while living in a world filled with scarcity, violence, and poverty (Matthew 

6:25-33). 
 

Practicing generosity 
Biblical generosity requires one to see the world as a God-created place of abundance rather 
than scarcity. That worldview means that merely practicing generous acts is not enough; one 
must also change their thinking (cf. Romans 12:1-2). Consider, therefore, the following items:  

• Changing one’s thinking takes time and can be difficult. 

• Create discontent with our world’s way of thinking by inundating your mind with scripture’s 
picture of God’s generosity. 

• Learn to see relationships, rather than possessions, as key to God’s economy (cf. Matthew 
7:12; Romans 13:8-10). 

• God’s focus on relationships means that generosity extends beyond merely one’s resources 
to include one’s time and self. 

• Actively associate with people who reinforce your changed thinking and offer loving 
accountability to it.  
 

 
God is good, and His goodness seeks to bless us generously. Let us learn to trust in His generosity 
and allow it to spill out of us and into the lives of the people around us. Let us entrust our lives to 
His care so that the blessings He gives us offer an antidote to the scarcity thinking that defines 
our world. 
 
 
 
 

 

 


