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WORTHY IS THE LAMB 
Revelation 5:11-14 
 
 
Jesus did not hide the cost of discipleship to him. In fact, he repeatedly and openly talked about 
its high cost. While we should pay attention to Jesus’ teachings about ‘counting the cost’ of 
following him, we need to be careful that we do not place such emphasis on the cost that we 
inadvertently portray Christianity as a burden. ‘Counting the cost’ should be balanced against the 
overwhelming weight of Jesus’ worthy identity that far surpasses the cost and that motivates us 
to commit ourselves to following him. Therefore, we will consider John’s portrait of Jesus in 
Revelation to remind us of his worthy identity and its meaning for us.  
 

John’s vision of Jesus 
John’s Revelation addressed first century Christians facing challenges represented in the short 
letters he addressed “to the seven churches that are in Asia”1 (Revelation 1:4; 2:1-3:22). In 
addition to the apathy, hostility, immorality, and wealth plaguing those churches, John wrote 
they would also experience an intensifying persecution (John wrote between the times of Roman 
emperors Nero and Domitian under whose reigns Christians experienced outbreaks of escalating 
oppression).  
 
The difficulties confronting John’s audience were not, however, unexpected; Jesus warned all 
who wanted to follow him about the costs associated with that decision (cf. Matthew 10:34-49; 
Luke 9:57-62; 14:25-33; John 15:18-21).  Nevertheless, the problems troubling the church in 
John’s time raised the question - “Would Jesus’ people remain faithful, or would they collapse 
under the pressures they were facing?” 
 
That question prompted John’s message in which he offered his readers insight into Jesus’ 
identity and mission. His portrait of Jesus reveals an inspiring worthiness that ought to transform 
one’s understanding of the costs of discipleship to him. Consider: 
 

Revelation 1:12-16 
John’s vision of Jesus’ all-powerful, all-conquering sovereign identity. 

 

Revelation 1:4-6 
As a conquering king, Jesus seeks to free his people from sin and make them a 

“kingdom of priests” to God. 
 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 



joshua hartwigsen, 3.20.22 (am) 

 

151st Street Church of Christ 
13875 W 151st Street, Olathe, KS, 66062 
151cofc.com 

Revelation 11:15-18 
Jesus’ mission includes “making the kingdom of the world” his kingdom by 

defeating “the destroyers of the earth” and “rewarding” his people. 
 

Revelation 5:1-14 
Jesus possesses a praiseworthy identity because he exercises his sovereign power as 

a conquering king through his willing self-sacrifice. 
 

Revelation 7:1-17 
Jesus’ self-sacrifice forms the identity of his army – “a great multitude that no one 
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages” who 

devote themselves to praising him. 
 

Revelation 21-22 
As a conquering king, Jesus establishes a world-encompassing kingdom -  

 “a new heaven and a new earth” where God and Jesus rule in partnership with the 
people Jesus saved from their sins. 

 

Applications 
• We devote ourselves to Jesus because he is “worthy…to receive power and wealth and 

wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” (Revelation 5:12). 

• Jesus’ worthiness rejects our world’s markers of worthiness (wealth, power, fame, beauty, 
etc.) and instead binds to his loving self-sacrifice.  

• Jesus’ worthiness challenges us to reject our world’s values and to embrace the loving self-
sacrifice that defines him.  

• We should therefore ask ourselves, “Does my devotion to Jesus evidence itself in my daily 
life? Does his worthy identity shape every part of my life including what I spend my time and 
money on?”    

 
 
Jesus is worthy. His worthiness justifies our commitment to begin his disciples regardless of the 
cost. We should therefore ask ourselves whether his worthy identity inspires our devotion to 
him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


