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COUNT THE COST 
Luke 14:25-33 
 
 
We are cost-conscious people. We compare prices. We shop for the best deal. We want the 
most ‘bang-for-the-buck’. That impulse leads to the common wisdom that success in the 
marketplace requires a price low enough to attract consumers’ attention without creating 
suspicion.   
 
And then there is Jesus… 
 
Jesus desires disciples. Even though he wants people to follow him, he often seemingly 
discourages people from doing that very thing by setting ‘unreasonably’ high requirements for 
being his disciple. We are focusing on discipleship to Jesus this year and must, consequently, 
consider the cost Jesus attached to following him. This lesson will explore the high cost Jesus 
places on following him and what that cost reveals about his goal. 
  
 

The high cost of discipleship 
Consider the following passages in which Jesus discusses the “cost”1 of following him: 
 

Matthew 9:9-13 
Following Jesus requires brokenness. 

 

Matthew 10:34-49 
Following Jesus upends all relationships. 

 

Luke 9:57-62 
Following Jesus has an urgency that carries a high cost. 

 

Luke 14:25-33 
 The cost of following Jesus requires careful consideration. 

 

Love and Jesus’ high cost 
Our cost-conscious impulses might motivate us to ask why Jesus placed such a high cost on 
following him. Would he not have more followers if he lowered the requirements? 

 
1Luke 14:28. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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• Jesus knew few people would follow him (Matthew 7:13-14). 

• Jesus also knew that the issue, ultimately, was not the cost but the heart - few people love 
him more than they love themselves or their possessions.  

o The rich young ruler walked away from Jesus because he preferred his wealth more 
than Jesus (Matthew 19:16-22). 

o The rich young ruler illustrates a point Jesus made in his Sermon on the Mount – we 
serve what we love (Matthew 6:19-24). 

• Jesus, therefore, emphasized love more than obedience.  
o Jesus taught that love alone motivates obedience to him (John 14:15, 24). 
o Jesus called obedience without love hypocrisy (Matthew 6:1-18;). 
o Jesus consequently rejects loveless obedience (Matthew 7:21-23). 

• Jesus’ emphasis on love reveals that his focus centers on a relationship that creates a desire 
to do his will (1 John 2:3-6; 5:3). His emphasis reveals his desire for loving relationships with 
individuals rather than merely a submissive populace. 

 

Application 

Considering the requirements Jesus’ placed on discipleship to him, we should ask ourselves the 
following questions:  

Do I love Jesus more than I love my family, friends, myself, or 
possessions? 

Do I love Jesus enough to commit my entire self to him and his will? 


