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THREE YEARS AND COUNTING… 
1 Corinthians 1:10 
 
 
This month marks the beginning of my fourth year at the 151st church family. I have, for the last 
thirteen years, ended each year by reflecting on the previous year and offering suggestions for 
the coming year. This lesson is not a ‘typical’ Bible-focused sermon, but I believe that we have a 
responsibility to reflect on our lives to remind ourselves of the blessings God has given to us and 
to make us aware of the areas in which we need to improve.  
 

Reflecting on 2021 
This year did not begin well – mistrust about the outcome of the presidential election led to a 
violent mob storming the capital building to overturn the election’s results. News footage of that 
event shocked people around the world but made clear the deep tensions dividing our nation. 
The numerous divisions – racial, economic, educational, social, political – that segregate people 
have been exposed and enflamed over the past couple years and have resulted in a society on 
edge.  
 
Despite the issues troubling our nation, we have maintained an atmosphere of love and respect. 
We do not, however, display love and respect because we happen to share the same political or 
social beliefs. We all know that: 

• Some of us agree with our government’s COVID procedures including the lockdown, 
mask mandates, and social distancing, while some of us believe those requirements 
violated freedoms guaranteed by our nation’s constitution. 

• Some of us believe in the COVID vaccines while some of us mistrust them. 

• Some of us support former President Trump’s policies while some of us support 
President Biden’s policies. 

 
The divisions that exist in our nation also exist in our church family, yet the tensions and conflicts 
that have marked our nation this year have not been present among us. Two important reasons 
exist for the loving and respectful environment we enjoy: 

• We all believe that we should think and act like Jesus.  

• We also believe the Bible, with its Jesus-focused narrative of God’s plan for humanity, 
reveals Jesus to us and gives us the authoritative teaching that guides us into thinking 
and acting like him. 

 
Our commitment to unity through Jesus rather than shared political or social beliefs has resulted 
in several good things this year. For example: 

• A number of new families have joined our church family this year, families who respond 
to our effort to be united through Jesus. 
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• Despite rising, inflationary costs and despite our elders significantly raising this year’s 
budget in preparation for another, future church plant, you have given generously 
beyond what our elders budgeted for this year. 

• We added new elders this year – Gary Boyle, Terry Duffy, and Richard Wolfe. We have 
men willing to accept the responsibility of caring for the spiritual wellbeing of our church 
family, a weighty responsibility complicated by our nation’s tensions. 

• You all have maintained a focus on Jesus and have exhibited a strong desire to study the 
Bible. 

 
Even though we have been blessed in many ways this year, COVID disruptions continue to 
impact us. 

• COVID has disrupted our worship – we have worn masks, practiced social distancing, 
gone to two Sunday morning services, changed our Bible class format, offered online 
worship options, and have experienced ongoing fluctuations in our attendance. 

• COVID has also created uncertainties about visitation, evangelism, and fellowship.  

• Because of the changes created by COVID, we have struggled to find our new ‘normal’; 
we are wrestling with a desire to return to what we had prior to COVID and with the 
realities of our current COVID-shaped world. 

• Additionally, the problems created by COVID, when combined with political, social, and 
economic pressures, have led to frustration, fear, tension, and the feeling of being under 
siege. Consequently, many of us are experiencing exhaustion and burnout. 

 
We should not merely reflect on the past year; we should also look ahead to the coming year 
with the goal of building on the blessings we have been given and properly responding to 
disruptions we have endured. 

• Keep your focus on Jesus and on the blessings that God gives; it will counterbalance any 
challenges we might experience. 

• We need to clearly define our activities in our new, COVID-shaped world. How do we 
remain faithful to Jesus and his expectations while appropriately adapting to the changed 
circumstances surrounding us? What does that look like for our worship, for our Bible 
classes, for our responsibilities to one another as a church family, for our efforts to serve 
our community and share with them the good news about Jesus? 

• We need to ensure that our church family offers a place of safety and love in an 
increasingly difficult world. How, for example, can our worship and Bible classes offer a 
trustworthy environment that encourages openness and vulnerability, that provide real 
support and encouragement, and that promote a proper focus? How can we responsibly 
create times of fellowship that promote relaxation and deepen our relationships with one 
another? 

• Insulate ourselves from burnout, in part, by investing ourselves in the lives of the people 
in our church family, by broadening and deepening your relationships. Those 
relationships offer the vehicle through which God offers us help (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:12-
22). 


