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GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY 
Luke 2:8-11 
  
 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord.” 1 
 

 
I usually plan to use the Sunday before Christmas to deliver a lesson that tries to take advantage 
of the holiday’s focus on Jesus to help us think more about the meaning of his life and teachings. 
In all my years of planning, however, I never planned to deliver a sermon via video. Yet, because 
of COVID in my family and in so many other families at church, I will be recording this lesson so 
that it can be played this coming Sunday, the Sunday before Christmas.  
 
Even though we might not all agree on the specifics of COVID, it has undeniably disrupted our 
lives. The medical, social, economic, and political problems surrounding COVID remind us of a 
basic reality – our world is broken. That brokenness, which has manifested itself in many ways 
throughout human history, offers a backdrop against the angels announced the good news of 
Jesus birth. The angels announcing the good news celebrated because they understood Jesus 
introduced a fundamental and world-encompassing change affecting all people in all times – he 
came into the world to set everything right. We will therefore consider the change Jesus’ birth 
introduced and the hope and joy it brings into our lives.  
  

"Unto you is born…a Savior"2  

• The angel’s identification of Jesus as “a Savior” signals the nature of his mission – he came to 
save people (Luke 2:11; 1:68-75; Matthew 1:20-21). 

• Jesus did not, however, come to save his people from political enemies (cf. Luke 1:68-75); he 
came to save them from sin, from the “spiritual forces of evil” working in the world that 
enslave people in their sin and that seek to undermine God’s purposes (Matthew 1:21; 
Ephesians 1:15-21; 6:10-12). 

• Paul described death as a primary way those evil forces manifest themselves in the world (cf. 
1 Corinthians 15:56), which explains why he wrote that Jesus came into the world to defeat 
the enemy of death (1 Corinthians 15:20-26). 

• The angel announcing Jesus’ birth thus delivered good new for the entire world – Jesus came 
to dismantle sin’s power and to heal the world broken by its oppressive rule. 

 
1 Luke 2:10-11. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
2 Luke 2:11. 
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• But the “good news” of Jesus’ birth extends beyond us; it also brings hope to the creation. 
Paul wrote that “the creation waits with eager longing” for the time when it “will be set free 
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God” 
(Romans 8:19-21). 

• John gives us a highly symbolic picture of creation’s hope when he described a “new heaven 
and a new earth” in which there will no longer exist “mourning, nor crying, nor pain” 
(Revelation 21:1-4), a place where there will longer “be anything accursed” (Revelation 22:3). 

• This then is the good news of Jesus – he came into the world as a Savior to set everything 
right, to bring healing and life to a world broken by sin’s oppressive tyranny.  

• Like the “multitude of heavenly host[s]” that joined the angel who delivered the good news 
in Luke’s gospel, we should celebrate the good news of Jesus, not just on Christmas, a date 
chosen to serve human purposes, but on every day of the year.  

 

Applications 
The angel’s proclamation of “good news of great joy” is not merely the announcement of a 
future, personal salvation. The good news about Jesus introduced a change in the world that also 
carries expectations for the way we conduct ourselves in our day-to-day lives. Because of the 
good news about Jesus: 
 

We should share the good news of Jesus with everyone around us. 
 

We should live in ways that represent the healing and life Jesus brings into our 
broken world. 

 
 
The “good news of great joy” that accompanied Jesus’ birth introduced a new reality, one that 
promises to fix our broken world. May God help us to live faithful to Jesus so that we can enjoy 
the salvation he brings and may God help us to share the good news of Jesus with everyone 
around us. 


