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I AM THANKFUL… 
For the kingdom of God, Luke 4:42-43 
  
 
Despite the difficulties our nation has faced over the last few years, many people recognize the 
benefits of citizenship in the United States. Citizenship in America grants access to a range of 
opportunities and protections unavailable in many other nations, opportunities and protections 
that lead people to regularly thank God for our country and the blessings it offers.  
 
 Similarly, citizenship in the New Testament city of Philippi offered people advantages because, 
as a Roman colony, it also gave them citizenship in the Roman empire. Even though Philippians 
prided themselves on their citizenship, Paul told the Christians in Phillip to rejoice because their 
"citizenship is in heaven"1 (Philippians 3:20-21). Paul's convictions about the benefits of 
citizenship in heaven developed out of his understanding of Jesus' message about "the good 
news of the kingdom of God" (Luke 4:42-44). Understanding the kingdom Jesus announced, Paul 
believed, ought to result in an abiding thankfulness.   
 
We celebrate Thanksgiving this week, a holiday that encourages us to reflect on the blessings in 
our lives. Jesus' message of the kingdom of God offers benefits that form an essential foundation 
for our thankfulness. We will therefore consider Luke's presentation of Jesus' teachings about 
the kingdom of God to remind us of some of the reasons motivating our gratitude. 
  

"The good news of the kingdom of God"2  
• Luke begins his gospel by asserting Jesus' identity as the rightful heir to "the throne of his 

father David" and to a kingdom that would have "no end" (Luke 1:30-33; 68-75). 

• While Luke's comment might seem only to carry abstract religious imagery for readers today, 
his claims about Jesus would have tapped into a deep hope central to the Jewish people's 
understanding of their identity and place in the world. 

o From its peak as a united and powerful nation under the reign of King David, the 
Jewish nation struggled with political and religious division that eventually resulted in 
captivity for almost the entirety of the six centuries preceding Jesus' birth (cf. 
Nehemiah 9:36-37).  

o Around the beginning of their captivity, God announced His intention to free the 
Jewish people from captivity and to grant them a restored and reunited kingdom 
under the leadership of a new, David-like king (cf. Ezekiel 37:15-28). 

• Luke's claim that Jesus fulfilled the Jewish peoples' hope would have been a polarizing 
comment because Jesus did not match their expectations (cf. Luke 4:16-30). 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
2 Luke 4:43. 
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• Despite the resistance he encountered, Jesus claimed that God had given a kingdom to him 
and he devoted his ministry to defining the reality and nature of his kingdom (Luke 22:29-30; 
4:42-44). 

• The majority of Luke's gospel thus provides insights into Jesus' kingdom, the nature of his 
rule, and the character of its citizens. Consider, for example, the following features that make 
the announcement of the kingdom "good news" (cf. Luke 4:43): 

o The kingdom offers healing, rescue, and freedom (Luke 4:16-21). 
o Jesus extends the kingdom's benefits to suffering, rejected, and marginalized people 

(cf. Luke 4-13). 
o Jesus preferentially gives citizenship to humbled and powerless people rather than 

the powerful (Luke 6:20; 18:15-24). 
o God secures the well-being of the kingdom's citizens (Luke 12:22-34). 
o Rather than seeking political or economic freedoms, the kingdom focuses on freeing 

people from the tyranny of Satan and sin (Luke 4:31-36; 5:12-32; 11:17-20). 
o Even though the kingdom is open to everyone, few people find their way into it (Luke 

13:22-30). 
o Control of the kingdom cannot be stripped from Jesus (Luke 16:16-17; 19:11-27). 
o Jesus, however, entrusts the care of his kingdom into the hands of its citizens (Luke 

22:28-30). 
 

Applications 
• The "kingdom of God" is not simply a synonym for "heaven"; it refers to a future reality 

present today (Luke 11:17-20; 17:20-21). 

• The blessings Jesus' kingdom brings into people's lives today signal the benefits that await its 
people in the future (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:20-22; James 1:18). 

• The blessings that God offers us now and in the future should motivate our thankfulness, 
which expresses itself through our obedience to the kingdom and its expectations 
(Philippians 3:20; 1:27). Kingdom obedience involves such things as: 

o Following the example of Jesus' humility (Philippians 2:1-11).   
o Peaceful and pure living that allows us to "shine as lights in the world" ({Philippians 

2:14-15). 
o A singular focus on Jesus (Philippians 3:7-16). 

 
 
We regularly thank God for the blessing of citizenship in our nation. While we do enjoy many 
blessings in our country, God has given us something more significant – He has given us 
citizenship in His kingdom. Let's, therefore, express our thankfulness for that blessing by living as 
faithful citizens who seek the glory and honor of our kingdom and its king. 


