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I AM THANKFUL… 
That God is a gift-giving God, James 1:17 
 
 
Thanksgiving and Christmas ought to be a time of thankfulness for the people and blessings in 
our lives that we express through things like gift-giving. However, the holidays’ focus on gift-
giving seems to inevitably lead to laments about the materialism and commercialization of 
Christmas. This year those concerns have been joined by the additional worries created by 
ongoing supply chain restrictions and economic troubles, conspiring to make gift-giving a 
frustration rather than a joy.  
 
The Bible presents a different picture of gift-giving – it depicts God generously giving gifts to 
humanity through which He brings blessings into their lives. God’s gift-giving does not find itself 
hindered by the concerns of our holiday season. Instead, God’s gifts dismantle those frustrations 
and bring goodness and healing into the world. We are using Sunday mornings this month to 
reflect on some of the reasons that inspire the thankfulness that should define our lives. The 
Bible’s portrait of God’s gift-giving identity offers another motivation – we are thankful for God’s 
gift-giving character. 
 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift”1 
• The Bible opens with a scene depicting the honored place God gave humanity. 

o God gave humanity a “very good” creation, a world designed for them and filled with 
life and potential (Genesis 1:26-28, 31; cf. Psalm 8:1-9). 

o He gave a blessing to humanity, His commitment to creating favorable circumstances 
that would allow them to thrive in the world He gave them (Genesis 1:28). 

o God also gave humanity meaningful relationships that He intended to provide them 
help and wholeness (Genesis 2:18-25). 

• Jesus adds to the picture of God’s generous goodness in his Sermon on the Mount.  Using the 
example of evil people who “know how to give good gifts” to their children, Jesus 
commented that God goes far beyond evil people in giving “good things to those who ask 
him” (Matthew 7:7-11). 

• The pattern of divine goodness and generosity introduced in Genesis and amplified by Jesus 
led James to write “every good gift and every perfect gift” comes from God (James 1:17). 

• The Bible narrates God’s gift-giving nature, in part, by setting it opposite humanity’s rebellion 
against Him and its rejection of His gifts (cf. Romans 1:18-32). 

o God’s just identity required humanity’s punishment for its rebellion, but He issued it 
in ways faithful to His gift-giving character. 

 
1 James 1:17. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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▪ Work “by the sweat of [their] face” forms a central part of the punishment 
God gave to humanity for its rebellion (Genesis 3:17-19), but God also grants 
people the gift of pleasure in that toil (Ecclesiastes 2:24; 3:12-13; 5:18-19). 

▪ God’s punishments often take the form of giving people what they want 
(Numbers 14:2, 28-30; Romans 1:18-32). 

o Even though humanity’s rebellion demanded punishment, it also motivated God’s 
greatest gifts. 

▪ God responded to humanity’s rebellion by issuing a blessing to Abraham, 
committing Himself to work through Abraham and his descendants to 
reconcile His relationship with humanity (Genesis 12:1-3; 22:18). 

▪ Paul wrote that God fulfilled His blessing to Abraham in Jesus (Galatians 3:16). 

• Through Jesus, God offers rebellious people justification so that He can 
reconcile with them (Romans 5:6-11). 

• It is also through Jesus that God gives the “free gift” of eternal life 
(Romans 5: 15-17; 6:23). 

• Through Jesus, God gives the gift of the Holy Spirit who transforms 
hearts and secures individuals’ relationships with God (Acts 2:38-39; 
Romans 8:26-27; Galatians 5:22-23).The goo 

• Because humanity tends to rebel against Him, God – also through 
Jesus – also gives the gift of leaders to the church who He tasks with 
the responsibility of equipping people to obey God rather than pursue 
their rebellious will (Ephesians 4:7-16). 

• God’s generous gift-giving identity seeks to rescue people from their rebellion against Him, 
motivating Paul’s triumphant comment – “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 
8:31-39). 

 

Applications 
Considering the Bible’s presentation of God’s gift-giving identity, consider the following two 
applications for us: 
 

The goodness God’s gifts bring into our lives reminds us that we always have a 
reason for joyful thanksgiving. 

(Romans 5:6-11; 6:23; 8:18-39; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 
 

God’s generous gifts to us ought to motivate our generosity towards one another. 
(2 Corinthians 9:15) 

 
 

 

 


