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YOU WERE CALLED TO FREEDOM 
Galatians 5:13-14 
 
 
We cherish the freedoms enjoyed in our nation and consider them central to our country’s 
identity. We also cherish the freedom Jesus extends to us and consider it central to our Christian 
identity. The freedom offered by our nation and the freedom offered by Jesus, however, 
fundamentally differ from one another – our country guarantees freedoms to pursue our own 
interests while Jesus frees us to serve others’ interests. This lesson concludes a short series 
examining our dual identity as citizens of both our nation and of Jesus’ kingdom by considering 
the freedoms of both kingdoms and the place they should have within our lives.   
 

“For freedom Christ has set us free”1 
• The Old Testament narrates God’s use of captivity and slavery to both punish His covenant 

people and to motivate their obedience to Him (cf. Deuteronomy 28:16-68; 30:1-3). 

• God’s people consequently tied His forgiveness and restoration to their freedom from 
captivity (cf. Nehemiah 9). 

• The Old Testament ends with God’s people in captivity awaiting the fulfillment of the 
prophets’ announcements about God’s promises of freedom (cf. Nehemiah 9:32-37; Isaiah 
9:6-7; 11:1-9; Ezekiel 37:1-28; Malachi 4:5-6).  

• The New Testament opens by presenting Jesus as the fulfillment of those promises (cf. Luke 
1:26-33, 67-79). 

• Jesus himself announced his liberating mission (Luke 4:16-21), but the freedom he offered 
was not freedom from the captivity the Jewish people were experiencing. The opposite, in 
fact, was true. 

o Followers of Jesus are expected to submit to the government oppressing them 
(Romans 13:1-7). 

o Followers of Jesus are expected to “remain in whatever state” they were in when 
they committed to following Jesus, including slavery (1 Corinthians 7:17-24). 

o Followers of Jesus face persecution and oppression (2 Timothy 3:12). 

• Despite that seeming lack of freedom, Paul strongly asserted Jesus’ liberating mission – he 
wrote it was “for freedom Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1). 

• Jesus’ freedom, however, is very different from the political, social, and economic freedoms 
sought in our world. 

o Jesus announced that he came to “proclaim liberty to captives” (Luke 4:16-21), but he 
did not start a liberation movement. Instead, he used “truth” to set people free from 
their sins (John 8:31-32, 34, 36). 

 
1 Galatians 5:1. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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o Jesus’ freedom liberates people from their slavery to sin that keeps them from being 
who God created them to be (John 8:31-34; Romans 6:1-11). 

o God created humans to represent Him within the creation by lovingly serving His will 
rather than pursuing their own self-will (Genesis 1:26-28; 3:1-7; 1 Peter 2:16). 

o The freedom to pursue God’s will that Jesus gives expresses itself through things like: 
▪ Willingly relinquishing rights to protect other peoples’ conscience (1 

Corinthians 8:8:1-13). 
▪ Willingly submitting to the expectations and cultures of other people to 

cultivate their relationship with God (1 Corinthians 9:19-23). 
▪ Willingly and lovingly serving others (Galatians 5:13-14). 

• Because he came to provide people freedom, Jesus: 
o does not force his freedom on anyone, but only offers it to those who chose to 

submit themselves to him (John 8:31-32; 14:15). 
o grants people the freedom to abandon his freedoms (cf. 2 Peter 2:1-22). 

 

Applications 
• Even though Jesus did not focus on political, social, and economic freedoms, we should not 

allow his focus to cause us to disregard the blessings that come from our nation’s guarantee 
of those freedoms. Paul, for example, who argued that Christian slaves should remain in that 
state, still wrote that slaves should gain their freedom if the opportunity arose (1 Corinthians 
7:21-23). 

• Our identity and our security, however, do not depend on the freedom our nation 
guarantees to us but instead rest on the freedom Jesus gives to us. 

• Love of Jesus rather than a love of the freedoms we enjoy in our country ought to determine 
our behavior. 

• Jesus’ freedom enables us to pursue others’ interests rather than seeking our own interests. 

• The challenging nature of Jesus’ freedom requires us to rethink our understandings about 
our nation, our identity, and our place in the world. 

 
 
Freedoms are blessings for which we should thank God. While we must not devalue the blessings 
of the freedoms we enjoy in our nation, we should not allow those freedoms to overshadow the 
greater freedom Jesus offers. Let us therefore foreground the freedom Jesus gives us to submit 
ourselves to God’s will and let us allow that freedom to shape our thinking and our behavior.  
 
 
 
 

 

 


