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KINGDOMS, THE KINGDOM, & US 
Romans 13:1-7 
 
 
The 4th of July marks an annual highpoint in our nation – we celebrate the birth of our nation and 
the freedoms central to our understanding of its identity. We are right to celebrate such things; 
freedom is a blessing and, as James wrote, all blessings come from God (James 1:17). Our 
celebration should, however, also be paired with a recognition that the Bible offers a 
complicated picture of the relationship God’s people ought to have with the world’s nations. This 
lesson therefore begins a short series considering our identity as citizens of Jesus’ kingdom and 
its meaning for our lives in the kingdoms of this world.  
 

An otherworldly kingdom in the world 
• Paul wrote that Christians’ “citizenship is in heaven”1 and that they should live in a way 

worthy of that citizenship (Philippians 3:20; 1:27). 

• Citizenship in Jesus’ kingdom, however, expresses itself in unusual ways. 
o Jesus taught that “the kingdom of God” did not look like, nor operate like, the world’s 

kingdoms (Luke 12:20-21).  
o Jesus, acknowledging his identity as king of that kingdom, pointed to the behavior of 

his disciples as evidence of his claim that his “kingdom is not of this world” (John 
18:33-36). 

o Paul expanded on the unusual character of Jesus’ kingdom by instructing the 
Christians in Rome that citizenship in that kingdom involves being “subject to the 
governing authorities”, which included paying taxes to the Roman empire that helped 
fund its pagan domination (Romans 13:1-7). 

o But Paul went beyond merely being submissive to the rule of the world’s kingdoms in 
his letter to the Corinthians – he wrote that a Christian should not seek to escape 
their life’s situation, but that “each one should remain in the condition in which he 
was called” (1 Corinthians 7:17-24). 

o The unusual features of Jesus’ kingdom outline an important feature of the kingdom: 
 

Jesus’ kingdom and its citizens operate in the world by being obedient 
citizens to the kingdoms of this world. 

 

• The expectations of being obedient citizens to the kingdoms of our world raises obvious 
difficulties because: 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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o Even though Jesus has defeated “the ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 16:11, 33), the 
world continues to give it allegiance to Satan (cf. Revelation 13; 17-18). 

o The world’s allegiance to Satan results in persecution for Christians (2 Timothy 3:10-
12). 

o No nation in our world today has the covenant relationship with God that Israel 
enjoyed in the Old Testament, raising the real likelihood of their complicity with 
Satan. 

• The preceding difficulties intensify when we consider that the Bible nowhere offers a perfect-
for-every-scenario answer for how one balances their allegiance to Jesus and their obedience 
to the world’s governments. 

• Rather than a clear rule applied in every situation, the Bible offers insights through its many 
stories of peoples’ lives. Consider some of the insights revealed in that record:  

 

Focus on God’s word  
Jeremiah 28-29 

 

Trust God and practice respectful and submissive resistance 
Daniel 1-6 

 

Reject the world’s values and strategies 
Matthew 20:20-28; cf. 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 26:47-52; John 18:36; Revelation 5:1-6 

 

Focus on “doing good”; on interacting with people in Christlike ways 
Acts 10:38; 1 Peter 2:4-3:17 

 

Applications 
• The way of Jesus is not easy. 

• The way of Jesus challenges many of our assumptions. 

• The way of Jesus brings real, tangible blessings into one’s life. 

• The way of Jesus allows us to be a source of blessing to the people around us. 
 
 
Let’s celebrate the many good blessings we enjoy in our nation but let’s make sure that we pin 
our hopes, our security, our identity on Jesus’ sovereign rule and our place in His kingdom.  
 
May God help us live faithful to the citizenship we claim in Jesus’ kingdom. 
 
 
 
 

 

 


