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ONE ANOTHER 
A survey of Christian relationships  
 
 
Paul repeatedly asserted that church life centered on the kind of relationships Christians 
cultivate with one another (cf. Ephesians 2:1-4:3). Good reason motivated Paul’s conviction – 
Jesus’ himself taught that discipleship to him revolved around loving one another in the same 
way he loved his disciples (John 13:34-35).  
 
This class will consider a selection of the various “one another” passages in the New Testament. 
Those passages map out the behaviors that characterize the loving relationships to which Jesus 
calls the church and consequently gives us a portrait what “bonding” theme for the year looks 
like in practice. 
 

Introduction 
• The opening chapters of the Bible offer an important setting for understanding God’s 

expectations for us today. Consider: 
o God planned for humans to embody His will and rule within the creation (Genesis 

1:26-28). 
o God designed humans to fulfill His plan through their relationships with Him, with one 

another, and with the creation (Genesis 2). 
o Humanity, however, chose to rebel against God and His plan (Genesis 3:1-7). 
o Humanity’s rebellion poisoned its relationships (Genesis 3-11; cf. Romans 1:18-32; 

3:9-18). 
o The Bible records God’s promise to restore His plan for humanity (Genesis 12:1-8; 

22:18), a promise fulfilled in Jesus (Galatians 3:16). 
o God’s Jesus-fulfilled promise outlines the way He expects people to relate to one 

another (cf. 1 John 4:7-11). 
• God’s Jesus-focused promise reveals His will for humanity, which includes a clear, consistent 

focus on the relationships Christians ought to have with one another. Consider the following 
list that only includes passages from the epistles that include the phrase “one another”1: 

o Romans 12:10 – love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor 

o Romans 12:16 – live in harmony with one another 
o Romans 14:13 – let us not pass judgment on one another any longer 
o Romans 15:5 – live in harmony with one another 
o Romans 15:7 – welcome one another as Christ welcomed you 
o Romans 15:14 – instruct one another 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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o Romans 16:16 – Greet one another with a holy kiss 
o 1 Corinthians 11:33 – wait for one another 
o 1 Corinthians 12:25 – have the same care for one another 
o 1 Corinthians 16:20 – greet one another with a holy kiss 
o 2 Corinthians 13:11 – comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace 
o 2 Corinthians 13:12 – greet one another with a holy kiss 
o Galatians 5:13 – through love serve one another 
o Galatians 6:2 – bear one another’s burdens 
o Ephesians 4:2 – bear with one another in love 
o Ephesians 4:32 – be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 

God in Christ forgave you 
o Ephesians 5:19 – address one another in songs and hymns and spiritual songs 
o Ephesians 5:21 – submit to one another out of reverence for Christ 
o Colossians 3:9 – Do not lie to one another 
o Colossians 3:13 – bear with one another 
o Colossians 3:16 – teach and admonish one another in all wisdom 
o 1 Thessalonians 3:12 – increase and abound in love for one another and for all 
o 1 Thessalonians 4:9 – love one another 
o 1 Thessalonians 4:18 – encourage one another 
o 1 Thessalonians 5:11 – encourage one another and build one another up 
o 1 Thessalonians 5:15 – always seek to do good to one another and to everyone 
o Hebrews 3:13 – exhort one another every day 
o Hebrews 10:24 – consider how to stir up one another to love and good works 
o Hebrews 10:25 – encourage one another 
o James 4:11 – Do not speak evil against one another 
o James 5:9 – do not grumble against one another 
o James 5:16 – confess your sins to one another and pray for one another 
o 1 Peter 1:22 – love one another earnestly from a pure heart 
o 1 Peter 4:8 – keep loving one another earnestly 
o 1 Peter 4:9 – show hospitality to one another without grumbling 
o 1 Peter 4:10 – serve one another 
o 1 Peter 5:14 – greet one another with the kiss of love 
o 1 John 1:7 – have fellowship with one another 
o 1 John 3:11 – love one another 
o 1 John 3:23 - love one another 
o 1 John 4:7 - love one another 
o 1 John 4:11 - love one another 
o 2 John 5 - love one another 

• Given the preceding, representative list, we can begin to understand that: 
 

God’s plan focuses on transforming the character of broken and fallen 
people. 
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Christianity focuses on Jesus-shaped lives in the present rather than 
immaterial heavenly lives in the future. 

 
Jesus-shaped lives primarily express themselves through one’s  

relationships with the people around them. 
 

Applications 
• What insights do you think the relational identity God gave to humans offer into His identity? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• What emphases do you see in the list of “one another” verses included in this handout? 
What might those emphases reveal about the challenges, and expectations, of being a 
Christian? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• God reveals His expectations for humanity, in part, through the laws included in the Bible. 
While God clearly signals that His laws focus on relationships (cf. Galatians 5:13-14; Romans 
13:8-10; Matthew 22:34-40), some people rejected relationships in pursuit of the law (cf. 
Matthew 23:1-36). How well do you think you/we have done in balancing obeying God’s laws 
with the relationships He intends them to create? In what ways do you think you/we can do 
a better job balancing the two? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 


