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A MOST UNUSUAL CORONATION 
John 19:1-19 
 
 
I heard numerous comments about President Biden’s recent inauguration. The absence of the 
crowds that usually attend a presidential inauguration and the debates swirling about the 
legitimacy of the election combined to make his inauguration the most unusual one in my 
lifetime. People connected to Biden’s administration consequently tried to give context to the 
abnormal event, working to give the ceremony legitimacy and a sense of normalcy.  
 
We expect important events to follow specific, prescribed patterns and we feel the need to offer 
explanations when they fail to meet those expectations. Jesus, however, commonly turned those 
anticipations upside down and often challenged expectations rather than explaining his actions. 
Consider, for example, his inauguration – the gospels record Jesus’ inauguration taking place 
through his betrayal and death and the challenges his path to ‘power’ created for his followers. 
Even though people Jesus’ time struggled to understand and accept the means of his rise to 
power, Christendom today celebrates that event through its observance of Easter Sunday. We 
will take advantage of that focus in this lesson by giving attention to how Jesus’ death and 
resurrection became the unexpected means of his exaltation and what it means for our lives. 
 

Jesus’ glorification 
• John 12:23 records Jesus announcing that “the hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified”1 (John 12:31).  

• While John informs his readers that Jesus’ comment signaled his imminent death (John 
12:33), Jesus’ audience did not share John’s insight – they understood Jesus’ reference to his 
death, but they believed “that the Christ remains forever” (John 12:34). 

• A brief consideration of the reference behind Jesus’ comment will help us better understand 
his audience’s response as well as the surprising nature of his death. 

o Jesus’ comment about the “Son of Man” referred to a vision God gave to Daniel in 
Daniel chapter seven. In his vision, Daniel saw: 

▪ Four beasts representing world empires under the influence of evil powers 
(Daniel 7:1-8). 

▪ God judging the beasts and stripping them of their dominion (Daniel 7:9-12). 
▪ God giving the beasts’ rule over the world’s empires to a figure “like a son of 

man” (Daniel 7:13-14). 
o The Jews of Jesus’ day believed Daniel’s vision would find its fulfillment in the 

establishment of an everlasting Jewish state led by a new, everlasting king David (cf. 
Isaiah 9:1-7; 11:1-9; Ezekiel 37:15-28; John 12:34). 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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o While Jesus presented himself as the figure in Daniel’s vision (he used the title “Son 
of Man” throughout his ministry to refer to himself), he believed the vision found its 
fulfillment in his death (John 12:20-33). 

o Death by the hand of an evil-empowered empire hardly seemed to fulfill Daniel’s 
vision of God’s victory over evil-empowered empires, yet the New Testament writers 
shared Jesus’ conviction that his betrayal and death did indeed fulfill it.  

▪ John, for example, portrays Jesus’ betrayal and death as his coronation. 
Consider: 

• Jesus announced his royal identity while on trial before Pilate (John 
18:33-37). 

• Jesus received his crown and royal robes from the Roman soldiers who 
hailed him as “king of the Jews” (John 19:1-3).  

• Jesus was lifted up – glorified – when crucified by Roman soldiers who 
affixed a plaque to his cross declaring him “the king of the Jews” (John 
19:16-19; cf. John 3:14; 8:28; 12:32). 

▪ Paul wrote that God “raised [Jesus] from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion” (Ephesians 1:20-21). 

▪ John, in his revelation, summarized the unexpected means of Jesus’ exaltation 
– he conquered through his death (Revelation 5:1-6). 

• Jesus’ death and resurrection ought to therefore be an occasion for rejoicing because it was 
through his death and resurrection that he accomplished his mission – he was coronated 
king through his death, he achieved victory through his defeat.  

• The unusual means of Jesus’ coronation became a “stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles” (1 Corinthians 1:23). God nevertheless chose it for a reason – He “chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, so that no human may boast before God” but instead “boast in the 
Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:27-29, 31).  

 

Applications 
The New Testament writers not only embrace Jesus’ death and resurrection as means of his 
inauguration, but they also embrace it as the pattern for Christian living. Consider the following:   

• Jesus’ willing death on the cross reveals his desire to put the good of others ahead of his own 
wellbeing, revealing a humility we should imitate (Philippians 2:1-8). 

• Jesus’ crucifixion revealed his willingness to suffering for our benefit, “leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps” (1 Peter 2:18-24). 

• Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf offers an example of the sacrifice that should characterize our 
lives (Romans 3:21-26; 12:1). 

• Jesus’ death reveals both his and God’s love for us, which ought to motivate us to also love 
one another (1 John 4:7-11). 

 
 


