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THAT THEY MAY ALL BE ONE 
John 17:20-23 
 
 
Our elders, considering the New Testament’s teachings about Jesus’ church, believe that the 
151st church family has the following mission: we exist to live, and help others live, a purposeful 
life by being more like Jesus 
 
Our elders also believe that mission expresses itself in our church family through: 

• Growing – developing our understanding of God’s Bible and developing ways of helping us 
faithfully live out those understandings.  

• Bonding – developing a deeper relationship with God that reveals itself through our 
deepening relationships with one another. 

• Sending – identifying ways to both serve and teach the people and communities around us 
with the goal of one day planting another church. 

 
Last year spent time focusing on “growing”, the first of the three expressions of our mission (…or 
at least that was the plan until COVID’s disruptions…). This year we will focus on the second of 
the three purposes – “bonding” – and explore the Bible’s teachings about relationships and the 
place they hold within our effort to be more a Christlike church family. Bonding’s goal focuses on 
helping us cultivate united, Jesus-centered relationships with one another through which we 
evidence, and develop, our relationship with God. This lesson introduces our focus for 2021 by 
offering a brief overview of bonding’s place within the Bible. 
 

Created to be united  
• God created humans to be united in a way that echoes His own united, relational identity 

(Genesis 1:27; 2:24; cf. John 17:20-23). 

• Human rebellion, however, created problems that led God to divide humanity as both 
punishment and a safeguard (Genesis 11:6-8). 

• At the same time, God initiated a plan to restore the unity He planned for humans to enjoy 
(Genesis 12:1-3; 22:18). 

• God’s plan reached its fulfillment in Jesus (Galatians 3:16) through whom He creates a new, 
united humanity (Ephesians 2:11-22; Galatians 3:27-28). 

• The unity God creates among Christians allows them to fulfill the purpose for which He made 
humanity – to faithfully represent Him in the world (Genesis 1:26-28; Ephesians 3:1-11; 1 
Peter 2:5, 9). 

• Therefore… 
o Jesus prioritized the unity of all believers (John 17:20-21). 
o The unity Jesus prioritized, however, does not merely focus on our relationships with 

one another; it also inseparably ties to our relationship with God (John 17:20-23).  
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o The mission Jesus gave to the church consequently ties to the unity for which he 
prayed (Matthew 28:18-20; 1 Peter 2:9; Ephesians 3:10; John 17:20-21). 

o Christians must therefore act in ways that protects and nurtures the church’s unity 
(Ephesians 4:1-3). 

o Protecting and nurturing Christian unity involves: 
▪ Submitting individually and collectively to Jesus’ rule (Ephesians 4:7-16). 
▪ Allowing our submission to Jesus’ rule to unite us “in the same mind and the 

same judgment”1 (1 Corinthians 1:10); to unite us in the mind of Christ 
(Romans 8:29; Philippians 2:5). 

▪ Allowing Jesus’ teachings to provide the boundaries for our thinking and our 
behavior (1 Corinthians 4:6; 2:6-16). Following Jesus. For example, involves: 

• “Walk[ing] in love, as Christ loved” (Ephesians 5:1-2). 

• Practicing submission to one another (Ephesians 5:21-6:9). 

• Putting others ahead of ourselves (Philippians 2:1-7). 
 

Applications 
• Our unity in Jesus offers a vision of God’s plans for humanity and consequently presents 

people with convicting evidence of His reality and goodness (Ephesians 3:1-10). Genuine 
Christian unity is a powerful apologetic. 

• Our unity exists as more than merely ‘agreeing to disagree’; it involves adopting a new 
identity and intentionally cultivating a character consistent with that identity (cf. Romans 
8:29; Philippians 2:5).  

• Our failure to be united undermines God’s will and causes His name to be blasphemed (cf. 
Romans 2:17-24).  

 
 
God calls us to be a united people. But the unity to which He calls us differs from the various 
unities common to our world. God unites us together through a shared, Jesus-centered identity 
that cuts across all social, cultural, ethnic, educational, economic, and national boundaries. Let 
us therefore protect and nurture our God-given unity by committing to becoming more and 
more like Jesus. 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 


