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“GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY”1 
Luke 2:8-11 
 
 
In Luke chapter two, an angel announced the “good news” of Jesus’ birth to shepherds in a field 
(Luke 2:10), a passage that has since become a standard Christmas tableau. Imagery of angels, 
shepherds, and sheep during the Christmas season intends to focus people on Jesus, but those 
familiar scenes often fail to capture the disconnect between the announcements of good news 
and the reality of Jesus’ birth and life. As we prepare to celebrate Christmas later this week, we 
will take a few moments in this lesson to consider the “good news” of Jesus’ birth and what it 
means for us today.  
 

Unexpected “good news” 
Jesus’ birth is “good news” because it marked the arrival of God’s promised kingdom. 

• The prophets announced God’s plan to introduce a kingdom into the world that would 
dramatically and permanently reshape everything (Daniel 2:31-45; 7:1-28). 

• That kingdom, the prophets also announced, would include the rescue and restoration of the 
Jewish people from the captivity into which God sent them as punishment for their long-
standing rebelliousness towards Him (cf. Ezekiel 37:15-28). 

• Luke’s gospel connects Jesus’ birth to the anticipation of that kingdom, announcing that 
Jesus “would reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end” 
(Luke 1:31-33) and that he would deliver the Jewish people from “the hand of [their] 
enemies” (Luke 1:68-74). 

 
The “good news” about God’s kingdom, however, took an unexpected form in Jesus. 

• Jesus identified himself as “the Son of man” (cf. Matthew 9:1-8), a reference to the figure in 
Daniel chapter seven to whom God gave the right to rule over His promised kingdom (Daniel 
7:13-14). But his actions as that prophesied ruler did not match peoples’ expectations – 
Jesus, as the Son of man, came to serve, suffer, and die (Matthew 20:20-28; cf. Revelation 
5:1-6). 

• Jesus additionally identified the citizenship of God’s promised kingdom in a way that 
challenged conventional expectations. He, for example, taught that: 

o The “kingdom of heaven” belongs to the poor, blind, oppressed, and marginalized 
(Matthew 5:3-10; Luke 4:16-21; 7:18-23). 

o “The sons of the kingdom” would be denied entrance and their place would be given 
to foreigners (Matthew 8:5-13) and to “tax collectors and prostitutes” (Matthew 
21:31).  

 
1 Luke 2:10. All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text 
Edition, Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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• Jesus also indicated that the kingdom did not have the expected geopolitical shape that 
commonly defined kingdoms in his world. The kingdom instead: 

o Existed in the world in ways that could be overlooked (Luke 17:20-21). 
o Did not look like, nor function like, the world’s kingdoms (John 18:36). 

 
The good news of Jesus’ kingdom centers on the invitation he offers to people to become citizens 
of his kingdom.  

• Rather than joining a geographically and politically defined nation, Jesus’ kingdom expresses 
itself through the lives of its citizens who, while living within the world’s various kingdoms, 
display the reality of Jesus’ kingdom through their allegiance to him (Matthew 6:10; 
Ephesians 1:15-23; Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 3:1-2). 

• Allegiance to Jesus manifests itself through the transformation of one’s character into an 
increasingly more Christlike person, a transformation evidenced primarily through one’s 
relationships (Ephesians 4:1-3; 5:1-6:9). 

 

Applications 
The “good news of great joy” about Jesus changed everything in our world. The “good news of 
great joy”, however, changes the world through the way it changes individual lives.  
 
While we should celebrate the “good news” of Jesus and his kingdom, we need to recognize that 
it is only good news to those who act on its message. We should therefore ask ourselves 
whether our lives reveal our citizenship in his kingdom. We should, for example, be asking 
ourselves questions like: 

• Whose interests control my life? Does my life reveal a growing Christlikeness, or does my life 
reveal self-centeredness that relegates Jesus to, at best, a secondary influence? 

• Is my life increasingly characterized by a humble love of others that motivates me, like Jesus, 
to put them ahead of myself? 

• Does my allegiance to Jesus cause me to follow his will even when it results in hard choices 
or difficult situations? 

• Am I a person whose devotion to Jesus redirects peoples’ positive attention to him? 
 
 
Jesus birth is “good news of great joy”, but it is good news that many people in Jesus’ day failed 
to appreciate. As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, let’s take advantage of the holiday’s 
emphasis upon Jesus’ birth to remind us of the ways he challenges our thinking and to motivate 
us to more closely conform our thinking and behavior to the expectations that define his 
kingdom and his rule over it. 
 
 

 

 


