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KINGS, PROPHETS, JESUS, & ME 
1 Kings 16:29-2 Kings 2:14 
 
 
We will take the next eight weeks to explore the story of Ahab and Elijah in 1 Kings 17 through 2 
Kings 2. While that might seem like an odd choice for two months of Bible study, a good reason 
exists for our topic – the children’s Bible classes will be studying 1 Kings at the same time and will 
spend a significant number of their classes on the story of Ahab and Elijah. We hope that 
intentionally overlapping the adult class and the children’s classes will create opportunities for 
families and offers one of the purposes for this class. Consider, therefore, the following three 
purposes for our class: 

1. Create opportunities for families to study the Bible together. 
2. Develop a better understanding of Ahab and Elijah’s story and its place in the biblical 

narrative. 
3. Develop our ability to read and understand biblical narrative. 

 

Beginning considerations 
Images of kings and kingdoms fill the Bible and even offer one of the major ways God presents 
Himself. The Bible’s reliance upon royal imagery might seem strange to us give our nation’s 
history and culture. That strangeness intensifies for us when we consider that, of all the types of 
government available to Him, God chose a monarchy rather than a democracy when He 
organized Israel into a nation. Given God’s choice of a monarchy and our nation’s democratic 
government, we should consider the following questions when studying the Bible: 

 
In addition to choosing a monarchy as the form of government for His people, God also chose to 
reveal His will through narrative. Even the books in our Bible we call “history” books do not 
function like history as we understand it. Rather than seeking to represent a dispassionate, as-
they-happened record of events, God selectively chose events and composed them into a 

• How might our culture’s thoughts about 
government influence the way we think 
about kings and kingdoms? 
 

• Our democracy bases itself on the ideas 
of individual rights and freedoms; how 
might those ideas differ from the ideas 
central to a monarchy? In what ways do 
you think those difference might 
influence our reading of the Bible? 
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narrative using all of storytelling’s tools and techniques. God’s choice of narrative thus means 
that our study of Israel’s kings should include exploring questions like: 

 

Kings in Israel’s world 
• Nations in the ancient near eastern world of the Old Testament commonly believed a 

nation’s (chief) god served as its king (cf. Exodus 15:18; Deuteronomy 33:1-5; 1 Samuel 8:7). 

• Even though they believed their god(s) ruled, nations in the ancient world had kings who 
governed as divinely appointed, semi-divine figures.  

• People in the biblical world believed the gods created and maintained order in the world and 
they believed kings, as representatives of their gods, had the responsibility of maintaining 
order within their immediate world.  
 

 

 

The Stele of Hammurabi (ca. 1754 BC) 
stands 7.4 feet tall and contains 282 laws 
from Hammurabi’s Babylonian kingdom 
(Hammurabi, the sixth Babylonian king, 

ruled from 1792-1750 BC). A relief 
depicting Hammurabi tops the stele in 
which Hammurabi (the standing figure) 

presents to his god Shamash (the seated 
figure) a copy of the laws inscribed on the 

tablet as evidence of his worthiness to 
remain in power and, in return, receives 
from Shamash divine authority to rule. 

• What things do the stories include, or 
not include, and how might those 
deliberate selections inform our 
reading? 
 

• How might the Bible’s narrative use 
people, places, and events to craft 
images and ideas larger than merely its 
record of things that happened in 
history? 
 

• What patterns of words, phrases, and 
images do the Bible’s writers use that 
create parallels between otherwise 
different events and ideas?  
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• Unlike today, people in the ancient world did not 
compartmentalize their lives into different areas; 
all aspects of life existed in a delicate, 
interconnected balance. The kings stood in the 
center of the three major spheres of ancient near 
eastern life (deity, people, land) and exercised a 
divine responsibility over them as the 
representative of their god(s). Kings were thus the 
most important people in ancient society. 

• Israel’s kings developed in response to the monarchies within its world (cf. 1 Samuel 8:5, 20) 
but differed in important ways. For example: 

o Even though God appointed Jewish kings and gave them the responsibility of 
representing Him (cf. 1 Samuel 26:6-11), Israel’s kings were not superior to other 
Israelites (Deuteronomy 17:14-15, 20).  

o God, not the Jewish kings, drafted laws that established and maintained an ordered 
and just society (Deuteronomy 17:18-19).  

o Rather than demonstrating their worthiness to the gods to ensure their ongoing rule, 
Israelite kings were to represent Yahweh to the surrounding nations through their 
focus on Him and His teaching (cf. Exodus 19:5-6; Deuteronomy 4:1-8; 17:14-20). 

• While God clearly planned for Israel’s monarchy (cf. Deuteronomy 17:14-20), Israel 
demanded a king that followed their culture’s practices rather than God’s purposes (1 
Samuel 8:5). Their demand changed the nature of the kingship God planned – they received 
a king who resembled Pharaoh (1 Samuel 8:4-22). 
 

Ahab and Elijah 
• The story of Ahab and Elijah offers a long narrative section in a body of material that usually 

devotes limited space to most other sections. For example, the Ahab/Elijah story plays out 
over eight chapters (1 Kings 17-2 Kings 2) while the account of Hezekiah occupies only three 
chapters (2 Kings 18-20). 

• In a book that prioritizes economy in storytelling (cf. John 20:21-22), the amount of space 
God dedicated to the story of Ahab and Elijah indicates that He believes it contains important 
information. Consider, therefore, some of the story’s emphases: 

o Ahab’s wife-induced idolatries introduced a serious threat into Israel that challenged 
God’s sovereign identity and introduced a competing vision of leadership (cf. 1 Kings 
16:29-34; 21:1-7). 

o God’s actions through Elijah reinforced His unique sovereignty and confirmed His 
model of leadership (cf. 1 Kings 18:1-40; 21:17-29).  

• Consider the narrative: 
o 1 Kings 17-18 narrate God’s contest with Baal on Mount Carmel in a way that 

dramatically contrasted His sovereignty against Ahab’s inability and the impotence of 
Jezebel’s gods (1 Kings 17-18). 

Deity 
 
 
 
 

King 
 

 
   People                                                   Land 
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o 1 Kings 19 describes Elijah’s response to Jezebel’s pledge to kill him in a way that 
reveals the importance of character in leadership – the story portrays Elijah as a 
Moses-like figure and Ahab/Jezebel as Pharaoh-like rulers (cf. 1 Kings 17-19). 

o 1 Kings 20-21 describe God’s responses to Ahab’s war with Syria (1 Kings 20) and to 
Jezebel’s plan to steal Naboth’s vineyard (1 Kings 21). His response offers insights into 
His just and merciful character that governs the expression of His sovereign power. 

o 1 Kings 22 narrates Ahab’s death in a way that offers insights into God’s sovereignty – 
God possess absolute sovereignty even though He chooses to work in partnership 
with both human and divine beings and even though He chooses to accomplish His 
will in what seem like sometimes indirect ways. 

 
 

Next class 
Read 1 Kings 17-18 before our next class, in which we will explore Elijah’s contest with the 
prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


