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• Class outline 
1. The basics of faithfulness 
2. Saul’s unfaithfulness 
3. Biblical teaching and examples of faithfulness 
 

• Basic elements of faithfulness 
1. Love 
2. Obedience 
3. A covenant, or prior agreement 
4. The first and great command (Deut 6:5) 
 
 

Saul: an example of unfaithfulness (part 2) 
 

• Saul v. the Amalekites (1 Samuel 15) 
1. Told to annihilate the Amalekites in retribution for opposition during the exodus  (1 Samuel 

15:1-3; Exodus 17:8-16; Deut 25:17-19). 
2. A resounding victory, but…. 
3. King Agag, livestock and some spoils were spared (1 Samuel 15:9, 13-16, 17-23). 
4. Saul eventually repented (1 Samuel 15:24-25). 

 

• Saul’s sin vs. David’s sin 
1. One could argue that Saul’s sins weren’t any worse than David’s (2 Samuel 11-12). 
2. Who was more faithful or who loved God more? (2 Samuel 12:13; Psalm 51). 
3. When confronted, how did each man respond? 

 
 
Faithful servants 
 

• In a covenant, both parties make commitments, or are entrusted with a responsibility, and are 
expected to be faithful to that covenant or agreement. 
1. Israel was unfaithful to the covenant, but God was true (or faithful) to his promises 

(Romans 3:1-4). 
2. In biblical usage, faithfulness always implies some prior covenant or mutually 

recognized agreement. 
3. Israel’s neighbors may have done evil, sinful things, but without a covenant with God, they 

were not called “unfaithful.” 



4. Spouses are faithful according to their covenant relationship (Malachi 2:14; Numbers 5:12, 
27) 

5. Those given a task (2 Kings 12:15; 22:7; 2 Chronicles 34:12; 1 Corinthians 4:2). 
 

• The parable of the talents presents servants entrusted with a responsibility (Matthew 25:14ff). 
1. Translations vary in choice of words (entrusted, committed, delivered to). 

a. The master entrusted the talents, and the servants accepted the task. 
b. Various translations: “entrusted,” “committed,” “delivered” (Matt 25:14; Romans 3:2). 

 
2. The 5 and 2 talent servants were declared “faithful” (Matthew 25:21, 23, 26). 

a. Faithfulness to the trust, and not the amount of profit (outcome), was the issue. 
b. The unfaithful servant, like king Saul, offered excuses. 

 
 
Our covenant relationship with God 
 

• The Lord’s Supper reminds Christians of our covenant relationship with God (1 Corinthians 
11:25-27). 
 

• Christians accept the benefits (eternal inheritance) and responsibilities (faithfulness) of the new 
covenant (Hebrews 9:15, 18-22; 10:28-29; cf. 8:6-10, 13; 9:1, 4, 15, 18, 20: 10:16, 29; 12:24; 
13:20). 

 
Heb 9:20: “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.” 
 
1 Corinthians 11:25: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.   

 
 

• God has promised to reward those who are faithful (Revelation 2:8-11). 
 

• The Hebrew writer prayed for us in our covenant relationship with God (Hebrews 13:20-21). 
 

20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep,  

by the blood of the eternal covenant,  
21 equip you with everything good  

that you may do his will, 
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
• Faithfulness is an essential tent pole in a healthy relationship with God. 

1. We need God to love us and to be faithful to himself and to us – and he will be. 
2. We need to love God, trust him, and obey him. 
3. If we do those things we will be “faithful servants.” 


