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Introduction 

• The first and great commandment and the second (Matthew 22:37-40; cf. Deuteronomy 6:5). 
 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment.” 
And a second is like it:  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  
40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets” 

 

• Weightier matters: Matthew 23:23. 
 
“For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the 
law: justice and mercy and faithfulness.  These you ought to have done, without 
neglecting the others.” 

 

• Class outline 
1. The basics of faithfulness 
2. Saul’s unfaithfulness 
3. Biblical teaching and examples of faithfulness 

 
 
The basics of faithfulness 

• The meaning of faithfulness as demonstrated by God 
1. His faithfulness is great (Lamentations 3:22-23). 
2. God is faithful to protect his people (1 Corinthians 10:13). 
3. Faith involves things hoped for and things not seen, which does not describe God 

(Hebrews 11:1, 3). 
4. God’s faithfulness (Psalm 89:1-2ff). 

 

• In Deuteronomy, Moses reminded Israel of the “tent poles” of their relationship with God.  
1. Love God with all one’s being (Deut 6:4-6) 
2. Deuteronomy 7:6-12 

a. God’s love for Israel 
b. God’s faithfulness to his oath (covenant) to them 

3. A covenant relationship: Deut 4:13, 23, 31: 5:2, 3; 7:9 
 

If Israel honored their commitment – if they loved God with all their being, and 
obeyed his commands -- that would be faithfulness. 

 



 
4. Faithfulness included an element of faith in God’s faithfulness (Deut 7:17-19). 

 

• Love and obedience are both elements of faithfulness (1 John 5:1-3). 
 

• Faithful Israel would love God, obey God and trust him to take care of them (i.e., to be 
faithful to them). 

 
 
Saul: an example of unfaithfulness (part 1) 
 

• Israel demanded a king 
1. Requested and delivered (1 Samuel 8-10). 
2. Key elements in the covenant relationship (1 Samuel 12:19-23, 24). 

a. Do not turn aside from following the Lord. 
b. Serve with all your heart. 
c. The Lord will not forsake his people. 

 
Deuteronomy 6:5: You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your might. 

1 Samuel 12:20: Do not turn aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all 
your heart. 

1 Samuel 12:24: Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. 

 

• Impatient Saul disobeyed God (1 Samuel 10:1, 8; 13:8) 
1. Didn’t wait for Samuel to offer sacrifices. 
2. Didn’t wait for instructions about fighting the Philistines (cf. Deut 7:17-19; 17:14-20). 

 

• Samuel’s rebuke and Saul’s reply (1 Samuel 13:11-13) 
 

 
 


