
Part 2 - 10 / 21/ 2020

Justice and Mercy



“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 

your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you 
have neglected the more important matters of 
the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You 

should have practiced the latter, without 
neglecting the former.”

—Matthew 23:23 (NIV)



Justice



“Rescue those being led away to death;
    hold back those staggering toward slaughter.
If you say, “But we knew nothing about this,” 
does not he who weighs the heart perceive it?

Does not he who guards your life know it?
    Will he not repay everyone according to 

what they have done?”

—Proverbs 24:11-12



Mercy



God’s People Showing Mercy

Spiritual 
Mercy

Good News 
About Mercy

What makes us 
merciful?

What prevents 
us?

Physical  
Mercy



Refugee camps in Greece





People in the 
U.S. fleeing 
disasters



People from the great plains fleeing the Dust Bowl



Spiritual Mercy



“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and 
loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the 

ninety-nine in the open country and go after the 
lost sheep until he finds it?”

—Luke 15:4 (NIV)



Where do you see yourself in this picture?



“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! 
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the 
fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they 

began to celebrate.”

—Luke 15:22-24 (NIV)



Where do you see yourself in this picture?



“To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everyone else, 

Jesus told this parable”

—Luke 18:9-14 (NIV)



Where do you see yourself in this picture?



What blocked the pharisees from being 
merciful?

What blocks us from being merciful?





What causes us to be merciful?



“Have mercy on me, O God,
    according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion

    blot out my transgressions.
Wash away all my iniquity

    and cleanse me from my sin.”

—Psalm 51:1-2(NIV)



“‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked.”

—Acts 22:10 (NIV)



Parents’ family messages affect kids’ mercy



This is who God is looking out for



Sinners In Need of Mercy



“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the 

outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are 
full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind 

Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and 
dish, and then the outside also will be clean.

—Matthew 23:25- 26  
(NIV)



“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 

whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the 
outside but on the inside are full of the bones 

of the dead and everything unclean. 28 In the 
same way, on the outside you appear to people 

as righteous but on the inside you are full of 
hypocrisy and wickedness.

—Matthew 23:27- 28  
(NIV)



In reality, WE are the ones who need mercy.



“Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and a violent man, I was shown 
mercy because I acted in ignorance and 

unbelief. The grace of our Lord was poured out 
on me abundantly, along with the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus..

—1 Tim 1:13-14  (NIV)



The Good News


