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TENT POLES 
Unpacking the tent 
 
 
Amy and I bought a tent for our boys a few years ago. In their excitement (they were much 
younger then…), the boys wanted to set it up and begin using it. We unpacked the tent and laid 
it out, a flat, confusing form of synthetic materials with collapsible poles folded into two bundles. 
My boys knew it was a tent and could see things like the tent’s opening but did not know how to 
take what they had in front of them and make it into a functional tent until I showed them how 
the tent poles gave structure and meaning to the tent. Similarly, people often intuit the purpose 
of the Bible but, because they do not have its tent poles in their proper places, the Bible 
becomes a confusing mass of sometimes seemingly contradictory things. Fortunately, Jesus 
helps us identify some of those tent poles. He, for example, commented that the Bible contains 
“weightier matters” that deserve more attention (Matthew 23:23) and that the Bible contains 
some teachings that provide a foundation upon which other things must be built (Matthew 
22:34-40). This class introduces a study intended to help us identify some of the Bible’s ‘tent 
poles’ that give structure and meaning to the contents. In particular, this class will discuss some 
beginning considerations that will help guide our exploration of the Bible’s ‘tent pole’ teachings. 
 

Beginning considerations 
God did not compose the Bible in a way we anticipate. 
• It is not, in the first place, ‘user-friendly’. Consider, for example: 

o Matthew 13:1-17, 34 – Jesus’ use of parables. 
o 2 Peter 3:16 – Peter’s assessment of Paul’s writings. 

• The Bible’s composition and contents do not match common assumptions about it.  
o It is not merely a collection of various surviving Jewish documents about their 

nation’s history.  
o It is not a guidebook or a map. 
o It is not a book of rules outlining moral behavior.  

• Consider, instead, the following features of the Bible God created: 
o He carefully composed a single, sprawling story from a large collection of poetry and 

narrative rooted in the culture and language of a particular, ancient Semitic people. 
o God designed the Bible to require multiple readings and meditative, contemplative 

thinking. 
 

The Bible does not match our assumptions because our assumptions have been corrupted by 
sin. 
• We all willingly participate in sin (Romans 3:9-18, 23; John 3:19-21). 
• Our participation in sin corrupts our thinking (Hosea 4:1-2; Romans 1:18-28) and submits our 

minds to Satan’s influence (2 Corinthians 4:4; cf. Romans 6:16). 
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• Our corrupted thinking consequently introduces all kinds of evil in our lives and into the 
world (James 3:16). 

 
Because of sin’s corrupting influence on our thinking, the Bible seeks to transform people’s 
thinking (Romans 12:1-2). Characteristics of transformed thinking include: 
• Unity (John 17:20-21; 1 Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4:1-16). 
• Scripture-oriented thinking (cf. 1 Corinthians 4:6; 1 Timothy 4:13; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 

1:3). 
• Jesus-focused lives (Romans 8:29; Philippians 2:1-8; Colossians 3:1-2). 

 
Jesus plays an essential role in the transformation of our thinking. 
• The Bible revolves around Jesus (Matthew 5:17; Luke 24:44-47; John 5:39-40; John 14:25-26; 

16:12-15; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16). 
• We need Jesus to ‘open our minds’ (Luke 24:44). 
• We need Jesus to reveal God to us (Matthew 11:27; John 1:1, 14, 18). 
• Jesus reveals to us that some passages in the Bible have greater value than others (cf. 

Matthew 23:23; Romans 13:8-10). 
• Those “weightier matters” map out boundaries within which we are to “work out our 

salvation” (Philippians 2:12); we are expected to figure out how to apply those passages. 
 

 
NEXT CLASS – Matthew 22:34-40 
Next class, we will introduce Matthew 22:34-40, a passage in which Jesus identifies two tent 
poles upon which “all the Law and the Prophets” depend (Matthew 22:40). We will focus on the 
first of those tent poles – loving “the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37-38). 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


