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JESUS’ KINGDOM 
Citizenship in Jesus’ kingdom, Philippians 3:20 
 
 
 
This Fourth of July weekend differs from every other Fourth of July weekend that I have 
experienced – the usual celebratory mood has been compromised by the coronavirus, the 
economic hardships it has created, and the ongoing protests against racial injustice and police 
brutality. Those three factors, by themselves, would normally be enough to defuse celebrations 
but now they have become focal points for the deepening political tensions dividing our country 
and criteria by which we evaluate one another. These issues have led me to think about 
citizenship and especially about what it means to live in this county while claiming citizenship in 
Jesus’ kingdom. This lesson will therefore introduce a short series of lesson that will explore a 
basic idea: 
 

Jesus came to establish, and populate, a kingdom, but both his kingdom 
and its citizens differ from the world’s kingdoms. 

 
Our exploration of Jesus’ kingdom will seek to help us better understand what he expects of us 
as people who claim citizenship in his kingdom and what those expectations look like in practice. 
We begin in this lesson by considering the unexpected nature of his kingdom and what it means 
for its citizens.  
 

Jesus’ expected, unexpected kingdom 
• A clear purpose governed Jesus’ ministry – God sent him to “preach the good news of the 

kingdom of God”1 (Luke 4:43; cf. Matthew 4:23). 

• In addition to announcing the kingdom’s arrival, Jesus also announced his identity as the one 
to whom God gave rule over that kingdom (Luke 5:17-26; Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 28:18-
20). 

• People, however, responded with anger and violence to Jesus’ announcements about the 
kingdom and his rule over it (Luke 4:16-30; Acts 17:1-8); the “good news of the kingdom of 
God” did not sound like good news to them. 

• Jesus’ kingdom message generated such sharp responses, in part, because it did not match 
peoples’ expectations. For example: 

o The kingdom did not look, or function, like any of the world’s kingdoms (John 18:33-
36; cf. Matthew 18:1-4). 

 
1 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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o Jesus’ rule over his kingdom also did not look like the rule of any of the world’s kings 
(Matthew 20:20-28; John 18:33-19:19; Ephesians 1:15-23). 

o Jesus additionally limits the population of his kingdom: 
▪ He granted admittance only to people who, motivated by love, willingly 

submit themselves to his rule (Matthew 7:21-23; John 14:15). 
▪ He also granted admittance only to ‘broken’ people (cf. Matthew 19:16-22; 

9:9-13; Mark 8:34-35); Jesus rejected his world’s valuations of worth (cf. 
Matthew 5:2-10).  

• Even though his kingdom took an unexpected form – a form rejected by many people – Jesus 
nevertheless described his kingdom as a “treasure” of unparalleled worth (Matthew 13:44-
46).  

• Accessing the treasure of Jesus’ kingdom requires citizenship in it, which raises the question: 
What does citizenship in Jesus’ kingdom look like, especially given its unexpected form? 

 

Citizenship in Jesus’ expected, unexpected kingdom 
• To begin, citizenship in Jesus’ kingdom requires us to pledge our allegiance to him alone 

(Philippians 2:9-11; 3:7-10). 

• Allegiance to Jesus, however, takes an unusual form because he disperses his kingdom 
throughout the kingdoms of the world and commands his people to both obey their leaders 
and to submit to their governments (Romans 13:1-7). 

• Pledging our allegiance to Jesus alone while living submissively and obediently within the 
kingdoms of our world creates the ability for us to do the following things: 

o It allows us to be thankful for the blessings we enjoy in our nation while not focusing 
on our nation and its benefits; we set our minds on Jesus and his kingdom (Colossians 
3:1-4). 

o Our focus on Jesus and his kingdom allows us to acknowledge both the blessings of 
our nation and the failures of our nation. 

o Our focus on Jesus and his kingdom removes our emphasis upon nationalistic 
concerns but does not make us weaker citizens; it makes us better citizens who 
benefit our nation in more substantial ways (Romans 13:1-7; cf. Jeremiah 29:4-7). 

 
 
Jesus announced the formation of God’s kingdom and his rule over it. He offers citizenship in his 
kingdom – a kingdom of inestimable value and a kingdom before which all other kingdoms will 
fall – to anyone who willingly submits themselves to him. We should therefore ask ourselves 
whether our lives reveal the submission to Jesus implied by our claim to be citizens in his 
kingdom. 
 
 
 
 

 

 


