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I SHALL NOT WANT 
Psalm 23 
 
 
My role as a minister has given me the opportunity to both attend and serve in many funerals. I 
have noticed that people often turn to a small number of well-known, comfort-giving passages 
in funerals, passages that commonly include Psalm 23. Part of the comfort afforded by the 
psalm comes from the memorable, graceful language of the King James Version: 
 

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; …”1 (Psalm 23:4). 

 
The association of Psalm 23 with death, however, can cause us to miss the tenor of hope David 
gave to his poem.  The twenty-third psalm is a psalm about life, not death; it is a psalm about 
celebration, not sorrow. We will therefore consider that psalm in this lesson and explore its 
application in our lives.  
 

Regardless of his circumstances, David’s relationship with God 
gave him security and satisfaction. 
• David described his relationship with God by using two sets of images with which he was 

familiar – a shepherd and a king. 
o David’s picture of God as his shepherd used a shepherd’s daily routine to portray the 

intimate and intentional relationship between God and himself (Psalm 23:1-4). 
▪ Sheep relied entirely on their shepherd whose daily routine began by leading 

his sheep to a pasture where they could feed (“green pastures”2, v.2) and, 
during the heat of the day, leading the sheep to place where they could rest 
(“quiet waters”, v.2). The shepherd ended the day by safely guiding his fed 
and rested sheep back to the security of the sheepfold (v.3). 

▪ Because of the relationship God took up with him as his shepherd, David did 
not fear life’s dangers, sorrows, and fears. He instead trusted in God’s 
guidance and protection (v.4). 

▪ David felt secure and satisfied in God’s leadership because he understood 
that God acted for “his name’s sake” (v.3); God acted consistent and true to 
His character (cf. James 1:17; Exodus 34:5-7). 

 
1 The Holy Bible: King James Version. (2009). (Electronic Edition of the 1900 Authorized Version., Ps 23:4). 
Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
2 All quotes from the Bible come from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV Permanent Text Edition, 
Crossway, 2016) unless otherwise noted. 
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o Although he does not specifically identify God as king in the second part of his 
psalm, David depicted God as a generous benefactor offering protection and honor 
like a king might offer a subject (Psalm 23:5-6). 

▪ David presented his relationship with God as a benefactor by describing God 
organizing a feast to generously honor him by:  

• Extending His protection to David by preparing the feast in the 
presence of his enemies (Psalm 23:5) 

• Anointing David with oil to both honor him and to give him authority 
(Psalm 23:5).   

▪ Because of what God did for him as his generous benefactor, David 
expressed his confidence in his relationship with God (v.6). 

• David opened and closed his psalm by expressing the outcome of his relationship with God 
– “I shall not want” (v.1) because “goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days 
of my life” (v.6).  

 

We can experience the same security and satisfaction through 
our relationship with God. 
• We may not enjoy the same covenant relationship with God that David enjoyed (cf. 2 

Samuel 7), but we can nevertheless enjoy a similar relationship with God through Jesus. 

• Through Jesus, God adopts us as His children and makes us heirs of the promise He gave to 
Abraham (Galatians 3:26-4:7); He makes us co-heirs with Jesus and not merely rulers of a 
small nation like David. 

• If God guided and protected David, then we can be certain that He will guide and protect us 
too (cf. Romans 8:26-39). 

• Our relationship with God means, for example, that: 
o We can trust in God’s sovereign insight to lead us safely through whatever 

circumstances we might encounter. 
o We can live with confidence and joy because of our relationship with God. 
o We should dedicate ourselves to faithfully submitting to His rule. 

 
 
David’s psalm reminds us of the confidence we can have in our relationship with God, a 
confidence that secures us in whatever circumstances we might encounter. Let us therefore 
remember to thank God for His goodness and for the relationship with us that He intentionally 
seeks and through which He intentionally blesses us. 
 
 
 
 

 

 


